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It's time to pay membership
dueq! Thanks to all those who
have already done so, and thanks to
our new members. Your support is
crucial to the existence of SAPIC,
and not only financially so. We
need your input and suggestions to
become a strong, viable
organization. lt's also important to
have a state-wide representation
geographically. l'm pleased that
contacts are increasing in western
lowa, and that lowans in central
and eastern lowa continue to gain
in numbers and in their dedication
to the goals of SAPIC. Our unity
and cohesiveness regarding the
preservation of historic and sacred
cemeteries demonstrate lowans'
high moral fiber and their basic
decency. These "heart of the
Midwest" traits have always been
perceived as typically lowan by
non-lowans. When visitors arrive
at our pioneer burial sites, we
should make sure that they see
fenced, preserved cemeteries that
reflect our dedication to these high
morals. Our faithful mernbers help
make this happen.

Renev,v or join todav!

Januarg, 2OOO

SAPIC is pottioe togetrher a set of "before and
atter" photos, negatiues, or slides telliog the
stories ol the restorations of lowa's ploneer
cemelaies. Please share your pictures and
stories witb us, it you haue not already done
so. These will be compiled and used fo make
video tapes fhat can be checlted out from
libraries througtrout the state tor individuals
or organizations to view. Of particular
interesf would be informalion aboot:

f I J How did you find oot aboul this site?
f 2) Whaf inspired you to restore itl
f 3J Oid you do the work yourself?
f4J How did tfie communify react to the

woierr.?
We wiil be usins the pictures and stories that
we already have, but may be conlacting
subrniffers for tnore intormation. Yoo can
send your story to:

Pat Shaw
RR#l Box 143-C
Birmingham, lA 52535

patshaw@netins.net

The next SAPIC meeting will be
on April 8. 200Q at 10:00 a.m. at
the Newton Public Library in
Newton. lowa. Newton is located
very near lnterstate 80 east of
Des Moines and the exit has many
motels and eating places.
Marilyn Schmitt, on behalf of the
Jasper County Commission, made
arrangements for this meeting.
She may be contacted for more
specific information at:

s1s-674-3956
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SAPIC OFFICERS AIrD BOARD MEUBERS
President: Pat Shaw
RR#l Box 143-c
Binningham, I,A 52535
3l-9-293-3899 patshaw€netins.net

Vice-President: Ebhel McVay
605 E. Buchanan
Winterset, I,A 50273
5 15-452-9802 EMcvay€79840aol. com

Secretarlr: lfarillm Schmitt
13059 S. 52nd Ave. W.

ltitchelIville, I.A 50169 515-674-3956

Treasurers Valerie Ogren
108 N. Oak
Jefferson, IA 50129
515-386-4784 vjogren€netins.net

Phyllis Rothlauf, Historian
1805 Sunnyside
Burlington, IA 52601, 319-754-5595

Patrick Q. Palmer, Video Sales Coordinator &

Web Page Manager
114 3rd Ave. NE

Hampton, IA 50441 yankeez0willowtree.cqn

Molly Beason. Board of Trustees
P.O. Box L26
Deep River, lA 52222 515-595-6770

Carol Bottin, Board of Trustees
124 E. l{ain, Apt. 13
New llampton, IA 50659 515-394-4343

Phyllis Carter, Board of Trustees
2305 180rh st.
Washington, IA 52353 319-653-5339

Dean Gipple, Board of Trustees
307 FIat Iron Drive
Columbus Jr:nction, IA 52738 319-728-2344

}[ichael l.!agee, Board of Trustees
538 Englewood
Waterloo, IA 50701
31,9-232-8762 C,enietttan€aoI. com

Steve Story, Board of Trustees
401 Smith Street
West Union, IA 52L75-LL32
3t9-422-3L43 dstoryStrxinc.com

Charly Stevens, Board of Trustees
Page County Conservation Board Naturalist
112 E. I.lain
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Clarinda. IjA 51632 712-542-3864 1

MarI, Dodson, Board of frustees
309 S. Devey
Osceola, IA 502L3-L402 5L5-342-487L

Jo Vernooy, Board of Trustees, Chairperson of
Mahaska Co Conun for the Preservation of
Pioneer Cemeteries
L240 235th St.
l,eighton, I,A 50143 5L5-673-8L22

Loren N. Horton, Board of Trustees
3357 Hanover Ct.
Iorrv:a CitY, lA 52245

VIHERE TO GET PROBES

Agri-Drain
340th st.
Adair, IA 50002
1.-800-232-4742
Sizes range frqn 4 l/2' - 8'. Start at
s18. s0.

PauI Rohrbacher, blacksrrith
14562 Hvqy 38
Monticello, lA 52310
319-455-5369

Northern Hydraulics
Burnsville, MN

61,2-894-0326 or 1-800-533-5545

WHERE IO GEI EPOXI

PL-400 Liguid Nails, Construstion Grade
Menards or most hardw"are
stores/lurnber yards

3-I'{ 1838 B/A TAI'I EPOXY

GENEX

l-700 2nd Ave.
Des Moines, LlA, 50314
5L5-266-4656

GranQuartz
P.O. Box 33559
Decatur, GA 30033
7-800-459-6222

I|HERE IO GET SIGXS

Iovra Pri-son Industries
Box B Anamosa, I,A 52205
1-800-336-5863
Ask for Tanury Deseberg



SAPIC MEETING MIhI-TITES

E JANUARY 2OOO

T}M JA}ILTARY MEETING WAS }IELD AT THE UPTOWN CAFE LNI JEFT|ERSON, IOWA.

