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Sandguille, Martensdale, Patterson --
all touns that I passed through (and
had neuer heard ofl on the driue to
the SffPIC meetlng in lUlnterset on
Januarg 9. Bs I look out to the uest
from mU neu location in Uan Buren
Countg, I can see the lights of
Kilbourn, another uillage preuiouslg
unknourn to me. lf one trauels to
Kilbourn from the east, a T-road on
the ulest edge of tourn forces one to
make a choice: south takes Uou across
the Des Molnes Biuer on a planked one-
lane bridge. Choosing the north route
urill bring gou to a cerneterg. The
church neartg has long been unused,
but the cemeterg is an actiue one.
Nearlg all of lorua's small tourns
and uillages, so rich in historg, haue a
cemeterg that reflects a once much
larger population. Sometimes a
cemeterg is all that is left of a former
settlement, such as the Springfield
Cemeterg in Keokuk Countg, ulhere mg
ancestors' graues are located, or
,lohnson Toun in Jones Countg. Ihe
preseruation of these burial sltes ls
crucial to the accurate portragal of
loua's history. Those of gou uho
labor, often anongmouslg, in pioneer
cemeterles uill receiue thanks from
future historians and genealoglsts for
Uour preseruation efforts, but
accolades mag not come in gour
lifetime. ThiS is not surprising or
important to preseruationists urho
ansuer the question, "lUhg do gou do
this?" bg simplg saulng, "Because it's
aL^ J-La lL:-- la I- rr
a..F a.a.a.. a.aaatra

Oe.acalgact* a^o..c<rrrp tle aoeo locPdanb
d $reabr& fe@, ar.d fu ncrnl"rw f
do -vfui:coro dotaep ger.qlqlbal Joqbg?
atao tu> eqfioral J-dgg6 togtsq1ul *
tienlfo* q gpear -rnezng, flacp'

-e.r"qor.p. t.c/..ArA, iio ,rfuilryio' Ool@il$o'
aad frccrile.rr JkP gF€z.nt oodJFoa. a0,gpar
asabturp anrt ilo gaturyr o*zltigtt

see the mighty Mississippi River on,
oiher ottroctions in southeost lowo!

Geneologicol Society will be our
hosts. Thonks to member Phyllis
Rothlouf for orronging this meeting!

cgffw, -ao, -"A *4!t ;a,' aA

Spu(ag of 0fry{tis, ufio is a{so tfie SfrPIc
fristoriott, p{eax *nd fia or flE reus artbfes abaut
actiztities in your area for incfusion in our
i{istorian's Boo( Sfrz is oranging tfu booNfy
countizs and cirono[ogiu.l[g, an[ ue ua.flt lour
couflty represotUd

Phvllis Rothlouf
1806 Sunnyside
Burlington, lA 52601

ond/or
Pot Show
RR#l Box 143-C
Birminshom, lA 52535

\-,
Thanks!



The SIATE ASSOCIATION for the PRESERVATI0N

T R E A S U R E N R E P O R T:

of TOhA CEI,IETERIES

LO/t - LU3L/98

$L rg28.7g
0skaloosa

Hand. lO/l/98t
ffi'36Lr85, Mahaska state Bank,

MEnbershlp
Deposit,

do
do
do

fnterest
Lo/tg
LI/L6
J,2/2L

Vldeo Sales
1,O/tg
L2/22

Dues
LO/tg
Lt/5
tt/23
L2/22 (M)

210.00
70.00
\o.oo

110.OO
10.30

)rr.oo
355.00
100.00

Total 0n Hand & Galn:

. ggr.33
+30.00

z rSz\.lz
-606.61+

22J..66

37.0,

347.93

2.73
3.\4
\.16

Ecpense:
Patrlcla f. Shaw, Pres.

