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lowa Cemeteries will meet at the Tama County
Genealooical Librarv. 200 N. Broadway, Toledo,
lowa on

Library, 200 N. BroadwaY, T,
rdav. October 9. 2010 at 10:I
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9, 2010 at 10:AM. lt
is located Ity across from the muntY

to site in this issue. A butfet
lunch willbe served bythe Tama County Pioneer
Cemetery Commissioh at a cost of $5.00'
Reservafronsfor lunch may be made by calling
Joyce Wiese At 61J-481-0373 bypgtPPPr-l orJovce Wiese at 641-481-0373 by October 1 or
bv contactinq Pat Shaw at: 319-293-3899 or
+.mail : oatshaw@netins.net.' ****ttr***t€{'********{'***
SAPIC is a non-profit organization 501 (c) (3). Contributions are

deductible undeisections 17O,2055,2106 ot 2522 of the Internal

Revenue Code.
* * {< * * * d. * * * * rr t* * tr }B * *

l\rlaybe an urban legend, but still funny ."'
As a bagpiper, ! PlaY manY gigs.

Recently I was asked by a funeral director to
play at a grave side service for a homeless

man. He had no family or friends, so the
service was to be at a pauper's cemetery in the

'':ntucky back country. As I was not familiar
t.-.rh the backwoods, I got lost and, being a

typical man, I didn't stop for directions.
I finally arrived an hour late and saw the

funerat guy had evidently gone and the hearse

was nowhere in sight. There were only the
diggers and crew left and they were eating

Uncn. I felt badly and apologized to the men for

being late. I went to the side of the grave and

looked down and the vault lid was already in
place. I didn't know what else to do, so I started

to play.
ine worfers put down their lunches and

began to gather around' I played out my heart

and soul for this man with no family and

friends. And as I played Amazing Grace' the

workers began to weep. They wept, I wept, we

all wept tog-etner. \Mren I finished I plcked up

my bagpipLs and started for my car. Though

my nead hung low, my heart was full. As
I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the

workers say, "l never seen nothin'like that
\fore and I've been putting in septic tanks for

\-uer twenty years."

Apparently, l'm still lost...
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The Robert and Phyllis Carter Awards for outstandi:r$

cemetery preservatlon wonk ia Iowa wtll be presented

dutng the 0ctober I meetlng.
:k* * * *r.** * ** * * * * rr * r. *,r*,t

Read Before You LeaP

There are several excellent books on how to preserve our Io.wa

cemeteries and each is full of highly respected information,
photos, and easy reading. Ifyou are contemplating oleaning a

itone, repairing a grave marker or restoring a whole cemetery,

the following books are good resources for information:

Anson-Cartwrighq Tamara
lg97 Landscapes of Memories: A Guide for Conserving

Historii Ceme teries : Repairing Tombstones. Ministry
of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, Providence of
Ontario, Canada.

http ://www. gov. on. oalIVICZRC/engli sh/cul div/heritage/memori

es.htm-
Cost about $20 U.S. Plus Postage

King, Gregg G., Susan Kosky, Kathleen Glynn, and Gladys

Saborio
2OO4 Michigan Historic Cemeteries Preservation Guidz.

frAicnigan State Historic Preservalion Office, The

Chartel Township of Canton Historic District
Commission, and Deparfinent of Leisure Service.

hup ://www. mi chi gan. gov/documents/hal-mhc-shpo-Cemetery

-Guide-l05082J.PdfThis booFcan bJread on line at the above address'

Strangstad, Lynette
1995 AGrneyard Preservation Primer'. Altamira Press,

published in cooperation wit! Association for
Gavestone Studies, Walnut Qreeh Califomia

http : //www amazon. com/Gravey*a:!ry!9ry19 on-American-
Association-History I dpl 07 61991301

May be purchased from the Asiociation for Gravestone Studies,

278 Main Street, Suite 207, Greenfield, MA 01301

Cost about $30 Plus Postage

-- contributed bv 
J:l:-X'-1"-'- - - - -
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- RodneY Dangerfield' *********************

A new grouP called
Cemeteries-H lstoric-Preservatlo n @ rootsweb'co m
rral Oeen started. ln addition to discussing

cemetery restoration, the Iist
iAminisirators will sind a monthly e-mail to
members listing all the group€ that are
working to restore our cemercrles.

.. Carol Reed KennedY and Davld Reed
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1 1 1 1 N. 8th Ave. Apt. #16
Wnterset, lA 50279-1089
515-462-9802 emcvaySS@msn.com

Board member (2$12): Gene DaMs
216 Riverview Dr.
Vinton,lA 52949-2960
319-472-5348 davisduo2@mebbs.com
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2211 Linn Ave.
New Hampton,lA 50659
641-394-3967 jjeck@mycleanarave.net
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638 Englewood
Waterloo,lA S07Ol
319-232.8762 Digger4045@yahoo.com

Board Member (2012): Carot Hoffman
505 W. Chestnut St.
Bloomfield, lA 52597-1921
e11-6&l-2852 witcar@netins.net

Board Member (2010): Tony Bengston
1006 150th st.
Fairbank, lA 50629-9611
31 9-41 5-1 175 tonybengston @yahoo.com

Web Page: Connie Street
325 Franklin St.
\Ahpello, lA 52659 -1515
319-527-8164 ckcasey@louisacomm.net

WHERE TO GET PROBES
Agri-Drain
340th st.
Adair,lA 5@02
u1-742-5211
Size nange trom 41f2' to 8'- g1g.S0 and up

WHERE TO GET EPOXY
GRANQUARTZ Stone Tools apd Equipment
P.O. Box2206
Tucker, GA 30085-2206
1 €00-458-6222 http:www.granquartz.com

3-M 1838 B/A TAN EPOXY
PRAXAIR - GENEX 17OO2nd Ave.
Des Moines, lA 50914
515-244-3131

GCT Stone Epoxy and Hardener
Granite CityToolCo.
P.O. Box 411 11 Btackwefl St.
Bare, W 05M1 mkewinter@aol.com

www. g ra nitecitytoolvt.com
Superior Stone Products
(quickset acrylic adhesive)
8580 Byron Commerce Drive
Byron Center, Ml 49915
800-493.51'l 1 www.superiorstoneproducts.com

Fastenal Corporate Headquarters
2001 Theurer Blvd.
lMnona, Minnesotat SS9B7
Phone: fi74il-5974 FAX: 507-453€049
Web site: http://www.fastenal.com/

Hilti, lnc.
5400 South 122nd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74146
Phone: 866-445A827 FAX: 1-800€tg-7m
Web site: http://www.us.hilti.com

WHEBE TO GET SIGNS
lowa Prison lndustries
Box B
Anamosa, lA 52205
1-800-33G5863 Ask for Tammy Deseberg

VETERANS' HEADSTONES
http ://www.cem. va. gov/
Telephone: 1 -800-697-6947

STATE CEMETERY REGULATOH
Dennis N. Britson, Director
Regulated lndustries Unit, lowa Securities Bureau
340 Maple St.
Des Moines, tA 50919
Char. laria @iid.state.ia.us
(515) 281-5705 or toil-free (A7n-955-1212

Shirley J. Schermer, Director of Burials program
700 Clinton Street Buitding
lowa City, lA 52242-10O0
319-384-0740 shirley+chermer@uiowa.edu
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-Th" State Association forthe Preservation of
lowa Cemeteries will meet at the Tama County

lowa, on
Library, 200 N. Broadway, Toledo,
rrdav. October 9, 2010 at 10:AM. I
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9, 2010 at 10:AM. lt
is located across from the county
courthouse. to site in this issue. A buffet
lunch will be served by the Tama County Pioneer
Cemeterv Commissioh at a cost of $5.00.Cemetery Commissioh at a cost of $5.00.
Reservafrons for lunch may be_madq Oy calling
Jovce Wiese at 641-481-0gZg by October 1 or
bv'contactino Pat Shaw at: 319-293-3899 or
dmail : patshaw@netins.net.' **********{€*******{'**!t
SAPIC is a non-profit organization 501 (c) (3). Contributions are

deductible under sections 110,2055,2106 or 25?2of the Internal

Revenue Code.
*****************{'

tlrlaybe an urban legend, but stifl funny ....
As a bagpiper, I PlaY manY gigs.

Recently I was asked by a funeral director to
play at a grave side service for a homeless
man. He had no family or friends, so the
service was to be at a pauper's cemetery in the
'<entucky back country. As I was not familiar

\-rith the backwoods, I got lost and, being a
typical man, I didn't stop for directions.

I finally arrived an hour late and saw the
funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse

was nowhere in sight. There were only the
diggers and crew left and they were eating
lunin. I felt badly and apologized to the men for
being Iate. I went to the side of the grave and

looked down and the vault lid was already in

place. I didn't know what else to do, so I started

to play.
The workers put down their lunches and

began to gather around. I played out my heart

and soul for this man with no family and

triends. And as I played Amazing Grace' the

workers began to weep' They wept, I wept, we

altwept together. \Men I finished I packed up

my bagpipes and started for my car. Though
my heid hung low, mY heart was ful!. As
I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the

workerc say, "l never seen nothin' like that
'refore and l've been putting in septic tanks for

\-over twen$ years."

Apparently, l'm still lost...
Grave Newa, JulY

The Robert and Phyllis Carter Awards for outstanding

cemetery pneservatlon work in Iowa wlll be preseated

durtn$ the October'9 meetln$.
,.*** ***** ********* ****

Read Before You LeaP
There are several excellent books on how to preserve our Iowa
cemeteries and each is full of highly respected information,
photos, and easy reading. Ifyou are contemplating cleaning a

itone, repairing a gmve marker or restoring a whole cemetery,

the following books are good resources for information:

Anson-Cartwright, Tamara
1997 landscapes of Memories: A Guide for Conserving

Historic C emeterie s : Repairing Tombstones. Ministry
of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, Providence of
Ontario, Canada.

http ://www. gov. on. calIVICZRC/engli sh/culdiv/heritage/memori
es.htm-
Cost about $20 U.S. Plus Postage

King, Gregg G., Susan Kosky, Kathleen Glynn, and Gladys

Saborio
2OO4 Michigan Historic Cemeteies Preservation Gilide.

Mchigan State HistoricPreservation Office, The

Charter Township of Canton Historic District
Commission, and Deparnnent of Leisure Service.

http ://www. michi gan. gov/documents/hal-mhc-shpo-Cemetery

-Guide-l05082J.PdfThis boo[can be read on line at the above address'

Strangstad, Lynette
lgg5 AGraveyard Preservation Primer'. Altamira Press,

published in cooperation with Association for
Gavestone Studies, Walnut Qreek, California

http : //www. amazon. com/Graveyard-Preservati on-American-

Association-History I dpl07 61991301

May be purchased from the Asiociation for Gravestone Studieq

218 Main Street, Suite 207, Greenfield, MA 01301

Cost about $30 plus Postage

- Contributed bY John Heider
tl. {c *tt{.*l.:} * * 'i* *tl'* * {'**:l"i
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- Rodney Dangerfleld
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A new group called

Cemeteries-Hlstorlc-Preservatlo n @ rootsweb'co m

has been started. ln addltlon to discussing
cemetery restoration, the llst
iOmintsirators wlll send a monthly e'mail to
members llsting all the group-s that are
worklng to restore our cemeErles.