VALERIE OGREN, ON BEHALF OF GREENE COIJNTY, NIADETI{E ABRA}lGEtriENlS.
TTitr GROUP THANKED TIER.

AT 9:30 AM PRESIDENT PAT SHA14/ CALLED FOR A SHORT BOARD MEETING.

S}IE ASK FOR BOARD OPIMON, ADDRESSING T}IE SUBJECT OF SAPIC PREPARING

AND MAKING AVAILABLE VIDEO OR SLIDE PROGRAMS TO PRESENT T}IE
ACTI\TIIES OF EACH COIINTY COMMISION. A POSSIELE 4 SETS COI]LD BE MADE
AND I,OANEI] OI.IT TO ANY GROI]P OF PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERESTED N CEMETERY

HISTORY, PRESERVATION, ETC. THE BOARD FELT IT WAS A WORT}ry PRO.TECT.

CONTACTS NEED TO BE FOLIND FOR N}V IOWA TO BAND TOGETHER A}ID FOR

C}IAPTERS OF SAPIC. STEVE STOREY IS WORKING IN FA\TETTE AND JONES

COUNTIES,

PAI.]L MADDY ANNOI]NCED TIIAT I.]E IS RtrTIRING FROM HIS BOOK WRITING,

LECTI]RES AND ACTTVE GRAVESTONE RESTOR.ATION WORK. TI{E GROI]P

E}GRESSED THANKS FOR ALL HIS EIiFORTS AND GTIIDEANCE.

MIKE MAGEE }IAS FOUND A SOURCE FOR THE EPO)(I. T}IAT MAY BE CHEA}ER

TTIAN MOST. FOR INFORMATION CONTACT HIM.
PAT ALSO SPOKE OF SOME LEGISLATION CONCERNS,

AFTER A SHORT BREAK PRESIDENT PAT S}L^,W CALLED THE REGI]LAR MEETING

TO ORIIER AT 10:00 AM.

T}IE MINUTES \4IERE READ AND CORRECTED. PAI.IL MADDY MO\TED TO APPROVE

WIIH CORRECTIONS . MC. VALERIE GAVE THE TREASURERS REPORT. THE BOOKS

\4IERE AIIDITED BY LEE SLOA}I. HE MADE A SUGGESTION FOR RECORD KEEPING.

THE SAPIC FI]NDS ARENOW IN THE HOME STATE BANK IN JEFFERSON. VALERIE

ALSO REPORTED THAT A BLIDGET HAD BEEN PREPARED BY IIER SELF, PAT S}IAW

A}ID SHIRLEY CIARK. PAUL MADDY MOVED THAT TI-IE TREASI]RERS REPORT BE
ACCEPTED. SECONDED BY PTil'LLIS ROT}ILAIJF ,MC

VALERIE INTRODUCED MR. MORAIN FROM THE LOCALNEWSPAPER AND

TTIANKED HIM FOR TIM PUBLICITY WE RECEIVED.

PAT INFORMED ALL OF THE GROUP OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF T}IE BOARD

MEETING. TTMRE WAS A CONSENSE THAT SIIE IMPLEMENT TTIE SAPIC

PRESENTATION. S}M IS TO KEEP US INFORMED.

PAT REPORTED T}LAT WE GOT A BI]LK MAILING PERMIT, HOWEVER WE COUI.D

CiET A CHEAPER RATE IF WE FILED A}ID RECIEVED NON-PROFIT STATUS. SHIRLEY

CLARK MOVED T}IAT WE APPLY. WENEED ARTICLES OF INCOPORATION FIRST
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SHIRLEI' CLARK MOVED THAT WE GO FORWARD WI]TI THIS PROJEC,T. LOREN
HORTON SEC IvIC JO AND vAL WILL IIELP PAT WIIti THIS PROJECT. LOREN
HORTON WILL UPDATE THE BYI,AWS .

SEVERAL MEMBERS A}ID GUESTS ASK FOR INFORMATION, A}ID INFORMAL
INFORMATiONAL DISCUSSIONS WERE }IELD.

MIKE MAGEE }IAS OFFERED TO II'{DEX TI.MNtrWSLETTERS. A MEMBERSHIP
UPDATE lVILL BE PTIBLI.qTIED SOON.

PAl'REPOR1ED ON 'lltE SAPIC EVENTS OF LAST \aEAR. UPCOMING EVEI.I-IS WERE
PI]T ON CALENDARS.

MARILYN SCHL{ITT, ON BE}IALF OF THE JASPER CO. COMMISSION,INWIED ALL
TO TItr NEXT MEETING IN NEWTON. TO BE }IELD AT TTM NEWTON PUBUC I.IRTLARY
APRIL 8 20ri0, bIEETINGAJOi.IRI-IED AT 11:45

RESPECTFULLY
-/)l Mr.

@on'o1foryt* to nnnth.ore a, de*eruirgt, **,n/1p*1Fo* t/to -**r"*i eoneto &otter .iilrald ar/ric/a b Prsuntet art ilrp, g,fJ
@an*rcb th, Octo6e*. lYotninatiottt, urill 6e rc,czi.oed a4g&rr*, u? to
$t$t t, 2ooo. 6nitenia,tfo* tip aurad uhlzt /rhtpd b., tip u(y'rtt'
t-ggg nerurxleae* o* tD oafu? d oan tte @ fuo J/railr.
ffip nontnatbne, snDaH 6e, *ttt &hact&? to gry{lb, 6arte*,
eaufersan. @ &b ar?il gA/lb, arc or?Pqp dua

{.lr*.f

gf ili& nantlefrer..