1O/8 (120) c i6.80, m l2.oO
lL/5 (L22) c 128.85, m l+4.00

Gwen Moore, Historlan
lO/21 (iZf) Ploneer Cemeterles Book

Vldeo Productlon
12/22 (fZ3) Patrick Q. Palmer
do (121+) Pegasus W
do (L25) Kevln Sayles

Balanee On Han{, l2/Jl/98t

h8.80
t72.86

3?.o5

162.\\
13 5.49

50.00

$a*1L-!.9

Inltlate Acccunt 1 LO/19/98 (Life Membership) $4OO.OO
Savings AN: 282391, Mahaska State Bank, Oskaloosa
Mail Deposlts: 200.007l/19 r00.oo

t2/ zz
Balance 0n i{and, L2/31/98r $600.00

100.00

Comblned BAlance 0n Hand, L2/J1/98t

I ., t ,tt- ,- {-h
J-l)-ev \/\JUll ,lVE. tlc

Edmonds, wA 98026-5206

$2r) 7\31r+9

Respectfully submitted :{sk
January ,, L999

$?.€lLlg
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SAPIC MEETING

3 OCf,OBER 1998

THE STATE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF IOWA CEMETERIES MET

AT TIIE IGS A}INUAL CONEERENCE IN MARSHALLTOWN. TIIE MEETING WAS

CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:30 A]\d BY PRESIDENT PAT SIIAW.

EVERYONE IN1RODUCED THEMSELVES , 33 SIGI{ED THE ATTEI\IDENCE SIIEET.

TIIE JT]LY MEETING MINUTES WERE READ & CORRECTIONS MADE. IIARLEY CRAIN

MOVED TO EXCEPT MSC TREASI]RES REPORT READ A}ID FILED FOR AT]DTT

PRESIDENT PAT SHAW REPORTED ON TTIE SAPIC REQUES]ED ACTIONS TO THE

LEGISI.ATT]RE CONCERNING A RI]LING OF DISCLOSI]RE OF A}I-Y OR ALL BI]RIAL

SITES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. SHE HAS REQUESTED A I.AWYER TO DRAFT A

LETTER TO INFORM I]RBAhI DEVELOPMENT A]TID I.A}.ID USE COMMISSIONS OF THIS

PROPOSAL.

A SAIVIPIE OF TTIE BROCIIURE WAS PASSED OI]T. MAILING ADDRESS CTIANGED

PAT PALMER SOLD "GR.r{V-trSTONE REPAIR 101" VIDEOS FOR S25.00 , IF TIIEY ARE

TO BE MAILED ADD $5.00

T}IE ROBERT CARTER AWARD WAS GTVEN TO LOREN HORTON AT THE ERIDAY

\- EVENING IGS BANQUET

G'UTEN MOORE DISPIAYED THE SAPIC HISTORI.AN BOOK. FRA}I JEFFERS MOVED

TO REINBURSE }IER $35.02 FOR COST. MSC

15 COIJNTIES CT]RENTLY BELONG TO SAPIC FA\TTTE COUNTY NOW glrytQTAT

TTIE SI.ATE OFNOMINATIONS FOR 1999 OMCERS WAS READ BY CHAIRMA}I

MICHAEL ZAIIS T}MY WERE AS FOIIOWS: PRES. PAT SHAW, VP: ETIIEL MC VAY,

SEC: MARILYN SCHMMT. TREAS: HARLEY CRAIN, HISTORI,AN: PIIYLHS ROTHL{UF.

CAROL BOTTIN MOVED NOMINATIONS CEASE MSC

STA}I JEFEERS MOVED T}IAT ALL MEETINGS BE OPEN . MSC

MIKE ZAHS MOVED THAT THE ROBERT CARTER AWARD RECIPIENT BE GIVEN A

LMETMEMEMBERSHIP. MSC

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD IN WINTERSET JA}I 9 L999

HARLEY CRAIN QI]ESNONED TTIE CHANGING OF DUES AI\{OI]NTS AS ALL OF TIIE

MEMBERS WERENOT PRESENT TO VOIE.
AFTER OISCUSSTON THE CALENDER YEAR WAS DETERMINED TO BE THE

BEGINNING ANT THE ENDING FOR DIIES AITJD OFFICE TERMS.