-. Carol Reed KennedY and David Reed
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WHERE TO GET PROBES
Agri-Drain
340th st.
Adair,lA 50002
il1-742-5211
Sizes range trom 41t2' to 8' - $18.50 and up

WHERE TO GET EPOXY
GRANQUARTZ Stone Toots and Equiprnent
P.O.Box2206
Tucker, GA 300S5-2206
1.800-458-6222 hftp:www.granquartz,com

3-M 1838 B/A TAN EPOXY
PRAXAIR- GENEX 17002ndAve.
Des Moines, lA 50314
515-244-3131

GCT Stone Epoxy and Hardener
Granite CityTootCo.
P.O. Box 41 1 11 Blackweil St.
Bare, W 05641 mkewinter@aol.com

www. g ra nitecitytoolvt.com
Superior Stone Products
(quickset acrylic adhesive)
8580 Byron Commerce Drive
Byron Center, Ml 49315
800-493-51 1 1 www.superiorstoneproducts.com

Fastenal Corporate Headquarters
2001 Theurer Btvd.
Wnona, Minnesotat 559g7
Phone: il7454-59t4 FAX: 507459€049
Web site: http://www.fastenal.com/

Hilti, lnc.
5400 South 122nd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74146
Phone: 86&445€827 FAX: 1-800€T}-TC(CI
Web site: http//wtrvw.us.hilti.com

WHEHE TO GET SIGNS
lowa Prison lndustries
Box B
Ananpsa, lA 52205
1€00-33&5869 AskforTammyDeseberg

VETERANS' HEADSTONES
http ://www.cem. va. gov/
Telephone: 1 -800-697-6947

STATE CEMETERY REGULATOR
Dennis N. Britson, Director
Regulated lndustries Unit, lowa Securities Bureau
340 Maple St.
Des Moines, lA 50919
Char. laria@iid.state.ia, us
(515) 281-5705 or tofl-tree (BTT)-9SS-1212

Shirley J. Schermer, Director of Burials program
7@ Clinton Skeet Buitding
lowa City, lA 52242-1On
319-384-0740 shirley-schermer@uiowa.edu
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Board Member (2010): Tony Bengston
1006 150th st.
Fairbank, lA 50629-e611
319-415-1175 tonybengston@yahoo.com
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STATE ASSOCIATION FOR TIM PRESERVATION
OF IOWA CEMETERIES . i.
(sAPrc)
SAPIC m-etS,aturday*rJuly 10, 2010 atcedar.trVlernorial, 420A First,Ave.; '

NE; Cedar Rapids, IA, ' : .

Meeting called to order at 10:00 am,by,Chair, Steve Story;,Agenda ' ' ';

Self infoductions of all preserf conducted by the approximate[y 45 present;r

Seuetary's report: moved to approve by Bill Reedy, seconded by Mike
MagEe, Passed.
Treasureros r,eporfi by Valerie:Ogren, moved to approveby GeneDavis, ,

. Kirkwood Community College sfude,nts' presontation,on their'
efforts to irnplerrent a GIS (geographical informational:system) survey ofOak
FIill Cemetery. Thanks for avery informational presentation l

, . Bill Paeth fiom I'inn County Genealogical Sociefy presented on
the Society's efforts to document cemeteries in Linn County: ,Reported the r ,

concem that current practice of cremation and scattering of ashes without a
physical marker will,lose evidence ofthat persons doeurnented life,

. Linda Langston (Linn county Board of Supervisors) presented her
perspective about cemetery issues.

. John Linge, President of Cedar Memorial Cemetery, presented

his concem ofthe cremation issue and also mentioned theFeder:al,guidelines,,, .

coming up.,As a Memorial Garden the goal is to present a tangible place.or

record of.memory. According to lVlortuary records the location of eremation
oooure,but not what happens to the cremanes.
Agenda items: ;"

O , Tom Gaarr4 Sons ofUnion Veterans ofthe Civil War.(SUVCW) ,

reported on photos of Civil War Monuments; please check out web site. The

inscriptions differ with the civil war metal that was awarded. The 150th year

celebration goal is to have a ceremony in each county wittl a civil war color
guarq lay awreath on a civil war grave and report the history ofthe civil war.

. Certified Local Govemment (DLG) Grant information ftom Paula

Mohr presented by Pat Shaw. Information included in handout.
. Robert Carter Award Nomination: Pat Shaw directed that the

nomination p?pers are in the handouts with ttrre€ being made. The committee
will determine the two recipients following today's meeting.

Grave News;-, July,2g1g,, page thr6e



. hdrill Cemetery Wayne County, South Fork Township
materials disfibuted in the handout packets.

. Nomination for officers for SAPIC; are open, will accept . ,

volunteers, report at next meeting in Oct. Contact Pat Shaw to sign up. '; I
. Nancy Gibson requested information concemingfuneral Home

to be held in September : '

. Pioneer Cemetery at Panama Shelby County on June 7 ,2A1,0
reported by Steve Story, with 51 attending. Today there should be a
procession led by the sheriff in Panirma to a Westem IA Pioneer Qemetery
(Commission made up oftwo counties) in celebration. Also Dubuque
County wants,to organizn a commission.

. Rich'Boroom Case still pending. Th, his son, is continuing the
case.

: Check out the Rochester IA cemetery in south Cedar County
for use ofprairie gass.

o Next meeting October 9,2010. Need a meeting site?. Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon by Chair, Steve Story.

A delicious lunch was provided by Cedar Memorial

Following lurch Carl and Jane'Thoresen presented a progrurm oftheir
continuing efforts to promote the history and preservation of Oak Hill
Cernetery. Carl demonsftated and e4plained his process of identifying and
recording data and cemetery mapping. They also offered tours of,the Chapel
of Memories Mausoleum at Cedar Memorial Cemetery and/or tours of
Oak Hill ,Cer,netery. Thanks to them for their in-depth presentation.

Submiued by Frieda Davis, Secretary

For a copy of SAPIC By-Laws, contact Pat Shaw: patshaw@netins.net

Grave Newe, July 2010, page lour



STATE ASSOCATIONfinT the PRESERVATION of IOWA CEMETERIES
\- 

Treasurer's Report for 2nd Quarter- I April20lO thru 30 June 2010

Balance in "Working Account" 3l lvlarch 2010, Home State Bank, Jefferson $ 2,933.42
Income
Dues $ 245.00
Donation ($50 for mailing + $30) 80.00
Interest 4/30110 .77
Interest 5l3lll0 .72
Interest 6130110 .61

Total Income 8 327.10

Expense
Ck#236 - Patricia Shaw-Newsletter $ 34.92
Ck#235 -Patricia Shaw-Newsletter 68.25 -

Special mailing 73.76 142.01
Total Expense S 176.93

Balance in "Working Account" 30 June 2010 $ 3083.59

lalance in "Reserve Accounf' 31 March 2010, Home State Bank, Jefferson 8 3,228.39\- (No additions to Reserve Account this quarter)
Balance in "Reserye Account" 30 June 2010 8 3,228.39

I am keeping an accounting of the amounts which had been held in savings and have added Life
Memberships and Memorials to it; however, all the money is in one acoount at the bank.

Combined Balance on Hand 30 June 2010 $ 6,311.98

PIus additional funds:
A CD in the amount of $5,669.89 matured 1116110.

Rate of interest is now 1.71o/o until 1116120ll.

Respectfully submitted,
Valer ie Ogren, Treasurer
108 N. Oak
Jefferson IA 50129-1841
Ph 1-515-386-4784
E-mail: vjogren@netins.net

SAPIC dues:

Jil*t1HliT,"tr"i,:T;,11"H
Business or organlzation fbr one year: $20.00 Wednesday, July 7,2OlO\- 

'""0#jj'[*,jl,1lllBt"f,]T#* 
o"-

Jefferson, lA 50129-tS4 l__

Grave News, July 2010, page llve



0n the show, nPlckers,' that was aired n Monday, tlttly
6, 8010 at 8:00 PM on the Hlstoty Chaonel, a whlte
cast lron oross wgs ptucbased tor $tgE.OO. The seller
seld it was lrobobly & gl'Bve ma,rker.' lAe ttem was
purohesed ln Kansas. The plokens estlnated that lt was

100 yea,rs old. ther,e was ao lnscriptton on the marken
contalnlng the word uMargaret.' Later ln the show, an
nexpert'valued lt st $60G?00 at auctlon He said tt
was probably a Cathollc marker and hlghly deslrable by
collectors. Plokers ls a show ln whlch two men from
te0lalre, Iowa, travel throughout the Mldwest vlsltlng

Junk yards looklng fon ltems they oan resell fon proflt.
Although the Kansas State Arohaeologst oonJlrns that
rumovlng a ma,rker from a gnave ln Kansas ls a
violatlon of cemeterXr laws, determlnln6! thls would ta,ke

considerable effort. He dld, however, send e letter to
A&8, the producen of the Hlstory ChaorcL the Offlce
of the Attonney Gener,a1 in Kansas has made a record of
the lncldent tn order to watch for developtng patterns
of questlonable aots and practioes. The Offlce of the
State Archa,eolo$st of Iowa and State Htstorlcal Sootety
Indlcated thst aplnt st&tement would be submltted to
A&8. www.aetaoom/goba/feedback/oonteotJsp
BAPIC member, f,ll6s l,mmerm&n from Poweshlek
Couoty and others have lvritten letters expresslng
consertn that publlcizlng thts lllega,l act oould lead to
more insidents of the theft of oemetery artlfaots. If
Srou'd llke to vlslt the Piokers buslness, call, or wr,tte to
them, the coatact lnformation is:

Anttque Archaeologr
P.0. Box 644
lLB DavenBont St.
Le0laire,IA 6e765
Telephone 66&e9G1650
Web site: www.antiquearcheologr.com/

*******************
In a court oase that has been followed by SAPIC
members for several yea,ps, Richard and Ti:n Boorom of
Cedar, tr'alls br.ought actlon Bgsitrst tb.e Bremen County
Board of Supervisors to recognize and regtore the
Syracuse Cemetery, burial site of their ancestors. The

Judge in th.e case nrled on cluly 16 that a pioueer
cemetery is excluded from th.e deflnitlon for ucemetery,

oontained i:r Iowa Code 5861.108(6) pertainiag to
ne$ected cemeterles aad therefore not appllcable.
thenefore, the plalntlffs'request was denled and
dlsmlssed. the Booloms have not yet dectded whether,
to appeal thls declslou The 0fflce of the State

Archaeolo$st, Attorney General of Iowa, and the

Regulated Industrles Unlt of the Iows Securttles

Bnrcau a,re worHng on wordlng thst rylll be subnltted
to the next session of the Iowa Le$slature thst will
Inolude pioneer cemeteries in the dellnltlon of aptive

cemeteries. tr'on a oopy of thls pulltrg, oontact Pat thsw
or 80 to: www.lowgcourts.gov Select 0nllne Court

Reoords: then select Oultne Docket Sea,r,oh. 0n the
Dooket page, look to the rlght slde of the page and

select Trlal Cottrt and Case Research. 0n the next
page, ln the county fleld key Bremen aad in the case

type, key C1vll Case. In the name fleld, key In Boorom

and then Tlrtr. AII the filings and proceedinSs wlll
SPPegr' 

********************
In the Aprll lssue of (lrave News, LaVerta Laagenberg
of clones Courty asked how to klll day lllies. Dey lllles
a,r,e rhlzomes aad nstually nepnoduce uaderground and
outtlng thell tops does not deter thelr prollllo nafirre.
Dtggtng up tubers ls labor Inteasive and uml$tly, too.
Day lllles aod oemeterles go together but too many lllies
a,r,ound stone grave markens are a cballenge to oontrol
on eredlcate. To be suooessful ln thelr ooutrol or
removal Do not cut thelr leaves because they are
essentlal to thelr livelihood (and demise). Use a pump

sppayer adJusted to a coanse sprsy. Pnr,chase a 4G
700/o glyphosate concentrate (generlc or Roundup). A
lower perceutaSe takes longer for the plant to die. IdIx
s,csmdlng to dlrectlons and (tnBortaat) add e few drops
of llErld soap to the solutton. The leaves have a wery
coatlag $o protect tbe plant and the soap will cut
through the wax. Protect a(lacent gave markers from
spray. The selts ln tbe concentrate vyill do ha,rm to the
stone. the leaves wtll begn to tua yellow and ln a few
weeks - bye, bye lllies.