Grave News, January, 2000, Page Four



srArT ASSOCrAlrONfor the 
"RTSTil/AltOtr 

of rc'vVA CEsvtrrTRrrS
Treasurer's Report for 4th Quarter - 1 October 1999 thru 31 December 1999

Balance on Hand (Checking) 30 September 1999, Mahaska State Bank
Interest on account
Total - Transfered to Home State Bank, Jefferson

Income
Dues
Video Sales

Donations (for breakfast at annual meeting)
Donation
Interest l0l3ll99
Interest lll30l99
Interest l2l3ll99

Total Income
F-pense

IGS - reimburse for breakfast
Patricia Shaw - newsletter
(inc. $100 ann. fee for bulk rate permit
and $100 imprint fee)
IGS - reimburse postage

Total Income
Balance in "Working Account" 3l December 1999

480.00
130.00
2t.26

5.00
1.60
s.87
5.72

$649.4s

25.00
343.45

1.s0

$369.9s

$ l 859.42
1.q3

$1861.3s

$2140.8s

Balance on Hand (Savings) 30 September 1999, Mahaska State Bank
Interest on account
Total - Transfered to Home State Bank, Jefferson

Tncome

Life Memberships:

$ 712.91
A)4

$ 713.39

Dean Gipple
Gwen Sims
Patricia Shaw
Linda Zintz

Memorial:
Ava Darnell in memory of her husband

Total Income
Balance in "Reserve Account" 31 December 1999

100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

100.00
s00.00

$ 1213.39

A word of explaination: I am keeping an accounting of the amount which had been held

in savings and have added Life Memberships and Memorials to it; however, all the money is in
ONE account at the bank.

Combined Balance on Hand 3l Decemeber 1999

Respectfully submitted,
V ilcr k/ O {ew, T rea,ytter
108 N. Oak
Jefferson IA 501 29- I 841

Ph l-515-386-4784 Grave News,
E-mail : <vjogren@netins.net)

\-
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Pioneen 9emeter.y Gommission in loyva:

Delaware: Mr. Fred Phelps
??1 Main St.; Colesburg, lA 52035
31 9-856-2025
Des Moines: Phyllis Rothlauf
1806 Sunnyside; Burlington, lA
52601 ; 319-754-5595
Fayette: Laura Westendorf
25067 Johnson's Mill Rd.; Waucoma,
lA 5?171;319-429-?89?
Greene: Valerie Ogren
108 N. Oak; Jefferson, lA 501 29
51 5-386-4784 vjogren@netins.net
Hardin: Dick Stone
1301 5th St.; Eldora, tA SOGZT
51 5-858-?9?5 or 51 5-858-31 64
lowa: Bob Wagner
406 Madison St.; Williamsburg, lA
52361; 319-668-9406
Jackson: Joann Caven
12901 1 19th Ave.; Maquoketa, lA
52060; 319-652-2516
Jasge,r: Marilyn Schmitt
13059 S. 52nd Ave. W.;
Mitchellville, lA 50169;
51 5-674-3956
Jones: Ron Ruess
17321 ?15th Ave.; Anamosa, lA
5??O5; 319-46?-?347
and/or LaVerta Langenberg
21692 20th St.; Lisbon, tA 52253
319-432-6 3 89
Louisa: Dean Gipple
307 Flat lron Dr.; Columbus Junction
lA 5?738; 319-728-?344
Lucas: Gwen Sims
RR#z Box 58; Russell, tA 50238
51 s-53 5-?382;
lucasgene@ hotmail.com

Mahaska: Jo Vernooy
"l?40 235th Ave.; Leighton, lA
501 43; 51 5-673 -812?
mahcem@kdsi.net
Tama: Joyce A. Wiese
?160 31Oth St.; Toledo, lA 52342
s15-484-2s99
Winneshiek: Kevin Lee
1672 Old stage Rd.; Decorah, lA
52101 ddiggers@hotmail.com

**************
Articles of lncorporation for SApIC
were drawn up by David Miller of
Libertyville, who is also the lowa
State Senator from the 92 District.
This "thank-you" note was printed
in a newspaper in Senator Miller's
district:

Jmato* 'frl!*iogrcaztott* donaAoo gf /ub

Thanks also to SAPIC member Jo
Vernooy for providing the
Application for Recognition of
Exemption under Section 501 (c)(3)
of the lnternal Revenue Service and
for offering to help prepare it for
submission. Achieving non-profit
status will make SAPIC eligibte for
charitable donations, lower
postage costs, and other benefits.

Ii
!)
0l
c.q
0rb
Bq
E-.oFr

s$
EB
BS
s89l.

$T( <.r
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Loren Horton presented an update ol the SAPIC by-laws at the January meeting. Following arethe

changes and additions in bold type and underlined, which will be reread at the April and July meetings.

The idoption of these changeswill be on the agenda ol the October meeting. Loren was the author of

SAPIC's by{aws in 19g6, and we are pleased that he agreed to update lhem. thaaA ry, -eowol

l. The name of the organization shall be the STATE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF IOWA
CEMETERIES.

ll. The goals of this organization shall be:

To identify all cemeteries in lowa.
To take such measures as are necessary, possible, and reasonable to protect

these cemeteries and the monuments contained in them from danger,
from natural causes and from human encroachment.