TIIE GO\ER}-iOR WILL SIGN A PROCLOMATION ,IN APR[L, CAIIING MAY
,, CEMETERY APPRECIATION MONTH".

BOB A}ID KATTry TERRY E)CI,AINED THE MATERI.AL AND WAYS OF REPAIRING

v ervrluv rrsir LLrgL vvu

THE MEETING WAS ADJOI]RNED AND PICTT]RES WERE TAKEN.
,1



SAPIC MEEIING
9 JAI\IUARY 1999

THE STATE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF IOWA CEMETERIES METAT THE
WINTERSET EXTENTION OFFICE WnH THE tvlAD|SON COUNTY GENEALOGTCAL SOCIETv
HOSTING. THE MEETING WAS CALED TO ORDER AT 10:05 AM BY PRESTDENT PAT StlAW.
20 SIGNED THE ATTENDENCE SHEET.

THE OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES WERE READ Ai.ID APPROVED. TREA.SURERS REPORT WP\^S
READ AND FILED FOR AI..,DIT.

NIqRILYN REPORTED THAT THE IGS PO BOX IS USED. SHE AS SENT SEVERAL DUES CHECKS
ON TO HARLEY.

PRESIDENT PAT SI{AW REPORTED ON THE SAPIC REQUESTED ACTIONS TO THE
LEGISLATURE CONCERNING A RULING OF DISCLOSURE OF AI.IY OR ALL BURtAt- STTES ON
PRIVATE PROPERTY. SHE HAS REQUESTEDAIAWYER TO DRAFTA LETTER TO INFORM URBAN
DEVELOPMENTAND LAND usE cotvMtsstoNs oF THrs pRoposAl

PAT SHAW REPORTED THATVAERIE OGREN IS WORKING ONANEW BROCHURE
AT.ID MEMBERSHIP CARDS. SHEALSO REPORTED ON THE SALES OF THE VIDEO
'GRAVESTONE RESTORATION 101' J

PAT SFTAW REPORTED THAT PHYLLIS l-lAS ARRANGED THE HISTORI/qN BOOK By COUNTy
THEN CRONOLOGICAL USING NEWS ARTICLES A,S WELL A,S OTHER ITEMS.OF INTEREST.

PLEASE SEND PAT SHAWAREA REPORTS TI-IAT WILL'BE PUT IN THE NEWSLETTER A.S
WELLAS OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST

THE DEFIT{ATION OF A PIONEER CE}/ETERY WAS DISCUSSED
DES MOINES COUNTY I{AS CRFATED A COId\4ISSION
AFTER SOME DISCUSSION DEAl.l GTPPLE'h/OVED TI-{AT PAT SHAWAI.ID t{ARLEy CRATN BE

APPOINTEDAS THE BUDGET COhA4ITTEE. REPORTING AT EACH MEETING AS NOW DONE. MSC
MONEY FROM LIFETN4E MEMBERSHIP I-IAS BEEN PUT IN A SEPERATE ACCOUNTA},ID SOME
IDEAS WERE CALLED FOR AS TO WHAT TO USE IT FOR ATA IATER DATE AI,JDIT OF BOOKS
WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN TREASURERS

JOHN hIADDY MOVED THAT NEW MEMBERS JOINING IN MID.YEAR BE GIVEN THE REST OF
THE YEAR THEIR DUES BEING APPLIED FOR THE NE)$ YEAR. MSC

THE FAIVIILY MEMBERSHIP STATUS WF\.S DEFINED AS A FAfuIILY LIVING IN ONE HOUSEHOLD.
ATI{ANK You wAS GIVEN To THE MEMBERS oF THE IvtADtsoN couNw GENEAoGIcAL

SOCIETY FOR THEIR GRACIOUS HOSPITALITY
THE NEXTI\4EETING WILL BE HELDAPRIL 10 lggsAT i0:00At\dATTHE GoLDEN coRRAL

RESTRAI.,INT IN BURLINGTON WTrH DES MOINES CO GENEALOGICAT SOCIETY HOSTING.
PAT SHAW WILL CONTACT THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR VILLSACK TO SIGN A