- John 
ltil?t.. -. -* * * * * *****

An interestlng aew souroe for couaty boundarles:
Atlas of Hlstorlosl County Boundarles (now avallable
onllne). the llervberry librery ts pleesed to annorrnce
the oompletion and releage of lts Dlgtal Atlas of
Historical Courty Boundaries, a dataset that covers
ever5r day-to{ay change ln the slze, shape,locatlon,
rra,me, opganizstlon aad attaohment of each U.$. oounty
aod stste from tbe creatton of th.e ftrst county ltr 1654
tbrough e000. Nearly ever1r aspect of Amerlcan Ilfe
oao be desorlbed, anal5zed, and lllunlnated through
data gathered and organlzed by county or evailable ln

a
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'oounty reoords, and knovflng how and vuben bounda,ples
'ohanged 

ls ottsn the key to flndlng and understandtng

Srest qua,rrflUes of hlstorlcal date. For example, e fa,rm

-sy tuve been ln one county for many generations, but
\-er the decadeg changes ln countyllnes mayheve

effectlvely moved that fa,nm from one county to
anothet.

Dou$las Kno6 Dlrector of fublication and
Dlgtal Inltlattves, Newberry Llbrary
60 West l[alton Street
chlcago, It 00610
Frmall school@newbeu1r.org

bttp://publlcattons.newberry. org/a,hcbp
*********rr******t *

From the Assocletlon for Grovestone Studies e
Newsletter, Issue #80, clune, 2010:

New publlcatlo* thadows la tke Valley A Cnltwal
Hlstory of lllaess, Death and Loss ln New Wan{
184o1916 by AIan C. Swedlund, professor emerltus of
anthrcpology et the Unlverslty of Massaohusetts. Thls
richly textured sturly employs dozens of powerft[ case

studles as well as mortallty statlsttcs and mournlng
rltuals, medloal treatments and emer$ng publc health
praotloes. http://people.umess.edu/swedlund

Badger Boaeyards: The Etcmal Rest ottke Staryby
-'rrnls Mo0enn. Fromthe ornate tombs of Mllwaukee

\-or baron Frederlok Pabst to mlnlgsul6 anoestral plots,

Wlsconsto cemeterles house memories of wa,r, famllles,
tnagedy, and communlty. the book ls avallable for
$tO.e6 from the msconsln Hlstonlaal Soclety.

* ** * *** * ** *** * * * * * * *

New Inventton: Interactlve Vtdeo Gravemarkers.
Tony Pettry's lnventlon, Everlasting Memories, ls a
Ilne of headstoues and greve markers featurlng
lntena,otlve vldeo goreens whlch dlsplay photogaphs,
home movles and audlo comnenta,ry of the depented.

Goo$e: Everlasttng Memorles
I'rom Fox News, August 9, e010, nTombstoues Go

Dlgltal,' Assoolstsd Press. Ptotued ts Glenn Toothman
III, the founder and CEO of Memory Meda,lllou holdlng a

smert pbone es he stsnds at Green Mount Cemetery ln
Waynesburg, Pa The Memory Medalllon is a smell steel
disc wblch ls etteched to a tombstone, monunent or
memorlal that contalns a bar code that can be read by
most smart phones. It can direct cell phones to web

sltes and vldeo about the deoeased. A standard Memory
Medallton remembrance pack&ge costs $286 and can

' 'lude a vldeo played by a bar code called a QR code.

Fnom the Cowcll Bhtffs Nonparcll, Janua.ry 8?,
1949: "Long serles of Bflls to llouse.' The llouse of
Representatlves Becelved a sertes ofbills whloh have
won comntttne approvel, lncludlng e b[l thst woukl
rcrylre tomshlp trustees to contJnue pg[afnlnlng
cemeteries that hsve been ln uge and malntalned by
pnblto funds more than 26 yea,rs, and to $ve townshlp
trustees authortty to dlspose of long unused burlel
plots.

*********************
From Ihe Amerlcan Leglon, May 8010, page 89: *The

Whole Earth was Thelr Tomb,' by Max Cleland,

semetary of the Amerioan Battle Monunents
Commlsgion. Around the world, falten heroes are uot
fongotten on Memorlal Day. Overseas cemeteries serye
as restlng ploces fon 184,91? U.S. war dead; 50,981
from Ylorld Tlar I, 95,846 from lTorld IYar II, and 760
from the Merd.can - Amerlaan TIar (184&1848).

Another 94,186 U.S. servicemen and women who ane

mlsslng ln action, orr wepe lost or burted at sea durlng
the world wars and the Korean aad Vletna,m warg, a,pe

commemonsted by name on Tablets of the lllsslng.
Many of the dead are buried in cemeter{es looated on or
near th.e battl&scsmed fleld they dled liberatlng. In atrl

c&ses, host countrles provlde the cemetery lands to the
Unlted Stetes ln perpetulty, free of oha,rge or taxatlou
the Amenlcan Battle Monunents Commlsslou's web

slte, www.abmc.gov, has descrlptlotrs of, aad

dhectloas to, eaoh oemeterlr, whene landsoaped gsves
and headstones of prlstlne whlte marble a,re

metlonlously malntailned. Besldes malntalning tbe
beautlful and lnsplmtlooal sltes, the ASMC hos a duty
to perpetuate the stories ofcoulage and secrlllce thst
those honored can no longer tell th,emselves. the poet

Archlbald Maolelsh's younger brother Kenneth dled ln
W.W.II, when hls plane was shot down over Bel$um. In
hls poem nTlre Yonng Dead Sokllers Do l{ot Spesft,'

Macletsh calls on the ltvlng to remember those vrho

dled ln war and $ve slgniflcanoe to thelr llves: uThey

sey l[e leave you oun deatb.s: Glve them thelr
meanlng.'

In 8010, The Amerioan Le$on wlll dellver, free of
cha,rge, more than e0,000 new U.8. flags to be placed at
the graves of those who dled while servlng ln nlllh,ry
operatioas overseas. The [e$on's 0verseas Grave

Decor,atlon Trust replaces flags as they art needed at
ABMC cemeteries acposs Europe. More theo 94,000
flags have been sent since 8006.
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OOUilTT NEPOBTS

AUDUBON

From the Anlb Tttbtne, ahnuary L6,L944: 'Tolls of Pioneer

Cenetery notg.n When Luoretla Bowen" 15, oane to Audubon
oounty wlth her Inr6nts, Mr. and Mrs. Wt[teu Henry Bowe& ln
1866, ghe ssld she wsnted to bulld her tuturc home on t&e hlll to
the northwest of the oabln the fa,rn{ywas then llvlnS ln

Tlree years later tuoretlo dled fiom typhold fever end she wsg
bruled on the bill where she baal wu,nted her home to be bullt. In
the years to follow tbe hlll beone the llnatr regtlng plaoe for meny
others, untll totlay the [ooll lg dottetl wlth whlte orosgeg. Bowen

Cenetery Is locsted about a mlle and e bsf northwest of Hidbtand
church andJust north of the Caes county llne ln Audubon oounty,
aod Ie one of tbe oldeet brulal plots lo thls part of tbe gtate.

Aooordln8 toLlzzle Bowen, 88 year old SanddauSter of the
man for whom tbe 0emot6rXr ls named, and who livee ,n the
III$tand vlolnlty not far &om the cemetery, ea,rly settlers tn that
terrltory bur{ed thelr dead h the tlmber or ln pashres, as thero
were Do oemetelleg untll eftel Luoretla Bowen dled lhen
nel$bors cane to Bowen aud offered to buy lote on the bill ryLene

tuoretla wae burled" ltro boye, gosoldln€l to the storT hAndod

doun ln the Bowen fanily, husked corn for two days for Mr.
Bowen to pay for a lot ln urtrIch to burJr I youngil brother.

Later, an acre of gf,ouud was fenced off wlth c bosxd fenoo sod
tr*ter a woveu wlre feuoe wlth steel posts enclosed the bur.ial traot.
In early drye eaoh fam{y took oane of lts own lot, but as teans
were used ln nowlnf the weeds by aome of the lot owtroror roany of
tho grBves were fenoed to plevent tbe drtvlng of horges over the

€FsveB. thege fenceg stil remal& althon$ the oemeteryls now
oarefully oaled for.

BLACK HAWK
tr'rom the Waterloo Sunday Cowter, Deoemben 6, 1981,

"UnXoom Soldler Buled ln ltaterloo Cemetery," by Robert M. L.
slohnsou Ploturerl lg the sma1l government tombgtoae that msrkg
the gave of an utroown CIvIIl[ar veteran,looated ln Falrvlew
Cemetery on the CsxI Emlth femily plot. the soldlel dted pennllese
aod wlthout relsflves. At one Hme, the neme was kuoym by the
gmith F&nlly, but hae now sllpped everybo(y's memory. Blaok
flawk colmtygenealo8lst, lllke Magee, ls golng to attempt to
moearch and ldeuflfy the eoldler so that a stone wlth bls rrame can
be lnste.lle<I.

IIre New Barclay Cemetery, estsblished ln 1858, lB on Faoebook
and ls advortlslng oometery plots @ $500 aod requestlng doneHong
to help malntaln this hlstorlc oemeteiy.
wumr.faoebook.oom/pages/New-Barolay{emetery/ I 266864 I ?67 I 500

Mlke Megee oonduoted a tombstona oleanla( sen nsr on JuDe t? at
Eprtng CrceE Tnp Cemetely fnom 9:00 Al[ - uoou

BREMEN
Ia spite of the dlrappolntlnd rdlng by a Judfe la tbe Boorcm,/Syraouse

OemetarSr oase sone Sood nswg ha8 oome out of Bremen County. Biok
Studevant, a faDly trlstortaD, reoent[y tnqulred about the looatlon of the
luflsl slte of nov. Charleg tr. llarta, Hg rAfe Betsy, aad lvllltram Speuoe,
aDoDC otbars. ID 1860, heyaettled south ofruhatheg slnoe beoome
Ilaverly. Rlok's gmndfather ryho ovengaw the glavos negehatsou ln the
Gmet Depresston laat ssw a slnge tFov€otono there ,10 y€srs sgo. nsy
Fpedrtck, who llves la the al'eq vohrateemd to sbow them the spot rvhere
he had hea,rd a headgtons onoe stood

trhom the Cdar Fdls llmea, ,\g 84, A01O 'Cemetary Myatery: Eolved
- Iandowmr plnpolnts hlstorlo gayeslt€,' by Amella tr Dldhoy&
Ptott:led ane l{lke l[adee, Bay Fredrtok and llstt Fox of Waver,ly as thsy

dlsouss the &@mi of brobsbne whtsh ns*od the Epenoerltrafio
Ceuuetety on For's abetrsot he shne was for the $ava of lYllltan
gpeaoen thldevslt rras $aleful For had dlowed t&e oewrpapen

aooegg to the stto and mnte to flnd room sodDents of the tombgtoae and

have lt restored andbave e meroorlal plaque plaoad wlth ths na,rnee of the
peofle nto were bruded tbem. Ulf,e }dagee was able to looate nanos of
papoons r.hoso gtavss a,re tb,ene ou the flPA 1960'g Gmves Be$s&8tlon
Suvsy. LatBr, UlEe aoooxopa,Dlod the dltor of the Waver\y nsrnpope to
tte stte. Iandowasr Uatt For ls agosabls to l0te ttD8lr'lng t&e sbue
and plaolr$ lt uprt$t ln tts od$nal looatlon

CARROTL

From the Caproll DW fines, Au$st 17, 1964: Plohued ls the
enhanoe to the counQyrs fhst famlly bulal plot , Mo0ur(y's
cenetery on the Harold Turuer farm south of Camollton ![r.
I\uner and hls sons hsve gtarted clearlnS the brush aod weedg

out of the oemetsry and hope to bave lt seeded t0 g!88s nort y08r.

Iu another plctulq Mr. Truaer'g song are ghown ag they oheok one
of the old pave msrkeng in the oemelery. It ls belleved tbat uihen
It was ref€ooed some 80 years Bgo that some of the gltves were
left outslde the aree. the local Rotary Club etuaUed the blatoty of
the oemetery aadbrou$t lts ne$ected oondiHon to the attendon of
lte members.