C. To provide guidance and educational materials for use by the people entrusted with the
preservation of these cemeteries and the monuments contained in them.

D. To compile and distribute information about the proper maintenance techniques for these
cei'neteries end the monuments contained in them.

E. To provide advice and information to legislative bodies empowered to pass

legislation creating a legal framework for the protection, the preservation, and the
maintenance of these cemeteries and the monuments contained in them.

F. To act as a monitor of the administrative and management personnel of these cemeteries,
to ensure that the legal measures for the protection, preservation, and maintenance of
these cemeteries and monument contained in them are enforced.

G. To develop a system of determining who has the right to clean, repair, re-set, and

otherwise work with the monuments in a cemetery.
H. To develop a system of determining who has legal ownership of cemetery

plots and monuments.
l. To encourage state and county cemetery commissions, urork to help form

them, and to cooperate with such organizations after they are formed.

lll. This organization shall be a membership organization. Membership is open to persons and

organizations interested in the protection, preservation, maintenance, and use of cemeteries and

the monuments contained in them. Organizational membership shall be conside.red one vote

each for the purposes of voting in elections.

Annual membership fees shall be due and payable on the first day of January of each year.

Dues paid on or before the October general public meeting shall be considered dues for the

calendar year in which they are paid. Dues paid after the 4th quarter general public meeting
shall be considered dues for the following calendar year.

The amount of the annual membership fees shall be determined annually by the Board of
Trustees of the organization.

lV. The Board of Trustees of this organization shall consist of no less than seven (7) and no more than
thirteen (13) members. OFFIGERS AND Members of the Board of Trustees shall be elected by
the general membership at a regularly scheduled public meeting held during the fourth quarter

of each calendar year. A quorum of the membership shall consist of those members present

at the regularly scheduled public meeting, provided that at least ten (10) association members

are present at said meeting.

Nominations may be made by a Nominating Committee, and from the floor of the meeting.
Ballot may be by voice, by a show of hands, or by paper ballot.

A.
B.
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Voting may be for individuals or for a slate of candidates.

Election shall be by a plurality vote of the membership present, eligible, and voting.

At the initial election to the Board of Trustees of this organization, all persons elected shall draw
lots to determine the length of terms. At least three (3) persons shall be elected for a three (3)
year term, at least three (3) persons shall be elected for a two l2l year term, and at least one
(1) person shall be elected for a one (1)year term. ln the following elections, all terms shall
be for three (3) years.

All persons elected to the Board of Trustees shall be members of the organization, and must
be members in good standing during their entire terms of office.

The Board of Trustees shall meet within thirty 60 days
following the annual meeting to choose, from its own
membership, the officers of the organization.

The OFFICERS AND Board of Trustees shall act as the Executive Committee of the organization,
or may designate a sub-committee of the Board of Trustees to act as the Executive Committee
for a specified period of time.

V. The officers of this organization shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.

The President and Vice President shall be elected annually for a term of one (1)year, and may
serve no more than three (3) successive terms.

The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected every two (2) years for a term of two (2) years,
and may serve no more than three successive terms.

Vl. Vacancies on the Board of Trustees or on the roster of officers shall be filled by the Board of
Trustees, or by a special meeting of the membership called for that purpose. lt shall be the
decision of the Executive Committee as to which method of filling vacancies shall be used at
any given time. Any trustee or officer may be removed and replaced if the Executive
Committee, with the concurrence of the full Board of Trustees, deem such trustee or officer
incapacitated, and OR ARE OTHERWISE unabte to futfiil the assigned duties.

vu. This organization shall hold at least one 0) general public
meeting in the fourth quarter of each calendar year. The
date and the location of the meeting shall be the decision of
the Board of Trustees acting as the Executive Committee.
The entire membership shall be notified of the date and
place of this general public meeting at least one 0) month
prior to the date of the meeting. This notification shall be by
mail.

1

2
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Thisorganizationmayholdasmanyadditionalgeneralpublicmeetingsasseemstofitthe
goals and n""d. of the organization. Upon the request of no fewer than ten (10) members in

good standing of the organization for a special meeting, such a special meeting shall be

scheduled. Notification of the date and locaiion of such a special meeting shall be by the same

procedure as that used for a general public meeting' A request for a special meeting must be

made in writing.

vlll. All proposed amendments to the documents of governance of this organization must be submitted

in writing, and presented to the Board of Trustees prior to september 1 of the year in which

theyaretobeconsidered.Theseproposedamendmentswillbeplacedontheagendatobe
votedonattheannualmeetingnextaftertheseptemberlwhentheyaresubmittedtothe
Board of Trustees. Any member in good standing may prepare and submit amendments'

rx. Prior to the officiat adoption of these rules, the Steering

Commitiee shatt handte'attbusiness of the organization- The

Steering Ammtittee shatl adopt its own rules of operation

irior id me official adoption of these rules.