PROCLON/ATION ,IN APRIL, CALLING h4AY 'CEMETERY APPRECIATION MONTH'.
CHRIS FEISTNER SPOKE ABOUT THE UP COMING CEMETERY CONFERENCE THAT WILL BE

HELD ON JUNE 19, lgggATTHE UNIVERS]TY PARK HOLIDAY INN lN DES MOINES. HE STATED
THAT THERE WILL BE A TWO DAY CONFERENCE IN 2OOO TO BE HELD IN CHARLES CTTY, IOWA

CHARLY STEVENS SPOKE TO THE ISSUE OF PRAIRIE GRASS AI.,ID TREES IN CEMETERIES
DEAT.I GIPPLE TOLD OF PI-ACING BI.ACK h'qRBLE PISOUES HE HAD ENGRAVED TO PUT ON

ENTRA}.ICES TO PIONEER CEMETERIES
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:30 AM

ry L
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fuuiss
by Deon Gipple

Deon put this inscription of the entronce
of o pioneer cemetery* on o 24' X2t
block of morble ot o cost of $600, plus

$150 for cement:

TennesseeCemetery

fu yol visit this cametory, let your heritoge be remembared

cI3 o mernory, heosJre ond o Hessiqg.

This cenretery is nqmed in rcspect of fomiliee, who in the
eorlv 1840's, moved here from Ternessee o,rer the istue of
slov6ry. The Andrew Jockst Duncon fomily, ond others

from thir former conrmunity troveled here by covered
wog6, roilrood ond riverboot. Others who mode the
enduring trb were the Acheson, Bloir, &i/rt, Colhous,
Cotter, Edwords, Johnson, Orr, Robertrcn, Stopp ond

Tedford fomilies.

Altlbqgh there were burids os eorly os 1842, it wosnot
until thi Joseph Tedford fomily donoted the lond in 1857
fhot it wos offlciolly recognized os o cemetery.

The rel'gbus foith hhot bonded thase fomilies wos the

Acsociote Church of North Americo. 1n1912, the church
wos rcld to the Free lvlethodist Church congregot'xrn of
Glurnbuc Crty.

Let us mqintoin ond core for this cernetery with pride ond
rerpect in its noturol setting os it wos when orbimlh
estoblished

Continuidg Deon's report:

9ot,
Just repo*ing on sofiLe of our '98 progress.

h ftorud off s[out wirtng fizart oPeration in

lanuary d ng uife's sfroufder resectiotl 4t gvtoyo

Ctinic- Sfu con no [ongr rufl o tyPedriter so I
fiin o aht gir{ to $pe sone of my notsia[

'We instalted a fleu fcncz around tfre lftompsott

Catutery, usin7 cattte'pane[s - cost a)os aroind
$60A, toofu neat d sfiout[ tast a fong tinc.

tPtantittg uifd f[ouers d prairie grass in tfiz
tenncsse Cemetery prowd (to 6e) a 6ig progfen, as

tfrz wet sptltg infriiiud p[anting 'ti[ lut! 2, t{un it

tunud dry d uee[y. I souef, a dormadt see[ing h
Deutier d tinu witt utt if ue let ftsu[ts. I fiaw
$600 donau[for anarbtc phquc frse, ani also

$150 for carunt, $200 for dsptay ptaturs &
aaotfur $250 from*{orconu. t LuP pi*tttzs of
affue frare don* r6un uficn I uQfor $ I sfiou
tfu picarres of ottr tac(ruord & an aife u get
necded $.