From the Dal)y Ttmes l{eral4 .Iuly 6, 8010r "Gltdden dedioateg

veterans monument,' by Butch Heman. 0n Iadependenoe Day, tbe
oonmuity of GIIdden nemembered aud honored lt'g nllltary heroes
vrlth a gpeclal mouunent ln the Merle IIay Memorlal Ceroetery.

Glldden can boast to belng home of ffi. Uerle Heg the first U.8.

oasualty of World l[an I; end Enola (hy Tibbeta, whose sou CoI PBul

Tlbbete named e &89 aftor hls mother and dropped the flmt atomio
bomb on tttmsftlma' clepa,u,ln World IYan II. the mouument
contalns the nanes of nearly 500 war veterans buried ln the
cemetery. Plcttued ls Iowa Aruny Natlonal Guard Lt. Col. Todrl
clsoobus ae he spoke at the oeremony and *ra,nked O[dden's
veterans. the Glid<ten Le$onnelres performed the flffi aagrolsln$
st the mouumont.

CERRO GORDO

From the Mason Clty Globe&azette, Art$ust 5Q 1961: "Kosnske
Erplalns Old Conheots on Cemetery Plots.' H.IY. Koene[e,
pnesldent of the Memorlal Park oemetery, gsld thst oourta hsve
ruled lt unconstltuflonrl to llnit buflsl gounds to membels of the
Ceucsslsn lace. Kieneke nsds thls st&tement ln reeponse to a
quely oonoeming couhsots wrltten by the prlvate\yowaed
cemetery ln wbich lt was stlpulated thst use of burlal plots vues

llmtted to the Caucaslao race. ths presldent explalmd that hls
oompaoSr took over Memorlal Palk in 1946 and tbat old contraots,
previoru$ pr{nte( were wed for gome tlne for deeds to burisl
plots. the new oontracts no longer have thls olause, he sald.

Koeneke also ssld that veterqns of l[orld llan II were buled ln
the oemeterywlthout regspdto race, oree4 or oolor. IlegsLttbat
a Chlnese bsd been buried ln the oemetery reoently.

cHrcK.AsAw
From an e-mail dated July 11 from Priscilla Reisner: I

had been doing most of the mowing lately but I like to
do that, it's so peaceful. I like to pullweeds
too!!! Thurs. when I went to Pearl Rock, ! noticed there
was a bunch of big weeds, (l think they're called "pig"
or "horse" weeds & some pretty new kind of thistle's I

don't remember seeing before), along the fence on the
vvest & north side, so I pulled most of them. Then I had
to get rid on theni so I called the Nashua City office to
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'see if the dump was open & they weren't & besides it
'was only for the city people!!! So, here I am without a
place to get rid of it! I dumped them by the pile of
brush by the comer post of the Catholic cem, Fred is
^oing to callthe one trustee over there that was

. _ operatMe to see if he knows where I can get rid of it.
-We also have a lot of brush to bum so I think I'm going
to find out if some of the people from the Catholic Ch.
can help us, some of it is theirs anyrvay & now they
have a part of a big tree down on the C. side, thank
God, it didn't hit any of the stones! Those stones all
need cleaning again too!

There was a lake out at the Garden of Memories after
this last big rain! I had been pulling the big weeds out
there & it was gefting too dry to pull them, so when the
"rain" came, I took advantage of it & went out to the
cemetery. The water was even up to the south post of
the gate, I had to swing around it to get to a place I

could step onl The road was even blocked off further
down past the cemetery! Boy, did those weeds pull
nice! \Mren I pulled them, I got a real good "slupping"
sound & sometimes there was even a night crawler or
two pulling on the other end. A real good place for a
fisherman to find his bait! I didn't want the weeds
sprayed, (in case your wondering why we didn't spray
them), because I knew the dead stuff would have to be
pulled out & l'd rather not have the spray on them!

7N811O.,I GOT THE REST OF THE \A/EEDS
PULLED TONITE, IWANT TO HAVE THE GRASS
SEED SPREAD SAT. AFTERNOON. GOD SENT ME
AN ANGEL, I HAD SPREAD A BUNCH OF THE
PULLED \A'EEDS OUT OVER THE AREA THAT I HAD.ILLED 

THEM FROM SO THEY WOULD DRY & THE
\-.JYTHAT MOWS, PICKED THEM UP FOR ME &

HAULED THEM TO THE DUMP & HAS BEEN MOWNG
THE AREAAS 1 HAD BEEN GETTING THE WEEDS
OUT, SO IT LOOKS PRETTY GOOD & LOOKS LIKE !T
\AflCN'T BE TO HARD TO GET GRASS ALL OVER
THERE AGAIN!

Last fall the county gave us a whole lot of dirt, (after
we finally had the grass growing on the low side), I

don't think we could ever get enough dirt in there to not
have a lake in there sometimes! So, this spring we
had our son, Mike go out there & move the dirt around
& level it off Unfortunately, Frdd was unable to plant
the grass seed when it needed it & guess he didn't
think about having someone else do it & I was gone to
MN. for 3 wks, (our dau. had knee surgery), so I didn't
think about it either! Too many other things to think
about, I guess!

We do need to have a mtg. sometime but thought
maybe this e-mailwillfill you all in on what's going on in
the cemeteries. The fence at Stapleton needs some
painting done but think we can get by until next year!
The Mc0rae stone fell over & needs to be put back
up. That will be a job for 2 lifters & a gluer! I did think
about it needing pins put in it to help keep it up but I

have given it a lot of thought & think it's not a good
idea to pin it because if it got knocked over again the
bottom of the stone would be broken at the end of the

level & I think it would better to just put it back up

with the break at the base edge! There are 2 kids'
stones out there that don't have a top & thought
maybe we could make a lamb out of the cement we
sometimes have left over when we set a stone up.
Also, if we had some creative people that wanted to
make some "garden stones". We do have letters to put
words on them!

The Ch. Co. Historical people have asked us to
clean the stones at the West Cemetery down the st. &
around the curve at the west side of town! There is
also a lot of stone cleaning in the other ones to do if
anyone has time. I could make up some kits for anyone
that would like to do that when they had a little spare
time or felt the need for some fresh airl Mike Magee
had us go down to a cemetery south of Jesup to show
the "genie" group how to clean stones. I have a few e-
mail pictures to send. I have found out that I like using
a spray bottle paint brush & to put the cleaner on the
stones. Less mess & uses less cleaner, lthink!

Last year I started working on putting a headstone
together that was in 4 pieces, !'m pretty close to getting
it finished & then we cern install it upright! Looks pretty
good if I do say so myself!!! I think l'm going to see if I

can get the name put back on it but it's been long
enough ago there might be more than I think! I hope it
works because I hate to have to lay them down.

CTINTON

Gllnton GounQr Ploneer Gemetery Gommlsslon -
June 7,2A1O

Clinton County Pioneer Cemetery Commission (CCPCC)
members have had productive monthly meetings since being
formed in 2008 and being hosts for the SAPIC meaing in
April 2009. Currently the commission oversees 27 pioneer
cemeteries with approximately 20 of these being mowed on a
regular basis wittr contracts with seven different people who are
mowing the lawns and doing minor maintenance.

The county supervisors have turned over the care of all
pioneer cemeteries in the county to the commission with ta"r
lely funding which prwiously went to the tov,rnships for these
cemeteries now in an account under the CCPCC. Our freasurer
overse€s income and expenses for each of the cemeteries with a
running spreadsheet.

The commission is concentrating on restoring three of the
neglected cemeteries which have been completely overgrown
with trees and brush. Number one on our list is the Hess
Cemetery in Hampshire Township within the Clinton city
limits. This cemetery is on the original Lincoln Highway route
and thus the commission applied for the Lincoln lfghway
Association granq winners of which will be announced June 25.
This cemetery has native prairie grass in areas around the grave
markers and we are working with the Clinton County
Conservation director to restore and maintain this prairie which
was long neglected and encroached with noxious weeds. This
summer of 2010 we hope to work on stone restoration at this
cemetery.

The commission is also atternpting to control weed growth at
two other cemeteries, Pleasant Hill and tlckory lfill, which
have been long negleoted. Some of the trees and brush were
cleared from these cemeteries in 2008 urd it is hoped to do
more work on clearing trees and stumps and preparing the
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ground for seeding in the next fewyears.
Thanls to the Jackson County commission members for their

assistance in helping us get started. Last November Clinton
County members met with Jackson County members at the
Canada Hollow Cemaery in Jackson County and they
explained to us how they restore a negleoted c€metery. This is a
very attraotive spot whioh they have restored with markers for
each gravg restored stones and a comfortable iron bench to sit
on. Members of this commission also helped to make a grid
and dowse Ames Creek Cemetery in Clinton County which had
approximately 18 burials and only two stones remaining along
a fence line.

We hope to continue the work here as well as in all other
pioneer cemeteries in the county.

From ?te Bee, deffereon, Iowa, eluly 6, B0l0: .Unooln

Ht$way Assoolaflon holds natlonal oonferenoe.o Inoluded ln the
a,rtlole tbat telle of the aofivltles at the oonference in Dron, It ou
thue 88-80, was the report that the Cllnton Cor:nt5r ptoneer
Cemetery Qommtsslssvrgs swsrded I grant of $g,600 for the Eess
Cemetery revltallzatlon proJect to rebulld dam4god headotones, add
new wrought hon fenolng and regtoraflon of pralrle glass. Ihe
cemetely ls elong tbe Ig15 Fll€lnmeDt of the tlncoln Hi$wqy.
wurwJincolnhlgwayassm.orBllowa/
A meeting of the Washington Cemetery Association was held

April 30 at the home of Alice Mans in Maquoketa. Attending
were president Randy Mohr, secretary Alice Mans, treasurer
Ruth Wilson and directors Lyle Schepers and Harold and Anita
Schepers. Dottie Bunichter is also a director. The members
bave decided to contact Stonehuggers Cemetery Restoration
service to see about cleaning straightening and repairing
gravestones in the cemetery. They will record all information
in a binder and do research on the two Civil War veterans
buried in tle cemetery: Josiah Hudson and Hezekiah Gordon.
The Washington Cemetery Association was formed in 1967
when the late Rev. Ed Mohr cleaned up the cemetery area in
northwest Sharon Township in Clinton County. Anyone
interested in helping with the cost ofstone resioration can send
a donation to Ruth Wilson, 2593 282nd Ave., DeWitl IA
52742 or AliceMans, 505 Mlton Dr., Maquoketn 52,060.

DAI,LAS

_ flgp tile P1W DeW,oIuly 5, lg15: "To llove Gmveyard Ftfty
Feet North.' Ihe Mllwaukee mllrosd hss a problem beoor:se of thir
neoesslty of wl66nln8 the blg flll on the west bank of the Deg
Molnes rlver between Penry and Uadrld. Ihe neCIsslt5r of movtns
about one balf of o greveyerd Is belng faoed and the oonpanyg
af,ents have a senlous pnoblem ln aooonpltshlng lts end. Ihe
coupany ls trow srrsn€ln€lto remove the bodles snd the gIwe
stooes to a polnt at the north end of the oemetely an<l thug do
awaywlth the necoselty of bulldlng a hge rctalntng vrall. It lg
leolared by mlhoed offlolala thet the oemetery tuoked eway to the
Des Molnes plysr hllte has csused more correepond,euoe tUin any
sln$e pleoe of land ruetl ln tbe new double traok rlghbof-rny.

DEs MOIITES

tr'nom the Bwllngton Hawk"0yq Beptember 6, lggg:
AV. Keulrlck brought up the affslr of ao unused
cemeterTr in Unlon towushlp, ald presented a petitton
fl'om the people of that vlclnlty &sktng tbe Methortist
Conference to a,llow them to use lt.

From the &nllngton Dally Hawk-Eye, September 8, 1889:

'l{earlng the End - A [eneral Round Up of the l[ork of the
trfethotilst Confereuoe.n Inoluded ln the reports that ended the
oonfemnoe ls a referenoe to the oemetery propo$y ln Unlon
townshlp. the confenenoe tnuteea were l:nsmroted to tpengfer e[
thelr rl$t and 6tle thereto, of the oonferenoe, to the hrstees of
UnlonTownshlp.