3
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IX. INDIVIDUAL OFFICERS AND MryIEERS OF THE BOARD OF

TRUSTEE IZATIOIU SHRLL NOT BE HELD

peRsorunl-Ly urEELe ron RIUI._ rlruaructaL OBLIGATIONS

rrucunn rloru lrseur aruo THEY MAY NOT

EE SUEP INDIVIDUALLY FOR THE OEETS OF THE ORGANIZATION'
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Onrrcp or' THE Govn,nNoRTHoMAS J. VILSACK
GOVERNOR

SALLYJ. PEDERSoN
LT. GOVERNOR

December 17,1999

Patricia Shaw
Rural Route I
Box 143-C
Birmingham,Iowa 52535

Dear Friend:

Thank you for your letter with suggestions for the year 2000 Legislative Session. If
legislation passes which encourages cemetery protection we will consider it.

We are currently reviewing our priorities and initiatives for the upcoming fiscal year.
Through the next few months we will be evaluating our legislative options allotted by next year's
state budget. While there are many pressing needs within our state, Iowa's budget circumstances
will make it difficult to address all of them at this time.

The state has been spending more out of its checkbook than it has been depositing. For
example, in the preceding two years actual revenue collection did not reach official projections,
and that trend is continuing this fiscal year. At the same time, the state has "spent down" its
accumulated surplus from over $400 million to less than $100 million over the last two years.

I cannot allow this trend to continue. In my first budget as Governor, we must get
revenues and expenditures back into line. That will require real cuts, and relocating state
resources to address Iowa's priorities.

Please keep in touch with us, and do not hesitate to share your views and concern in the
future. We value your comments.

Sincerely,

G;
Thomas J. Vilsack
Governor

Sal
Lt.
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A quote from a member of Save
Texas Cemeteries:

I n Texas, NO ONE ever owns a cemetery.
The dead own it. A family can have 'dominion"
over their family cemetery and a commercial
cemetery can own the charter to care for it
but there is no owner. lt can be surveyed as
part of a property but you cannot buy a

cemetery. The people on the land cannot sell
it and must by Texas law give a way to get in
to it. You can however ask to buy an access
road space. Texas law allows for fencing or
anything to protect the cemetery be done. ln
some cases for a tiny one that is destroyed
nearly, just covering the graves with a
cement slab with a single marker with names
and dates is allthat can be done to preserve
that spot. To restore you need to determine
the materials; fieldstone cannot be repaired.
It will shatter and erode so you have to put up
a second marker along with the original so the
info is not lost. People tend to lay the stones
down on cement and that ruins them, too.
Water cannot flow out of the carving and
lettering and it expands in the ice and cracks
it up. Water also pounds the surface hard that
way, eroding it. You have to make a wedge
shape and then epoxy the stone on it. lt must
shed water. No metalshould be used except
rebar inside the cement. Nylon pins are used
to resection a stone. They do not expand and
contract with weather. Some are too fragile
and thin. ln that case you erect another
marker along with the fragile one. Texas
workshops include the following guidelines:

NO clorox or bleach - it will make stones
turn yellow after awhile. The top cleaning
soap is called ORVUS - bought at feed stores.
It is made by Proctor and Gamble.
Never use cemenq especially Portland Cement.

**************
fidoteh, 1999 SAPICnpu.ilplton^a uao unl Io (oula
&ppnoiutt in Adak - 0oua (ouliot- lhi.d
nouilplla uill ho.aonl to tachdon - A^W Cot tl
Sataoi,aont
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U.S. Senotor Chuck Grossley held public
meetings in Clinton ond Crdor Ropids
December 14 to provide informotion to ond
heor from lowons obout the funerol ond
cemetery industries.

ln oddition to providing tips for consumers,
Grossley soid the forums were designed to
elicit gross roots input thot will enhonce his

work os choirmon of the Senote Speciol
Committee on Aging. Here, he tokes on
consumer proiects of interest to older
Americons. The funerol ond cemetery
industries ore his lotest oreos of focus.

Senotor Grossley is olso owore of the theft
of cemetery sculpture, stones, ond other ort
by unscrupulous ontique deolers ond other
collectors thot ore often tronsported ocross
stote lines.

The following orgonizotions hove processes

by which you con hove your concerns obout
cemeteries oddressed:

Funeral and MemorialSocieties of America
(FAMSA), P.O. Box lO, Hinesburg, VT
0546 1, 1-800-458-5563,
http: / / www. fu nerals.org / famsa

Iowa Department of Public Health, Board of
Mortuary Science Examiners, Lucas State
Of;Ece Building, Fifth Floor, Des Moines, IA
503 19-0075, 5 l5-28 I -4287

Iowa Deparknent of Commerce, Insurance
Division/Securities Bureau, Lucas State
State Office Building, Second Floor, Des
Moines, lA 50319, 515-281-444L
www. state.ia. us / ins / security

American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), AARP, 6Ol EastStreet' NW'
Washington, DC 2OO49, l-8OO-424-34rO
http : / / www. aarp. org / feedback / contact. htrnl

**************
For a copy of An lTTustrated
Guide xo lovta Prairie PTants
and other books about lowa,
contact:
University of Iowa Press
c/o Chicago Distribution Ctr.
11030 South LangIeY Ave.
Chicago, IL 60628
1-800-62 r-847 6



An article in the Des Moines
Register, Oct. '99 under the
heading "Antiques and
Collecting" infers that
collecting oId artifacts with
their unique symbolism that is
often found in Victorian-type
cemeteries is now in vogue. The
caption accompanying an
illustration of a cast-iron
gate that was once part of a
fence surrounding a family plot
states that it sold for $11380
at Skinner's Auction in Boston,
Mass . Jul,rubet lg? lffi*o ,$qrc,e.