I put bt an 1d'culzcrt in Spring frtn Carcurg
d tfris conrybus tfrz ranooation of tfiis, ny ftst
azleufy,

I put 50 fiours on tfii mouter mouhg 12

carcurics d un {oo(ing touards cuttitty tfiis ttttu
A fra{f 6y s{ouhg {ittte 6(ili stenl d ui[d ftouers
h tfiefiL

'lile fiorx e4effcnt cooperotbtt uitfi tfu
ntpantbors, 6ut on tfu otlur side, ue frorx'Tzap

trustus ufio an s{ou to giw up ,Lepotisru qfiis b
wfig I strong{y rccorutund tfiat ue [est wq
fiacfuaar[ b tryirlg to pacifu tfo rup ttusees.

lust mncn$r u)e tne dtaflgag o 750 yeor off
nertof of frand{ing tfiis proS{zttt-

I uil[ contact Anfi! Brauns ogain to get our 6it
in ttu fuppo ot tfu iegistoure--

I interd to fiorn witl fower see[ (tsutt"rfty
tutit[ueed) aaai[a.bfe to gice smal[ sonpk-s ot tfu
ajpril ructing in 8ur{itgton. 'Woufd probahfy nzef
tine to Wtoh tfu proccdure of ptanting U

retP
D'{E

Addedno*: I uou[d aggest tfiot o"Sfiou d feg'
s.BfiLcltt be put in otr meeting, so tfiit couflties,

cou6 report t{ub wor(d a)e cofl bom from tfienr.?

+ 9 nrbd srtitle ebout file q,effiettee t'emetery

ErU Sem$ls, 0t rignd uatre bp Dridon labor mb

instllle} in Louise 6,sunty d0nesr mmeterisg srg

on tbe follobing psge.

lqttcsq.safiV
by Pat Shaw

0ue to relocating to Uan Buren Countg,
I reslgned from the chairmanship of
the Jones Countg Cemeterg
Commission in Nouember. The
Commisslon is in good hands and has
asked the Countu Superuisors for
$5404 for i999 resioraiiorr actiu.iiies.

i, i ,
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This Pioneer Cemeery

Renovatsd and Seeded

to Wild Flourerc and Prairie

Grass will be Monitored

and Cered for wi0r

Minimum Maintenance
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Ourr0 ti$ q.tfircg in Davenport, lowa

Roger Hunt and Dean Gipple discuss the wildflorn.. p,"nil-$
projectattheTennessee Cemetery with the RiverforksFFA Club.-' :
Gazette photo

You can order inexpensive, durable signs
for your cemetery from Iowa Prison
Industries, Box B, Anamosa, IA 52205.
Call Tammy Deesberg at 1-800d3G5863.
FAX 1-800-741-0390.

Tammy will help you select size, color,
lettering options, and si$n messa$e.

If your order is over $100.00, delivery
is free. Takes about 2 weeks.

Iowa Prairie Network also has signs
available. Glen Pollock, IPN president,
can help you: 402-57L4230

Work continues on Tennessee Cernetef]
. .iL

by John CarPenter ; ,. . ' li:-:/ ' .

Tbe Columbus.FFA class has been :

busy ttris fall helping Dean Gipple and i
Ro" Huot plant wildflowers and

pr\- gnss'at the Tennessee-Cem-

et"tY. 'l;1ii i.: i't"'i: I
Theprojectwill take several Yeu-ltg . ,

complete. The'goal for 1999 will beto'l
iastnll a marble plaque conrmemorat-

ing the pioneers fromTennessee who

settled in this area, and the construc-

tion of flower boxes to displaY and

describe the various wildflowers
planted in the cemetery. Planting of
additional trees is also planned for
next year.

No tar money is being used for this
projec! funds have been donated bY

IBP, Monsanto, Trees Forever and the . -'

Department of Transportation. River
Products Co. of lowa City has also '

'agreed to help with firture expensp! at ;
the cemetery. '.i::'' : i)Yr.i.}ii
t 

rub"p'roiiict nas' ue'e. ln' uiliier ffi=
' rr.rioo of'C.mete1y Asiociqhoory{iir,''
dent Elmer Thom+s and has beeii co-. ':
orainat"a ty oean"Gippr.. tfi.lq- 

,

doing this because it beats watchlng

tele.ision.' saidGipple, "ari'd tf r yfry
tr\ ant work.' Gipple went on to '

ruf;fUit is our history.' Whenever

history ceases to hj a referchce for the

future, our goals become vague.,.I',P
very hopeful that someone ts wiltin!
to take up this work when I am gone:"

Many long-time families in the Co-

pted
WAPELLO - Thc Louis: irrctudcd: i . .. " .Towrship.