DICKNIgON
From the Spirit Lake Beacon, October 30,1924: "Dealings

in Real Estate in Dickinson County." Charles Masuen and wife
to lVooster B. Wayt, excepting cemetery.

IIARRISOIT/8HEIBY

lf anyone is interested, we have formed a
somewhat new group called WIPCA - Western
lowa Pioneer Cemetery Association.

We are going to try and establish different
places where we can meet and different
oemeteries that need our attention.

This group (about 20) went to the LDS
ggr.netery in Shelby County, on Saturday, July
1Offr, and cleaned it up and marked graveswith no
headstones and those needinq repalr. We then
went to the Manteno park and had'lundr, went
back and pq! up 2 flagpoles and finished up.

We would love to have vour oarticiDatiori. as we
are looking to get Western lowb involved.

Alvin Craiq Poole
2008-2016 President
ftg1{sqn _County G enealogicat Society
2810 190th Trail
Woodbine, lA 51579-4063

cpoole@unmc.edu
'?lwrdt ol c4dkl aa le la !w* a ao$a crrlh, ard th

ttk rt th ardh dll at do &ttzd, *app,ar*,rnc
dpwau 4 d*? fu."

-- Buddha

HENRY
From the Davenport WeeHy Gazette, July I l, 1883: ,.Fight

Over a Tombstone." Winlield in Henry County has been
considerably agitated over a somewhat singular trial which was
held in that torrn last week. A Mr. L. C. Phillips dying about
a year ago, was buried by his parents in the cemetery of the
Friends church, west of town. Mr. Phillips had belonged to the
Order of Free Masons, and, after asking the consent of the
relatives of the deceased and part of the cemetery committee, his
Masonic brothers erected a small headstone, bearing a Masonic
emblem, overthe grave. Some weeks ago this stone was
removed by four brothers named Cooper, who replaced it with
one exactly similarly only without the Masonic emblem. The
Friends did not sustain the action of these gentlemen, although
they do not believe in secret orderq and thC original was
replaced. Three of the gentlemen signified their willingrress to
make every amend, but because of the ill-feeling of the fourth,
proceedings were brought against all. The case was tied and
the jury found a verdict of guilty upon the first ballot. $5 each
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' -j *rt was imposed. An appeal was trken.' From theCedo Rryids Re)ibltcan, Mty 29,1904: ..Can,t

Yry 9f"qT." Althe conclusion of i nneen dav's riat in tie
g-rtrr-ct court h€rg Judge Smyth rendered a decision to the'Wayland 

Tq.rg.y lrom using the ground froposed for burial
\_ Tpry. It is the first case of the kind ever iriea in Ure state

and has been watched with great interest by the state board ofh++. Th9 expert witnessei for the pt*nftf toJudg;-Sryth,,
mind greatly preponderated 

!q weighi as to Ae Oangir t" ti{. 
-

water in $e-n9iqlrlorhood of this imetery.
From theMt pleasant News, Octoberi, 1947: Three

ryglected cemeteries are mentioned in the article -_ Home
Bethel, Woodlawq and the old Williford that conlains fire
gmves of trvo brothers, one a soldier of the Union army ana tne
otherof the confederate. who are the forgotten buriedin these-
llore or^tore neglected rural burying grounds in Henry
9ouqtyl Many of ttrom are the pione,i men and womln who
fought the conqllest ofan undeviloped country. The men and
womon who-zuffored privatiorl discburagement and other
Temy conditions of those early days. The,y are those who laid
th" 

"ry 
forndations of the communities of Henry County. --

They lived, they ventred, they labored and conquered. fhey
died and w-ere buried, and now quite forgotten. th" grorre 

-"

$one! are largely overturned or broken, the weathered'
inscriptions have faded. With some the plow, season after
season, and furrow by funow, have slowly covered the last
,.stige of the place where these pioneers hnd their last resting
place.

HUMBOLDT
Fromthe Hamboldt Republican, Apirl 22,193g: ..Address

J\Trttel by funerat director R. a. Skaulstad for Cemetery
Meet." A lengthy address was written by Mr. Skaugstai and
. ' at lhe meeti_qg he called to considcr ways and rieans of
hxprovinq.the unkempt cemeteries of Humboldt county. He
proposes that each township and town go together andievy a
cemetery tax for the maintenanc,e of alliemeteries within the
counry. As funeral director, he has observed the neglected
condition in parts of cemeteries, specifically Unioniem*ry, ,,
some families do not tend their relatives' graves. He offers to
have rural cemeteries mowed at his expeni and advocates
lnowing t}re cemeteries with a small mower instead of a horse
{1"* mower onoe a year. He ends with this plea: ,.please talk
this over with yourleighbors and see if we can't all cooperate
and make Humboldt county a county which will be talkid
about for the pride they ake in respecting their dead.,,

IOWA
From the Iowa Genealogical society newsletter: The Iowa

county Genealogical Society held its fourth annual ..A picnic in
theCemetery" in June. participants took a sack lunch, la-wn
ghairs a1d b'g spray and met at O:OO pM at piersol Cemetery.
Featrred speakers wereBonnie and Scott Romine and Dave
Jackson. Scott is the c€metery sextorL Bonnie portrayed several
of her ancestorg and Dave spoke about a man tirat haa been
murdered and is buried in piersol. ,,A picnic in the Cemetery"

fas b9co.m9 the society's most popular program. past years
have tncluded presentations on readying and caring for-
tombstones and understanding the meirings of thi symbols on
the stones. The last two yearJhave indudld porfayals ofp" 'le that are buried in the featrred cemetery. ICGS meets the
sr_-.d Thursday of each month at the genealogioa fiUr-y in---

Nqrth nrlglish. Everyone is welcome to attend. For more
mtormatlon, contact:

Iowa 
_Cornty Genealogical Society

P.O. Box 207
t2t Main St.
North English, IA 52316
Phone: 319-664-3194
F-mail : iacogen@netins.net
Web site: http://i4genweb.org/iowa.researcMCcs.hfin

JONES
From the Monticello Express, February 29, lg72: Tlrre

"surfac€-men" or "ballaste?s', on the new ioad have been for a
long time obtaining sand with which to level the track from a
bed near Oxford, something l-i-k" f**ty miles from ttf ;it.
They ha lately been compelled to stop, and for a singutar'-
reason.. There is l grav: yard closely adiaceng and suci large
quantities ofsand have been taken out that ttre burial placefias
been literally undermined, and the workrnen have ceased
operations. There is a large bed of sand just east, and a smaller
one just west of Kitty Creek bridge, closi to our city, and from
this the company will probably obtain their supply, at least for
some time to come.

FromtheMonticello Expresq December 10, l93l: Claude
O. Sweet and wife to Harriet E. Rummell, 

"*cept 
burial ground

2 rds square about 65 rods south of the corner of Nwt/+Iwt/+
sec 10-83-2. 118 acres, $1.00.

FromtheMonticello Express, March 29,1940: William W.
Bixler and Myrtle, wife to Eenry Bailey, excepting 

"r."t ry
near nw corner said sec 1.67 acres.

FromtheMonticello Express, April4, 1974: Real Estate

,A.uctio1 on_!-Ignday, April 15, t974 atthe farm premises

lo-catgd on Highway l5l approximately 4 miles northeast of
Monticello, Iowa. 158 acre farm exceft Graveyard Lot
containing about I r/2 aqes in the Southeast corner of the wr/2
Swl/4 of said Section 6.

LEE

. .From the Daily Gate City, February lL,20l0: ..A
bittersweet love story," by Terry Alth;ide.-Terry,s fascination
with memorials statues and markers led him to hnd out more
about the builder of a stone wall in Keokuk. The inscription on
one stone of the wall reads ..Built in 1927 by Nick pokajac.,,
It seems that Mr. Pokrajac came to America in 1905, but due to
much red.tape, his wife was delayed for Z? yearsbefore being
able tojoin him. Terry muses that the love the pokajacs haf
for each other is more than worthy enough to be remembered as
a love that stood the test of time. He asks that if anyone has
any information about this couplg he would greatly appreciate
hearing from them.

_ Tp, theDaily Gate City, Iv{arch 25,2010: ,.Who 
shot

Orlin Heaight?" by Terry Altheide. Terry asks this question as
he leaves the grave of tljs boy who was ihot dead uith. ug. oi
15 by an unknown assailant on the evening of March 5, 1157.

{-linquest failed to produce anyone respolsible forthe crime.
Orlin_'s parents lived for more than 30 yiars never having the
sati,.sfaqio.n of seeing their son,s killeibrought to justicel they
suffered the loss of two other children who lied young of 

-J

unknown-causes. Terry ponders if Mrs. Heaight Lver [eard of a
Ureek writier named Sophocles who once wrote tiat.,children
were the anchors that hold a mother to life..
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From theDaily Gate City, May 6,201.0: "Lee Co. Veterans
Project has cerernony at cemetery." Pictured is Basil Reed of
Keokuk VFW Post 3508 as he presents an American flag to
Emily Esarey at the Lee County Project ceremony held recently
at OaHand Cemetery, Keokuk. h[s. Esarey is a descendant of
IMaj. Henry Curtis who was massacred with approximately 75
other men after being captured by Cont'ederate forces under the
command of the notorious William Quantrill. She traveled
from White llall, ilinois to attend the ceremony. Remarks
were given by Richard D. Grim, junior vice commander,
Depaxtrnent of Iowa, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.
Opening remarks were given by Terry Altheide and the
invocation was given by Pastor John Heath of Calvary Baptist
Church. Britany Glockhart of the church's youth group held
the flag before the presentation. The Second Battery ofthe
Iowa Light Artillery served as the honor guard and Taylor
Young of Central Lee High School played "Taps."

From theDaily Gate City, May 18, 2010: "somber weather
doesn't dissuade crowd at second Veterans Cemetery Tour," by
Karyn Spory. Pictred is the Keokuk Veterans Memorial wall
that contains the names of veterans from the Keokuk area. The
tour was sponsored by the Lee County Veterans Project and
features l0 veterans who served in wars ranglng from the Civil
warthrough Operation Iraqi Freedom, including Charles Van
Ausdall whose family was present. He was the pilot of a B-17
that was shot down overBelgium. The cost of the tour was $7
and wreaths were available for $20. All proceeds went to
purchase the engraving of four more names on the Memorial.
The Keokuk Senior HIgh School Speech and Drama Club and
Ogo's Restaurant were saluted for their support of the tour.

From the Daily Gate City, May 25, Z0lO: "Respect, care for
the past." Pictured are Keokuk Mayor Tom Marion, Terry
Altheide and his grandson, Anthony Stice. Mayor Marion
proclaimed the month ofMay as "Cemetery Appreciation
Month -- a time to dedicate to the preservation and care of
cerneteries and appreciation for all who strive to deliver ttrat
preservation and care."

From theDaily Gate City,May 26,2010: "Altheides
saluted." Pictured are Terry and Linda Altheide of Keokuk as
they receive a Community Pride Award. They are shown with
grandson, Anthony, and the Community pride Committee
members, Rob Kelly and Tim Peevler. The picture was taken
in front of the Civil War gravestone of Union soldier George
Diggs who died in 1862. Terry has restored the stone, along
with many others in the cemetery. The Altheides have
fumished wreaths and decorations for the Memorial WaIk.

The 2010 Pioneer Patriot's Day will be held in the Croton
Cemetery on September 25 at 1:00 PM. For more information,
contact Terry Altheide at: SWoetpeaandbigun@msn.com

LINN
From the Cedar Rapids Times, December 19, l1i2 "A

Ghastly Spectacle -- the secret of a graveyard revealed.,, The
article tells of a steet being cut through the bluffs in the eastem
part ofthe city that passed through a portion ofan old
cemetery. The remains were not removed but used with dirt to
fill up the grade to the proper level. Heavy rains washed dirt
from around the cofEns and left many exposed. A small boy
was observed carrying a packet of luxuriant hair that the boy
admitted was obtained from one of the graves. He admiued
that several other boys had found and removed hair from the

graves, also, and sold it for a "grand, round sum." The writer
states that this information will probably be on interest to those
who pride themselves so highly upon the quality and beauty of
material composing their switches and chignons, and he leaves
it to them to determine for themselves how many of them have
been adding to their attractiveness at the expense of the old and
almost lbrgotten cemetery on the bluft's.