***********
-%ote;frorn,qaoid g. Jbcllarlqf gf ilp
rtroclhrrlDryf Jceen4gfeo {tute*gruraon* ant
&etandt, @,aaine, 10'9.
"lf I were to attempt to resurrect an old
cemetery so as to make it a place of public
enjoyment, I might consider establishing
footpaths and a "walking tour" which would
incorporate numerous stopping points that
would feature plaques and other visual media
to enrich the "tourist" with well-presented
and fascinating bits and pieces of cemetery
lore and tradition. I believe that a better
educated public is a more accepting and
respectful r"'::. 

* * ** * * * *

The American Society of Dowsers is now
located at: http://dowsers.new-hampshire.net

***********
An article in the Oct. '99 issue of Newsweek

states that suburban sprawl may threaten
"Livebility" but lately it's also impinging on
the dead. Some cemeteries now offer rent-
only sites, so that abandoned graves can be dug
up when relatives let leases lapse.

Jatru*zdb.k*"?y
Phyllis also informs us that signs at lowa
Prison lndustries have gone down in price:
24X24 are now $18.00; 24X18 are $13.50
and 24X12 are $13.00, all for urioer 8 words.

Copies of a series of E-mail messages about
cleaning grave markers and documenting the
existence of old cemeteries and the
information found in them was submitted by
Joyce Maddy, including one that contains the
following information:

The following sites on AOL (keyword: ROOTS)
have information about cleaning tombstones:
According to contributor George G. Morgan,
this is what should be used to read
tombstones.

Spiral notebooks (rather than loose paper)
and pencils

Make notes for each:plot. Draw a small
diagram and mark the grave positions.

Make a note of who is buried where. Make
any other notes, including adjacent
gravestones.

Art paper and crayons/chalk -- if you want
to make an image of the tombstone; please use
art paper and use crayons or chalk...on the
paper, and not on the stone.

Z-liter bottles of pure rute.{ and cellulose
sponges --these should be the only materials
you use to clean a stone for easier reading.

This is what should not be used:
Shaving cream -- never place anything like

shaving cream or other chemical compounds
on tombtones. Some stones are very pouous,
and these chemicals may damage them.

Wire brush -- never use a wire brush to
"clean" a tombstone. You willdamage the
stone, possibly making it crumble on the spot.

For copies of all the E-mail messages, contact
Patshaw' ************

ON ATOMBSTONE
dmmtoa, Shiend, aa qon part ta,
llr 4oo ahe noa,, m ons atan g.

d.a 0 an aou, tlot aiII h -
So h pt+and lo (ollou mt

'lla/zr. tlat, bt, nhcA, etgton, urae urr-tbzr,,..

To follow you I am not content --
Until I learn which way you went!

1
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GRANT OVERVIEW.. PROGRAII AND CONTACT INFOBMATION
\- lowa Department of Economic Develooment

IDED-RACI Grant Program
Jean Johnson Ph 515-24?-4791
j ean.johnson@ided.state. ia.us

Brick and mortar community
supported project; economic
development impact emphasis

*********

IDED - Division of Tourism
lowa Tourism Region Grant
Programs
Lonie Mezera Ph 515-24?-'47?-7
lonie.mezera@ided.state.ia.us
Web Site: www.state.ia.us/tourism

Brochures, advertising sPeaker
fees, registration fees for state
tourism conference, artifacts
labeling for a museum.

*********

IDED - Division of Tourism,
Community Attraction and Tourism
Development Program
Mark Eckman Ph 515-242-4770
mark.eckman@ ided.state.ia.us
Web Site: www.state.ia.us/tourism

Community attractions and tourism
development activities which
enhance the economic imPact of
tourism as well as the quality of
life of an area as it pertains to
attracting and retaining a quality
workforce.

IDED Rural/Community - R/CPDF

Sue Lambertz Ph 515'242-49?2
sue.lambertz@ided.state.ia. us

Assessment, planning, studies, training,
education, purchasing of consulting services
and staffing. lssue areas that can be

considered are workforce, housing,
organizational development, tourism,
commercial or industrial development,
government services, leadership, marketing

and project develoPment.
**********

Dept. of Cultural Affairs - lowa

Community Cultural Grants (ICCG)

Mark A. Peitzman Ph 515-281-
6078 mpeitzm@max.state.ia.us

Festivals, historic Preservation
projects. art and historical
exhibitions. walking tours.
community theatres, welcome
centers, drama production,
symphonies, choral societies,
dance troupes, etc. All Projects
must create jobs for lowans.

**********

DNR Resource Enhancement and

Protection (REAP) CitY Parks and
Open Space County Conservation.
Kevin Szcodronski Ph 281-8674
szondronski@dnr.state. ia. us

Trails, parks, expansions that include natural

areas and new parks.
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Department of Cultural Affairs,
State Historical Society of lowa
Historic Resource Development
Program (HRDP)

Historic Sites Preservation (HSPG)
Cynthia Nieb Ph 515-281-8754
cnieb@max.state. ia.us

HRDP: Historic Preservation
(basically bricks and mortar on
properties listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. We do
some survey and nomination
application but it is mostly bricks
and mortar).
Documentary Collections
(microfilming of old newspapers,
making copies of old glass
negatives and putting that type of
information in acid free storage
contalners.)
Museum projects (cleaning and
storage of the artifacts, humidity
and climate control and some
exhibit designs.)
HSPG: One time application for
capital development; new structues
for museums, storage collections,
or preservation of historic
buildings.