County pionccr Ccmctcry . Tlrcirutsllationof aferccat' Gipplc said hi lad lcvetc.

Commission midc r budga [rThonpsonCcmdcry,.''': thc gmund attthc Covcntr;

rcqrrcsr fr i4,0@ fc rhc rrrr FatlatE$ardbrofasarcs tcrnacry ncar Wyman O makr

frsi:t prrit uonaey's regulrr wtp'! Foblcm sr"6o'Foster it casiir o mow. Hc also ha

UrCirf r,p.rrio'ir."ing. Ccmc.tery.ttlosrofthcsrcshavc iprayedtlrcbrushalongthcfcncc

. Dancibtc.rcpcscnringrhc boen rrmovcd. Thc.township wi6 a chcmical 1o dcter its

cnnmission UaOrboordonly trug.6ilt$allcd40rodsgf ncw growth.

ytrr nOm tlrc conrty'stcncral Gipplc plins O poct signs et in Mount Hopc 6et has fallcn

iund. Thc comission had pionccrccrnctcricssayingthcy ovcrgdnecdstobcsctup.He
hrdgc&d $5,m0. alc bcing nainraincd and carcd riould likc to plant rd oak and

Hc old rhc b@rd hc had forwirhminimummainEnarcc. ydnuttrecsalonSthcpcrLncEr.

rcccivld grtnts toteling nrcrc Giplctold0rboorr{hcplanr f' "t knoul pcoplc are

rf"n t3.Om fc wort oo lhc to havc. thc.:.Bcauchamp intcrcstcd,' said. Forrcst

Tcnncsscc Ccmctcry ncar Ccrnctcry mowea arouria'tl liar6nhagen.'Thcy.arcgladto

columbus Junction. Hc also gorrsltiscomplcalysccdcdin tm\pthatsdncorEistatingcarc

notcd rccciving donations of prairic grasses, trc sai4 Gipplc ofthem.''
ncarly $1,00 during thc ycar. wsnts to phcc posu ttcxt lo tlrc Bartcnhagcn has bccn

Gipplc said lrc ir phnning o gravcsoocs rc thcy can t'c sccn aucndhg supcnrisor's mcaings

knolrr,l Dunal ln uc ccmdery umcs thirycar. ,' SupcrvisorJacraucsonc
was in l&43. At Concord Canetcry tr€cs hash€atdalotofdiscussionabout

Gipplc said the ccmetcry is have fallcn into thc lanc thc right of way to oakland

rcrymoaayananciscansidering appto*hing the buriat ground Cernercrysinccthercarcscveral

rilingitin'1999. Thc ownship.lrustr€s afc civilwarsoldiersburicdthcre.
G-ipplc! rcport rcladng o managing two , pionecr No funier discusion or action

oOcr pionca canercrics ccrnccrics in Concord , was taken on ttr subjccu

Louiga



loucs @ormty, contlnued.....

fl set of slides uas made from
selected photos that had been taken
of cemeterg restoration during the
existence of the Commission. Ihis is
stored in the local genealoglcal
llbrarg and urlll be used for programs
to publicize the Commission. flngone
uishing to schedule a shoruing of
these slides mag contact LaUerta
Langenberg; 21692 20th St.; Lisbon,
lfl 52255; ph 519-452-6589.

Isspsr @omfU
bg Marilgn Schmitt

Sweet Little Pioneer Child
by Bcverty Decker Crors

'EmilaFlock" the thombetone rgads, ndiad in eighteen fifty
!oYon"

The daughter of John and Catherine Flock had died and gon
to heaven.