From the Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, June 29, 1894:
The case of Nellie Gray vs J.M. Gray, an action to quiet title in
a block of cemetery property, occupied the grcater portion of the
time yesterday. Decision has not yet been announced. The
court is considerably behind with the assignment and will
hardly catch up by the work of tomorrow.

From the Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, June 16, 1914:
Lulu Skillman to Frantiska Biderman, quit claim deed except
burial ground in nw cor. containing l/2 acre.

From the Cedar Rapids Tribune, luly 17,1936: "March of
Progress Tums Former Cemetery Into a Modern Linn Co.
Farm," by Ernest Mickel. The article tells of F. Soukup, a
farmer in northern Linn county, who turned a neglected
cemetery into a hog lot, used a baby's stone for a porch
supporq and other granite and marble markers for a bam
foundation.

From the Cedar llapids Gazette, November 29,1970:
"Vandalism." Pictured are sixteen tombstones that were
toppled by vandals on Thanksgiving night at St. John's
Cemetery in Cedar Rapids. Also pictured is caretaker Clarence
Meeker checking one of the large monuments thatwas
damaged. The damage was centered in the older section of the
cemetery.

From the Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 21, 2010: "Mount
Vernon residents work at righting a wrong," by Chris Pratt.
About 35 Mount Vernon residents, including Cornell College
football players and coaches, were busy last night repairing
damage to about 55 graves that were vandalized at Mount
Vernon Memorial Cemetery between June 28 and July 8. They
fixed disturbed headstones, using a back hoe as needed and used
caulk to piece a few stones back together. C.J. McDonald, a
running back for the Rams, said it was disturbing that
vandalism had occurred in a place where the dead should be able
to rest peacetblly. "It's vandalism to the highest " he said.

LYON
From thelyon County Reporter, August 16,2000: "Mayor

vetoes portion of cemetery resolution." Rock Rapids Mayor
Keith Benson vetoed the council's resolution passed at the July
25 meeting regarding Riverview Cemetery. The council set
plot, interment and monument fees and defined a "resident" as
anyone living in Lyon County. The mayor did not feel this
definition was in the best interests of the citizens of the city of
Rock Rapids and did not feel it was fair to ask the taxpayers to
pay expenses ofnon-residents. The council has 30 days to
decide to accept the veto or override it. The discussion ended
on an ironic note when it was announced that 20 acres of the
cemetery were achrally owned by Rock Township having been
deeded to them in 1888.

From the LeMars Daily Sentinel, (no date given): Farmers
in the area of Doon and the board of zupervisors are
investigating a now unused cemetery with the purpose in mind
of adding it to cornland. The oldest marker is dated December ,

26,1870. Most markers are for children of folks who settled

1
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'there before the town was established. The pioneer cemetery is
103 years old and the markers are diffrcult to read as they are
overgrown with weeds, wild grass and flowers.

HARDIN
.-- From the Cedar Rryids Gazette, luly 29,1999: "Graves

moved into path of Highway 20 plans." Some old bones and
graveston$ are showing up along the route to relocate U.S.
Highway 20 near the Iowa River in Hardin County, and
apparently they're freshly planted. A worker with the Iowa
Department of Transportation stumbled upon what seemed to be
three headstones near the west bank of the fiver about four
weeks ago. The stones appeared to be markers from old burials,
just the kind of thing that can hold up highway construction.
An archeologist determined that they hadn't been there long.
Authorities believe the bones and stones have been replanted to
protest the highway's route near the Iowa River greenbelt.

HOWARD
FromtheMason City Globe-Gazette, October 5,1929:. "25

Volunteer Workers Spand Day Repairing Cemetery Near
Cresco." Leveling grounds, filling sunken graves and
straightening up monuments and markers at the New Oregon
cemetery was the work accomplished by the volunteer services
of 23 men, tlree womeq and 13 teams. A list of names of
those who participated followed.

MARION
From the Pella Chronicle, luly 23,1903: "Buried Alive.'

There has been a rumor afloat here the past few days that at a

recent burial in Graceland cemetery in Knoxville, supposed the
pse was interred alive. It is said that the grave digger heard

\,gur distinct raps on the coffin lid when dirt was thrown in, and
that two women who were present also heard it. The dirt
shoveling was discontinued while the party listened and when
it was resumed two more raps were heard. At that juncture ttre
women fled and the frightened workmen continued the work of
filling the grave.

MILLS
From the Glemvood Opinion, September 28,1921:

"Remove Bodies from the Waubonsie Cemetery." The bodies

of Nathaniel Dean and Winifred Scott Dean were moved from
the Waubonsie to the family lot in the Glenwood cemetery.
Nathaniel was buried in 1879 after dying of "old age."
Winifred, a child, was buried in 1864 with a cause of death
listed as "spotted feve,f' known today as spinal meningitis.

MARSHALL
From the,state Center Enterprise, May 11, 1988: "In rural

State Center ... Pioneer cemetery creates controversy." In the
midst of corn fields, next to the road, a couple of miles
southeast of the town of State Centeq an old pioneer cemetery
lies with its solemn gravestones, most of which date back to
the mid-1800's. This pioneer cemetery has stirred recent
controversy, but all agree that the old burial place should
remain a respected and appropriate memorial to the pioneer past.

What is appropriate is, however, the question in the
controversy. Carl Kurtz and Garry Brandenburg, Director of

vshall County Conservation Board, feel that the natife

grasses and flowers "frt well together" and that there is nothing
wrong about the tall prairie vegetation in old burial places. orr
the other han{ Myrl Wilkey, rural State Center famrerwhose
relatives rest in the pioneer cemetery, has been moring the
cemetery at no cost because he believes its appearance shorld be
neatly mowed and clipped. The conservation-minded pmplg
however, urge the consideration ofthe cultural and historical
value as well as the raw and wild beauty of the prairie as a
fitting setting in which the pioneers of the past can rest.

MUSCATINE
From the lowa State Repnrter, August 24, 1881: At a

recent burial in West Liberty , the Musutine Tribune says, the
grave was dug so close to one in which a child dying ftom
scarlet fever was buried that the wall gave way and an

overpowering stench arose. Two children o John Givans were
standing where they received the full effect of the poisonous

vapor and were soon after taken with scarlet fever, from which
one of them died on the 25th.

From the Muscatine Journal and News-Tribune, July 2 (no
year given): *City will Bear Cemetery Grass Mowing
Expense?" Several local civic organizations are advocating that
the city ofMuscatine take overthe mowing of Crreenwood

cemetery, which would result in a slight increase in taxes. The
only places in the cemetery nov/ mowed are the plots forwhich
family has paid for perpeiral care. The perpetual care fund
would be used for raising sunken graves, straightening
headstones, monuments and such otler work; but all mowing
of the grass would be done at city expense. The public is
invited to express their views in the newspaper's opinion page.

PALO ALTO
From the Palo Alto Reporter, July 29,1876: Editor

Reporter - Last week I again visited West Bend for the
purpose of surveying a small cemetery, on Sec. 21, which has

been under consideration for several yeam but has remained in a
neglected condition until the right spirit influence of R.M.J.
McFarland, Geo. Jacobs and David Achison, and now bids fair
to be made a credit to the community, which has quite a
number of friends buried there.

From theEnmetsburg Democrat, February 8,L927: "Lot
Owner's Right in Cemeteries." Court decisions on Matter Will
Be of Interest to the Public; People Should Read them and Be
Posted. Title is Cemetery Lots.

One who buys the privilege of buying his dead kinsmen or
friends in a cemetery requires no general right of property; he
acquires only the right to bury the dead. -Dewenter vs. Geary.

Such right ofburial is not an absolute right ofproperty, but a
privilege or license to be enjoyed, so long as the place
continues to be used as a burial ground, subject to municipal
regulation and contol, and legally revocable whenwerthe
public necessity requires. It is a right of limited use for
purposes of intennent, which gives no title to the land. -Page
vs. Symonde

The holder of a lot in a cemetery belonging to a municipality
or religious society for burial purposes, whether his evidence of
title be by deed, or certificate, or otier means, does not acquire
an absolute title to the land but has the right or license
orclusive ofany and every other person, to bury the dead upon
the subdivided plot assigrred to him; and a license once
acquired cannot be revoked so long as the ground continues to
be used as a place of sepularre. -- Gowan vs. Bessey.
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In deciding that the grounds were assessable to the company
for the construction of a sidewallg the court held that the effect
of a conveyance of a lot was 'no more than to confer upon the
holder of a lot a right to use for the purpose of interments.' No
such estate is granted as makes him an owner in such sense as

to exclude the general proprietorship of the fusociation. The
Association remains the owner in general, and holds that
relation to the public and to the govemment. While subject to
this, the individual has a right, exclusive ofany otherpersons,
to bury upon the subdivided plat assigned to him. He holds a
position analogous to that of a pew holder in a house for public
worship. It is a right, o<clusive of any other of the
congregatioq but subject to the right of religious corporation,
which represents the ownership of the property to the public,
and is the legal owner of the fee of the property. - Buffalo
City Cemetery Association vs. Buffalo.

The courts quite generally hold however, that the purchaser
of a lot in a public cemetery, though the deed be absolute in
form, does not take any title thereto. The mere privilege of
license to make interments in the lot so purchased, exclusive of
all others, is all that is required tlereunder. -- Kincaid's
Appeal, Anderson vs. Acheson.

A lot holder in a cemetery acquires only burial privileges in
the lot and does not acquire title to the land, according to a
decision handed down by the Mchigan Supreme Court in the
case of William E. Rowley of Laingsburg, against the
Laingsburg Cemetery Association. The decision of the high
court means that Rowley has lost in his appeal from the
decision of Judge J.H. Collins in circuit court.

Judge Collins also held that purchase of a cemetery lot does
not carry title to the land but simply conveys burial righg and
that if Rowley declined to pay assessments legally levied, the
association would forfeit his burial rights. The supreme coufi
upheld the lower court in all its holdings.

Another point of misunderstanding is rights of a husband or
wife in a cemetery lot owned by either. A lot standing in the
name of the husband, on his death, descends first to his
children or to the husband's brothers or sisters or father and
mother, never to the wife, nor has the wife any dower right or
contol over the lot except that she has the right to be buried
beside her husband. Likewise, a lot purchased in a married
woman's name will, on her death, go to her children or to her
brothers or sisters or her father and mother, never to her
husband, he having, however, right ofburial therein.

-- Fairchild Cemetery Manual
From the LeMars Daily Sentinel, August 17, 1968:

"Sentence four in cemetery vandalism." Vandalism at Lelvlars
Memorial Cemetery has resulted in jail sentences and work
sessions for four 18-year-old youths. Mayor Adler sentenced all
four to 30 days in the county jail and 40 hours of work each
week during the jail terms, to be spent at the city cemetery and
on Leldars streets without pay. The boys appeared with their
parents at the 8 p.m. hearing. 42 tombstones had been pushed
over resulting in $20,000 in damage. Some of tlre old grave
markers are irreplaceable. Under state statutes, provision is
made so lawsuits can be filed by the city or individual owners
of the stones. There may be a possibility that homeowners'
insurance or perpetual care paid through the cemetery may cover
the costs.

However, some stones date back before the nrrn of the century
with no descendants in the area"

PLYMOUTH
From the lreton Ledger, August 28,1924: "Unused

cemetery lots to be taken over." The Le Mars Cemetery
Association has filed suit to vacate the title of a number of lot
holders, who have not taken care of their plots in the Le Mars
Cemetery for {0 years or more, in accordance with the law and
the association's files. The lots were not used, and the owners
have moved away. Some died and were buried elsewhere.