*********
Project Planning - IDOT
State-Recreational Trails Fund,
Revitalize lowa's Sound Economy
(RISE) Fund, Rail Economic
Development (RED) Fund, Federal-
Statewide Transportation
Enhancements Fund, Recreational
Trails Fund

Nancy Burns Ph 515-239-1621
Nburnsj@ladot.e-mail.com
Web Site:
www_state. i s. us/g overn m ent/dot

Design, land acquisition, and
construction are eligible costs.
Typical funded projects have a
statewide significance. Trail and
Bikeway projects, Scenic and
Natural Resources project, and
Historic and Bikeway projects,
Historic and Archaeological
projects. Federal Recreational
Trails Maintenance is an eligible
expense and is considered a priority
by the federal government. Design,
land acquisition, and construction.
Both motorized and non-motorized
trails. RISE-Projects in industrial
parks that create jobs. Local
Development projects are
speculative to construct a roadway
into an underdeveloped industrial
area so lots can be marketed to
involve the construction of a

roadway to a specific site as part
of a package put together to entice
a company to locate and create new
jobs. lmmediate opportunity
projects are generally funded at
$3000 per job. RED-Projects in
industrial parks that create new
jobs and involve rail spur as part
of a package put together to entice
a specific company to locate there.
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g,wg,ffis. @@M#q,p
According to Chris Feistner, the county has put an easement into the
Larson Cemetery, after the owner of the surrounding land originally
refused access to descendants.

w@@#@, @@M#q,p
ln an article in the Des Moines Register by Jennifer Dukes Lee dated
November 1 1, 1999, many Boone County residents are dismayed at the
neglect that is evident in at least twenty cemeteries in that county. Judy
Patterson and other Boone-area residents whose ancestors are buried in
rural cemeteries say township trustees are neglecting sacred ground.
Descendants asked the board (Supervisors) to declare the cemetery a
pioneer cemetery. Under state law, the board could then create a
commission to assume management of the cemeteries in the county. Olson

\- (Chairman of Boone Co Supervisors) said the trustee system works well

enough for now. "We have enough to do as supervisors without getting
into managing cemeteries," he said.

@Tg,f_t(B^fi, @@wfrq,p
Sr4lt-itJ.d trt l4.r,r. /Uoa,t vOssrlty@netins.net

Clayton County Supervisors have recently passed the Ordinance for a

Clayton County Pioneer Cemetery Commission. The Board members have

been appointed, except we are waiting to hear of the final acceptance of
one guy.

Sounds like the Commission and the Cemetery Restoration Committee
will restore at least one more cemetery, and hopefully 2, in Clayton
County. One is definitely a Pioneer Cemetery -- the Fry(e) Cemetery. The

Cemetery Restoration Committee has been VERY acive for many years.

They have restored quite a Iarge number of cemeteries. That group has

taught and worked out of the county and even out of state! Of course,
there is still work to be done.

A Clayton County Cemetery Location book was printed quite a few years

ago, which pinpointed ALL of the over 160 burial areas in Clayton County.
That book included township maps with the locations marked. Now, we

\- have to double check that information - and verify which ones are pioneer.
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D@b fii@1.fr€,b c,@aflq,9
An article from the lhe Hawk Eye (Burlington) by Dennis J. Carroll dated
December 8, 1999 has this headline: "County to create old burial ground

panel." The Des Moines County Board of Supervisors created the nine-

member Pioneer Cemetery commission to preserve the county's oldest
burial grounds on December 7. Because the area along the Mississippi

River was among the first lowa sites settled by European immigrants,
many on their way west, the county's oldest graveyards are among the
oldest in the state. The committee's first task will be to recommend
appointments to the commission and develop a budget. William Walker, an

organizer of he committee, said the panel likely will ask for between
$10,000 and $15,000 to fix up and maintain the sites.

y@G, q,@a#g,p
A photo of Cameron Hernandez, 13, an eighth grade student at Fort Madison

Middle School, shows the student sitting beside a gravestone working on a
class assignment at the city cemetery in Fort Madison. Students were at
the cemetery doing historical research, science observations, a math
scavanger hunt and drawing tombstones as part of a cemetery learning
unit. Photo was printed in the Waterloo Courier on October 31, 1999.
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fr@Tl| @@Afrq,p

SAPIC member and gravestone repairman, Larry Davis, of Des Moines, is

featured in a full-page article in the Farm News/Fort Dodge, lowa in its

November 19, 1999 edition. Larry is shown in a photo with a grave marker

in the Breckenridge Cemetery in rural Marion County. He operates the

Pioneer Gravestone Repair Co. and travels the state resetting and

repairing aging markers for township trustees and other cemetery

caretakers. Larry's address is 5716 Kingman Ave', Des Moines, lA 5031 1'

BTgL@1b;tAgWX q,@M# q,9

S r"lr*,iJ./ lrl r+l b t*f aa.o G e n i e M a n @ a ol' c o m

Mike suggests that cemeteries that dismantle old arches and replace them

with brick type pillars, etc. might salvage the usable parts for use in

other cemeteries that want to revamp their arches with old metal/steel

cemetery entrances that need repair'

Note: Mike was the consultant to a film crew that came to Waterloo, lowa

on December 14 to do a story about the five Sullivan Brothers for "THE

HISTORY CHANNEL."

T@M\tbg @@w#q,p
Salrffi /ta,5"4' q4d"

Dean assisted with the organization of the Greene county cemetery

Commission prior to the SAPIC meeting in Jefferson, lowa on Jan' 8' A

request for a $3ooo budget for year zooo has been filed with the county

supervisors. Dean has traded his old mower. His plans for the year 2000

include wild flowers and trees with an emphasis on wild flowers' Dean is

still actively pursuing beneficial legislation for SAPIC and traveled to the

Statehouse for this purpose in February'

wg.n@;T'.T.@- @@M#fi'p
AdelightfularticleintheffinJanuary14,2000paid
tribute to the life of longtime women's editor, Loree Roach, who passed

away on January 1 1 . Loree wrote the following article on May 25, 1983

and asked that lt Ue printed after her death. lt was not meant to be

morbid, but just a collection of thoughts during a happy, relaxing interlude

with a genealogist friend in a cemetery'

es/u?flsAq Sol!!02aA
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County auditor, Jon Finney, has formulated a plan to set in motion the restoration of the
seventy-three pioneer cemeteries in Van Buren County. lt is hoped that the Board of
Supervisors will appropriate a one-time grant that will provide financial support to volunteers
and community groups who may adopt a cemetery with the priority of fencing them for
protection unti! clean-up and stone repair can take place. Because of the targe number of
pioneer cemeteries in this county, it's predicted that this may be a ten-year project.
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AIIDIT FOR TI{E STATE COMMITTTEE FOR TIIE PRESERVATION OF IOWACEMETERIES

DECEMBER 28, 1999
TO VALERIE OGREN
FROM R. L. SLOAN
114 LINCOLN PLACE
JEFFERSON, IOWA550129

VALERIE;

I have looked at the bookkeeping system that your orgaruzation provided for me to
audit and would like to make the following observationsl
l' A spot check of the membership dues and other incomes of the system indicate that all

income was deposited in the checking account. I would recommlnd that it would be
more consistent for the system to have a serial receipt method in which each income
amount would be given a specific serially numbered receipt (this would be especially
effective in the case of receipt of cash)

2' The checks that were written for the most part were in response to what appear to be
valid receipts that were for services or items received by the organizations
representatives- There were some checks that were issued that were not in response
to specific bills submitted from independent sources but were from individuals to
whom the checks were issued. This may be troublesome to some who look at the
system.

3' It appears that the organization now has somewhere wandering around in itself a
check for $2574.74 to be deposited somewhere to take care of its future .

I hope it will be recognized that I make some of these comments with tongue in cheek. I
know haw difficult it is to get someone to accept the responsibility of being; group
treasurer. It appears to me that those who have had the responsibitity in yiuriroup have
been very dedicated to doing a good job . I am one who appreciates the detaii and care
with which these records are maintained. I would hope the organization can find
someone who is willing to do the work who is handy with a computer. It would certainly
decrease the time needed by the treasurer to manipulate the figures in the system.

Since I have absolutely no official credentials for making any kind of audit for
anyone, please accept my "audit" and the comments contained herein for what they areworth'..I wish you good luck in continuing the good work of your organization.

Sincerely, Lee Sloan

dI*-//*-u
Thanks to Lee Sloan, The Greene County Genealogical Society, Valerie Ogren, and
all the kind people in Greene County who welcomed SAPIC members on January 8.
Your hospitality was greaily appreciated!
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Markers lav (lee7 Iowa monument maker's story) 'te nemarxl$;]!ffi:f ::Slfff}$ftr"yfl"*::,H*i::';iH##ffi $fr;{::iil*:*g**!m,:oi1"*#x",$i"T##,:il#t3,ff Xi"t*;""#ff ""ffi 
";r#i?1.;G"aT^2,-r*1,*"1';1:'=:Tl-:sn,strations'

illl'oo'"J"Ho1,?Hiia""tH;il;#;il;;;;;{g:.?::'ainstreet'suite207'
6r"i"n"fa, l,fe Ol3Ol http://www.gravestonestudies'org

sout in the stone: cemetery Art from America s Heartland by John Gary Brown' Book of

photograph" ""9 
t"{"".iri"S-tt " 

aryrse cemetery ?+ 9}tflA::"!H".::H""Sflv:;[..
il;i"&"d some in lowa. $3s.55 members of AGS $35'95 '

Ioroa,sDiulsion oJTowtsmTlowlGutde, available at Iowa Welcome Centers or by calling l-8OO-
-g-as-lOWe, 

or d visiting www'travellowa'com' Free'

Stefanie Forret, Iowa Earth year 2ooo Coordinator, Dept. of Natural Resources, 5o2 East 9th

Street, Des Moines, IA 5O319-OO34

cnfltion@urler,published by the coalition to Protect Maryland Burial sites' Inc" P'O' Box

iSiS, Ellicott city' naarytanO ZtOat, Ph 410-465-3439
http: / /www.presevenetlcornell'edu/ cpmbs/ coalition'htm

Tree stump Tombstones: A Fteld Gutde to Rusflc F-unemry Arttnlrd;ton'a by susanne s' Ridlen'

Available ftom Old iU"tt*ariUe puUticatiot 
", t<ot oto-H5ward County Public Library' 22O N'

union Street, Kokomo,IN 46901-4614 Soft-cover $27.OO Hard-cover $35'OO
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P.O. Box 7735
Des Moines, lowa 50322-7735

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Birmingham, lowa 52535

Permit No. O03

Davis, Larry
5716 Kingman Ave.

Des Moines lA 50311

t_