RINGGOLD
In an e-mail from SAPIC membeq Charly Stevens, dated

July 21,2010: "Ringgold County Cemetery Headstones
Vandalized." (Mount Ayr) : More than 40 gravestones are
demolished in a Ringgold County pioneer cemetery. The
sheriffs oflice asks the public for information on the vandalism
that took place between July I lth and lTth at the Tedrow
Cemetery in Athens Township nearMounty Ayr. The damage
is estimated at more than $20,000. Most of the headstones
were restored five years ago.

SCOTT
Fromthe Davenport Democrat and Leader, Iuae7,1029

Notice of Executor's SaIe, the executor of the last will and
testament of Geo. Frauen, will offer for sale at public auction
the property of the deceased excepting cemetery lot in the
Northwest colner.

TAYLOR
From the Blocktony'{ews, September 29, 1932: "skeleton

Unearthed." Workrnen engaged in road work on the Iowa-
Missouri state line unearthed what is supposed to be the
remains of a human skeleton. Bones and teeth were found
about four feet under the surface with the head.to the north, face
downward.

From the otturmyaffi2oro: "Isaiah's
stone," by Gianna Barrow. Better late than neady never,
members of the Van Buren County Genealogical Society are
pictured as they set Isaiah Bringham's stone in the Bentonsport
Cemetery 155 years after his death. Isaiah died Feb. 4,1955
but probably due to controversy with his estate, his stone was
never set. The stone was found in the basement of a Bonaparte
building buried in layers of mud from years of Des Moines
River flooding. It was given to a person in Muscatine who
returned it to Bonaparte in 1990. Researchers surmised that his
grave was probably next to a daughter who died 4 months
before he died. Through all the travels and handoffs the stone
has not suftbred tiom any damage. The base was traveling with
it and was used below the ground in the setting of the stone.
Also pictured with the article is Isaiah's stone showing that he
was a veteran of the Mexican War. Stan Knipfer, Jerry Boyer,
Tom Gould, Marvin Danniel assisted Don Aldrich in setting
the stone.

WINNEBAGO
From theRa,te Register, January 16, 1908: Quite anumber

who have some of their dead buried in the old graveyard on
Thore Sundum's place have moved them during the past week
and re-interred them in the new graveyard one halfmile east of
town. Upon opening the graves in the old place they found the
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' caskets standing in more than a foot of water. The new place is
far befier in that respect. The ground is high enough that but
very little water can collect in the graves. The old cemetery has
bee,n transfened back to Mr. Sundum.

\- WOODBURY
From the Malvern l*ader, November 17, 1904: "Sioux

City Cemetery." Through a series of mistakes in cernetery
records a large number of bodies buried in the Floyd Cemetery
are missing, and it is believed that ghouls, profiting by
knowledge of the errors, have stolen the remains. As a
resultover 200 graves have been opened, the bodies taken out
and efforts are to be made toward identifying them. The sexton
has identified and reburied all but 130 bodies. Many pathetic
experiences have marked the investigation of remains by
relatives. A large number of bodies buried in family plots are
nowhere to be found.

WRIGHT
From the Wright County Monitor, March29,195l:

(Advertisement) $10,000 Protection fbr your Family for only
$10 With the Family Legal Liability Policy. What Premises
Are Covered? Residencg including outbuilding and grounds;
vacant land, other than farm land; cemetery pots or burial
vaults, temporary residences not owned by an inzured.

OIII-OE-IOWA
ALABAI\4A

From ABC 33/40 NEWS, July 12, 2010: "33 Stolen
Headstones Recovered, by Ana Jasen. Birmingham Police
found 33 stolen headstones sitting in a man's yard in Ensley,
^T-. They may have come from Oakland Cemetery, afew

. ,cks away. The 5l-year-old suspect, a homeless man who
-Fas been living in a shack on the empty lot for ten years, has

been taken into custody and his mental state assessed. Police
believe he used shopping carts to transport the stones at night.

ARTZONA
FromtheDaily Coarier, Prescotf AZ, 1:slarch 30,2010:

"MotlerNature prevents dowsing for gravesites," by Jerry
Herrmann. Pictured is Neal DuShane, founder and president of
the Arizona Pioneer Cemetery Research Projec! shown as he
demonstrates how his dowsing rods work to find a specific
person's gravesite in the old Del Rio Cemetery. Also shown is
Kay Jones, president of the Chino Valley Historical Society, as

she looks at gravesites in the Shivers family plot while
dowsing is done in the Del Rio Cemetery. Winds grsting up
to 33 mph prohibited the dowsers from accurately identi$ing
unmarked graves, however. A Private Fisher, who was
stationed at Fort Whipple in the 1860s and killed by an Indian
arrow, is believed to be the first person buried there according
to reoords at the Sharlot Hall Museum.

From the Las Vegas ReviewJournal, luly 29,2010:
"Disoovery of htrman remains delays construction project in
Arizona, by Dave Hawkins. More than 100 bodies remain in an
area used as a cemetery from 1900-1917 in Kingman, Atizona
that is now a high school football field and parking lot. Bones
and suspected coffrns were unearttred as construction crews dug
a trench in an effort to install a new sewer. The Mohave
^runtl medical examiner was called to recover the remains and

-- rk was stopped as required by law, as well as the state

museum director. The cemetery closed in 1917.
FrontheAZ magazine, Summer 20lQ page 28: "Cocrmsn

sense gets buried in pioneer family's cemetery dispute with
statg" by Laurie Roberts. DOUGLAS - The Wells family are
miredin red Ape w{th the state of fuizonaoveroumership and
the right to visit ttreir lO4-yearold cemet€ry in the desert
northeast of Douglas. They have been rying to buy the
cemst€ry since 1916, but the state wasn't interested in selling
such a small tract and the farnily can't afford to buy a huge
tract. Over the yea,$I, there have been 80 graves added and the
family gathers once a year to tend the gnrves. Tley have been
told they'ro trespassing and that the state is going to gate the

. road. Because of the $2,000 application fee and $1,000 for a
required boundary survey, the family can't afford to lease the
land. AIso, leasing is legal for cattlg not for cemeteries. In
order to purchase, the state $,ants I detsiled survey ofthe land,
marking every object on the before it can appraise the land and
set an opening bid at auction. This survey could cost $5000-
6000. The family does not want to abandon the cemetery and
leave its care to the state ev€n though it is a historical property.

CALIFORNIA

FromtheAmerican Legion Magazine, July 2010: 'Mojave
cross torn down by va.ndals." Less than two weeks after the
U.S, Supreme Court ruled tha! for now, Mojave Desert Cross
could remain in its location, vandals tore doum the memorial to
World War II veterans, leaving only the bolts in Sunrise Rock
as evidence. The incident sparked outrage among sup,porters of
the crosq including The American Leglon, which filed crucial
amicus (friend-of-the-court) briefs in favor of the cross
remaining at its location. The box that had been covering the
cross during the ongoing lawzuit had been removed, along with
the cross. Park law enforcement is investigating and asking for
the public's assistance. Liberty Institutg which represents the
Legion, is offering a $125,000 reward for information leading
to the arrest and conviction of those responsible.

FromtheLion magazine, April, 2010: "Lions Lay Wreaths
to Honor Veterans." Picured is the Sacramento Valley
National Cemetery in Dixon showing red ribbons on wreaths
placed by members of the Dxon Lions Club that decorate each
grave. The prqiecq Wreaths Across Americg is an ortension of
one that began at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia in
1991. Funds were collected to decorate 500 graves prior to the
holidays.

COLORADO
From KUSA-TV,9NEWS: Story Tellerq Longmong

Coloradq April, 2010: 'Unearthed headstone leads to forgotten
soldier," by Jeffrey Wolf Kyle Clark. The government stone of
Union Army veteran John H. Demarest was unearthed in the
yard of Mark and Jeni Kolby in Longmont. A reporter with a
passion for genealogy helped determine the headstone's story.
Demarest was born in 1845 in Illinois, joined the Union Army
at 4ge 16, and served in garrisons in northem Virginia. After
the war, he worked as a farm laborer in Colorado. He died in
l91l and was buried beneath a civilian headstone at Elmwood
Cemetery in Brighton. His military headstone was taken to the
c€met€ry and set next to his original stone by cemetery manqger
Neal Nahler. A distant relative of Demarest, Sharon llattel,
visited the grave and was pleased that his grave will now get a
flaS-on Memorial Day. There is no obvious answer as to how
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Demarest's military headstone ended up in Longmont.
CONNECTICUT

From EyewitnessNews Channel3, July 28,2010: "Green
Lady Headstone Stolen." Police are investigating the theft of a
headstone that marked the grave of a woman known as the
"Green Lady" in a cemetery in Burlington, Connecticut. The
original headstone on the grave of Elisabeth Palmiter, who died
in 1800, was replaced in the 1970s and weighs over 200
pounds. According to legend, Palmiter's ghost has been seen
wandering the graveyard in a green mist.

From the Barlington Hm,k Eye, Ottumwa Courier, Cedar
Rapids Gazette, and Mediacom, Iuly 4-7.2010: "Towns
grapple with tidying forsaken cemeteries," by Stephanie Reize,
The Associated Press. Pictrred is the grave of Hannah Forsyth
in an abandoned and unkempt cemetery in Montvillg Conn.
Connecticut recently became one of a gfowing number of states
to enact a law allowing towns to take over abandoned
cerneteries, provided ttrey can prove nobody's been buried there
for decades and nobody has an interest in maintaining them.
But the new law only allows for acquisitions and clean-ups. It
doesn't require towns to do so or allocate any money to pay for
tle work. Usually it's up to volunteers to clean and tend the
old cemeteries. John ClauseE a former archaeologist for the
state of North Carolina, has established a business called "Of
Grave Concerns" that helps landowners restore or move
cemeteries discovered on their property. The cost varies,
depending on number of plots, condition of the markers, type
of terrain and whetherremains need to be moved. If towns do
take over cemeteries, the cleanups are usually paid for with
gants, donations and an "adopt-a-grave" progam.

For a copy of this article and any other in this issue of Grave
News, contact Pat Shaw: patshaw@netins.net

ILLINOIS
In an e-mail from SAPIC member, John Heider, dated June

5, 2010: The Parkland College cemetery class and the
workshop conducted by lohn were at full capacity. SAPIC
board memberTony Bengston attended one of the sessions. The
workshop was held on the University of Illinois campus and the
cemetery had lots of good restoration examples, the weather was
excellent, and all participants were very tired by closing time.
The strdents cleaned repaired, or reset twenty-one grave stones.

From the Tri-State Trader, Knighttown, Ind., March 14,
1970: "Lilerary Inspiration Gained From Cemeteries," by
Grover Brinkman, Okawville, Illinois. Pictured is the
tombstone of Ann Rutledge, beloved of Abraham Lincoln, at
Pgtersburg, IIl. The author of the article gives several examples
of unusual tombstones that contain not-so-common epitaphi
that are part ofthe local folklore. Included is the grave of
William Milford Rees, whose stone has an engraving of him
operating an old steam threshing engine that he restored. The
stone of John Kinyon contains the verse found on many stones
throughout England and carried over in pioneer burials in the
states: llenember,Friends, a,r youpst by,

.:ls you arc now,n onc wo,t I;
A,s f am naw yousoon mttst be,

hepre for dealt andfo lhw ru.
Under this verse some wag cut into the stone the following:

Tofollow you lll not ansent,
Until I know whhh way you utent!

Other examples are the grave of King Neptune, a pig who was
the mascot for the U.S. Navy from 1941-1950, the stone of
James Thompson, a surveyor who surveyed and laid out the
city of Chicago, the pet cemetery of Ma.x and Elda Fischer in
Florissant Missouri and the marker of Ann Rutledge in
Petersburg, Ill. The author of the epitaph on the Rutledge stone
was Edgar Lee Masters, whose grave in is the same cemetery.
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KA}ISAS
From tle Otturmta Courier, March 31,2010: "Body parts

found at Kansas medical waste company." Pictured are
containers holding unidentified body parts being stored by the
Wyandotte County coroner in Kansas City. They were
discovered in a truck at a medical waste company. Three
individuals have been identified so far and the coroner is
working to identiS the remaining body parts. Each tub had a
shipping label fiom The Learning Center, afliliated with Bio
Care, an Albuquerqug NM company that distributes bodies for
medical research. Some of the remains were supposed to have
been cremated.

Colby, Kansas Police lnvestigate Cemetery
Vandalism, August 13, 2010:

H.ere's another sad commentary of our society. The
l(AKE.com web site has a story about recent
vandalism at the Beulah Cemetery in Colby. One
hundred sixty-eight headstones were toppled. Some of
the headstones suffered damage while others only
needed to be reset. Damages are estimated at
$25,000 but could climb as high as $100,000.

Those with family buried at the Beulah Cemetery are
being asked to contact their insurance company.

Anyone with information about the crime is being
asked to callthe Colby Police Department at (785) 460-
4460.

KENTUCKY

From WKYT, Louisville, Kentucky, May 18,2010:
. "Cemetery in eastern Ky. bulldozed, families upset."
Dorothy Linger and other family members were upset
when a bulldozer, contracted to Vinland Energy of
London, Ky, plowed through their family cemetery near
Fourmile, in southeastern Kentucky. The bulldozer
operator and Vinland Energy appear to be remorseful.
The spokesman said the company had no idea that the
cemetery was there and pointed to maps of Bell
County, which don't list the graveyard. Bill Dunn, a
Middlesboro resident with family buried in the cemetery
says, 'We just want the site cleaned up, so we can see
how many graves there are and recreate the cemetery."

Grave Naws, July 2010, page sixteen



I ,ro,n the Homesferoffi",rspaper, August 24,
1905: 'Plowing Graveyard.' A subscriber, VV}att, Mo. -
I bought a farm on whicfr there is an old graveyard that
'-cs not had a fence around it for years. lt had gro\iln

1_., in briars and bushes. lt was bought by me as part
bf the place. Nothing was said about it in the deed.
Last spring I planted the field in which it is situated to
corn. There was no tombstone, or plank, or any sign of
a grave where ! plowed. People have recently cleaned
off the graveyard and wish to fence it. I demanded that
they place the fence online with my plowing com, but
they claim I have plowed over one grave and they insist
on fencing so'as to take twenty or thirty feet of my com
ground within the enclosure. (1) Have I the legal right
to designate where the fence shall be placed? (2) Can
I prevent further burying in the graveyard?

Answer - The facts which you state are very
indefinite. You do not say how the graveyard came to
be located on the land you purchased. There must be
records somewhere telling of a dedication or reservation
in some deed of a former owner of the land or a clause
in some conveyance setting apart a certain parcel of
ground for a grave yard. Until investigation is made as
to such matters, no very reliable advice can be given.
Meanwhile it is not safe for you to interfere with the
ground occupied by the graveyard, nor to plow any of it
or plant it in oops. You have no right to arbitrarily fix
the place for the fence until you ascertain the true
boundary line of the burial ground. (2) We think not.

NEBRASKA

'rom American Profile magazine, May 30-June 5,

\-10: ln 1877, hundreds of Ponca lndians were forced
to leave their Nebraska homeland and moved to lndian
Tenitory in present-day Oklahoma. On the journey,
Write Buffalo Girl, daughter of Black Elk and Moon
Hawk, died and the people of Neligh (pop. 1,651)
provided a Christian funeral. Black Elk's last request
was that his daughteis grave be honored by the
townspeople, and a marble monument was erected in
1913 for \Mtite Buffalo Girl, whose grave still is
maintained and decorated.

oHto
From the Ameican Profile magazine, May-June,

2010, page 4-5: .A Modernday Betsy Ross," by John
Gladden. Lois Csontos-Nielsen of Sharon Township
drives to the Ohio \A/estern Reserve National Cemetery
in Rittman to repair flags that fly in its Avenue of Flags.
She has repaired more than 13,000 flags as well as
sewing buttons on uniforms of veterans who perform
military honors for funeral. She has saved the cemetery
thousand of dollars by repairing the flags. ln addition
to her seamstress work, she maintains volunteer
re@rds, answers the telephone, and responds to
questions about veterans beneflts. She also
volunteers at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical
Center in nearby Brecksville, making beds and washing
clothes.

PENNSYLVANIA
From the Lion magazine, April, 2010: "A Day Unlike

Any Other," photo by Fred Adams/Ihe Times Leader.
Mark Kowalczyk, president of the DuPont,
Pennsylvania, Lions Club is shorrn cutting the
overgrown grass at Pittston Cemetery. The day before
Veterans Day on Nov. 11, Mark and his employbes at
his landscaping company cleared the high grass and
overgrown vegetation at the cemetery that had made
flags placed on graves of veterans so hard to spot.
"The veterans buried there gave everything for us," he
explained. "The least we could do is to give them a
day. ljust thought something should be done to get
the cemetery ready for Veterans Day.'

From the Watertoo SemiWeekly Couier, Mardt27,
1900: .Struggled in the Grave - Evidence Found That
a Boy was Buried Alive.' Philadelphia - at Mullica Hill,
NJ near here, the startling discovery has been made
that a boy had been buried alive. An undertaker was
exhuming bodies of the members of the Smitzer family,
who lived at Mullica Hill about twenty-five years ago, for
burial in this city. One coffin contained the skeleton of
a boy and its condition bore evidences of an avvful
struggle after the supposedly dead body had been
buried.

TENNESSEE
ln an e-mailfrom Terry Jackson, Project Coordinator

for the American Association for State and Local History
dated May 27,2010: The Nashville City Cemetery is
reintening the remains of Charles Dickinson who fought
a duel with Andrew Jackson. He has been buried in
someone's front yard for about 200 years.
Descendants will take part as well as Jackson's ggggg
grandson. www.thenashvillecity.cemetery.org

The Mclean County Historical Society is working on a
book project with AltaMira Press on cemetery walks and
using cemeteries for teaching and touring. They are
looking to interview people who have put on cemetery
walks so they can have a wide variety of examples.
Please contact Mschierman@mchistory.org

From Channel 9 News, Chattanooga, TN, 2010,
Freedom Communications:'Court Finds Cleveland
Cemetery Owner Negligent.:' A chancellor in Cleveland
has ruled in favor of a woman who sued over the
dilapidated condition of Fort HillCemetery. The
chancellor found the Louisville Land Company and
owner Joe V. \Mlliams were recklessly negligent for
failing to maintain the cemetery. The Chattanooga
Timei Free Press reported \Mlliams must pay $250,000
in punitive damages and $45,000 in compensatory
damages to Betty Saint Rogers, who sued over
cemetery condition back in 2004.

UTAH
From the Denver Posl Aug. 3, 2010: "Utah woman

finds gravestone behind shower wall.' A woman in
Hyde Park, Utah, who was renovating her basement
found a gravestone dated 1900 behind her shower
wall. The gravestone says it is that of 1&year-old Earl
Stephen Balls. lt was found that the previous owne/s
1$year-old son was finishing construction on the
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basement in the 1970s when he remembered a broken
gravestone that was near an old cabin in the house s
backyard. He decided it might be funny to seal up the
stone inside the wallfor someone to find years later.

VIRGINIA
From the Ottumwa Couier, July 30, 2010: "As Many

as 6,600 graves at Arlington National Cemetery could
be mixed up.' The system used to track grave sites
relied on a complicated paper trail that was vulnerable
to enor. The former superintendent, John MeEler, who
ran the military burialground for 19 years, blamed his
staff and a lack of resources for the scandal that forced
his ouster. He was charged with repeatedly failing to
ensure burials were being done properly and of failing
to respond after unmarked graves were discovered.
Metzlefs deputy, Thurman Higginbotham was also
forced to retire because of accusations of botching
contracts and creating an'unhealthy organizational
climate'for employees. He asserted his Fifth
Amendment rights not to respond to many questions
during an oversight panel on the Senate Homeland
Security and Govemment Reform Committee.

From the Los Angeles Times, June 11, 2010:
"Arlington National Cemetery's top supervisors ousted in
Mismanagement case," by Julian E. Bames, Tribune
Washington Bureau. Army Secretary John McHugh
said an Army inspector general's report raised
questions about 211 gravesites and found unmarked
graves, burial sites with the wrong headstones and
improper handling of cremated remains. There are
330,000 bodies buried at Arlington, including
Presidents Kennedy and Taft. As many as 30 funerals
are held there each day, some for veterans of past
wars and others for military personnel killed Afghanistan
or lraq. Kathryn Condon, a senior Army civilian official,
y-a9 appo.lnted as executive director of the Army
National Cemeteries program, a new position to advise
on the oversight of burial ground. Twb former senators
- Bob Dole and Max Cleland - will help form the
commission.

From the American Legion.magazine, July, 2010:
'The Unknown Revolutionary,' by Christoph6r Lancette.
Pictured is the Tomb of the Unknown Sotdier of the
American Revolution in a tiny, hidden cemetery in
Alexandria, Va. The insoiption reads, "Here lies a
soldier of the Revolution whose identity is known but to
God.' Few tourists visit the grave in c6mparison with
the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington triational
Cemetery. The Old Presbyterian M-eeting House cares
for the grave in its churchyard's cemetery. Richard
Azzaro, a former guard at the more famous Arlington
tomb and a Revolutionary War reenactor, has be-en
organizing wreath-laying ceremonies at the tomb for
more than 20 years during Alexandria's annual
President's Day parades. For more information, visit:

www.opmh.org Click on "About Us."

UOBUNE\A/S
From the American Legion magazine, July 2010:

Andrew W Reese, Alexandra, Va. commenis on the

story in the May issue, 'The \Mtole World as Their
Tomb,'the story of military personnel buried overseas.
\Mile stationed in Germany from 2000 to 2004, he and
his family visited every American Battle Monuments
Commission cemetery and most of the monuments in
Europe. They reflected on the heroes who gave their
lives for their country. He states that the ABMC and the
host countries do a magnificent job of keeping the
cemeteries in pristine condition.

Anangements to have florers placed at the grave of
someone buried in an ABMC cemetery can be made
through the ABMC's web site:

www. abm c. gov/services/index. php

From the oftumwacffi y 1,2010: "Unusual
17th century Dutch horse burial site found'
Archaeologists searching for prehistoric human
settlements near the Maas River in Borgharen
unearthed a mass grave with the complete skeletons of
51 horses buried side-by-side, probably the victims of a
17th century battle over a strategic Dutch river.

EGYPT
From the Ottumwa Courier, March 31,2010: "Door to

afterlife from ancient Egyptian tomb found." Pictured is
the nearly slx-foot tall slab of pink granite used as a
false door in the tomb of User, the chief minister of
Queen Hatshepsut, which has been unearthed by
archaeologists. The 3,500-year-old door was found
near Karnak temple in Luxor, according to Egyptian
antiquities authorities. A temple dedicated to User has
also been discovered further south in the hills near
Aswan. False doors were placed in the west walls of
tombs and faced offering tables where food and drink
were left for the spirit of the deceased.

ROME
From the Ottumwa Couier, June 23, 2010: .Lasers

uncover first icons of Peter and Paul.' A new laser
technique that allows restorers to bum off centuries of
thick white calcium carbonate deposits without
damaging paintings has uncovered the first
representations of Peter, John, Andrew and Paul
sunounding Christ in a square ceiling painting in an
underground tomb at the Santa Tecla catacomb, near
where the remains of apostle Paul are said to be
buried. Other paintings in the tomb are from the Old
Testament, including Daniel in the Lions Den and
Abraham and the sacrifice of lsaac.

You may be aware that listeninq sessions are
being held across the countrythis summer
e_ncouraging public input onAmerica's Great
Outdoors, a new initiative of the Obama
Administration to promote and support innovative
com munity-levd efforts to @nserue outdoor
spaces and to re@nnect Americans to the
outdoors.
( http :/ftvww. doi. g ov/a m e ri casg reatoutdoors/).
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Map shoying location of the Tama County Genealogical Library, site of the October meeting of the
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