She was but a few months past nine years old, we know not
what cauaed her death, '.:

But on one cold, damp April morn, Emila had drawrt her las
breath.

No burying grounds had yet bben formed, to bury hei'free
froh harm, '.'.' .','.'

So her parents chose a beautiful hill on the back of theil'
homestead farm. 

. : :.' .
, -.i

It was on this spot, she'd spent happy hours, as she ran fron
the hill to the creek,

Atrd hid in the_sumptugus prairie grass,'while'pleyinghid

seek.

The spot was picked, she was laid to rest, and a few uore wer
buried there,

But weathered with age the plot succumbed to the ravage or

' time and despair.

The cold hard steel of the moldboard plow has long since
disturbed this place,

And the family plot as it ouce appeared, is gone...without a

The gravestones that marked each resting place, are crur 1,
and gone.. in fact.

But the stone that marked Emila's grave was salvaged and
kept in tact.

We gather now in a different place, not far from the Flock's
abode,

The Bethel Cemetery lies just a mile or so down the road.

Emila's kin folk are resting here, siblings, cousins, grand-
parenta,

And although she still lies on her favorite hill, her stone wil
be here"with her parents.

As we bow our heads.in reverence, and pray for the meek anr
the mild,

We're contented to finally ilut to rest, this sweet little pionee
child.

Our biggest fear is not
that we are inadequate.
Our biggest fear is that

we are powerful
beyond measure.

!. t ,

IL lJ 1-r(lr h5rrL, \

not our darkness,
that most frightens us.

- Marianne Williamson

This artlcle and poem uere uritten bU
Beuerlg Cross of Baflter, lolua, a
JasDer Countu Commission member.

The Jasper Uounuy lrlDulrc, v.,''r^t ^4' evwe I
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Restoiatlon of County Cemeteries 
I

Ttre Jasper county cemetery commission and the Jasper countr
Genealogical society have been busy restoring some of 0", .o""tl
cemeteries. This has been a slowprogxession ofwork by -"-U""rlrr.friends for several yearl 

1ow. this past si';"-er ttre tcuo[b-"r-",
L-utheran cemetary aad theRushviue cemetery wer" *oiEJoil"a
the group succeeded in restoring many stonea. Restoration -*", t.
tepair broken stones and set them upright in the prop", Spot 

---

Fmm time to time tombstones are iound in jtac-es otili tt u"
cemeteries. Ttre cemetery commission has a few oithese stones that
have been gathered over-the years. one such stone was f;;;by 

"fatuer west of Baxter as he-was cleaning out a barn r;hi;;p;y
and he notifi ed the comaission. rhe stooi ** *o"r, but still reaiaLle
using aluiinnrir foil to bring out the letteriug. It was tue sto"e ora
Iittle girl na"'ed Emila Flock. she was nine y:ears ora 

""a 
u"ai"""

buriedin 1857, beforeanestablished cemeteryhad b""".t"rt"a io trr"
area-..

Research told us the John and catherine Frock famiry were earrypioneers and lived in the 'old Borter' area. rrre etstenco oian
abandoned cem etery was known to have been on their ho-"rGi. ro"
maayyears ithas beenfaragrorurd and there are no visible signs that
a cemetery ouce was in this spoL Further research told us thelarents
ofEmila were buried in Bethel cemetery. The commission d""id"d t,obt"i1 permisiioi frog tre township trustees and prace ttre &iia,s
stone between that ofherparents iaBethel cemetery.

on a beautiful early october evening a smalr group gathered with
the commission members, to set the stone and hild;;;;;;;. A"
only known relatives of Emila Flock, Marjorie (McKenzie) 

"ia i""husband Bob weesner,-of Dexter, rowa, we-re notified 
"rra 

trr"y *"""
present for the dedication.

?*ttaR'aestock resd scripture and everybne cr.mpred reaves and
sprinkled them on Emila's stone. Beverly cross read a" origioatpoen
entitled "Sweef, I,ittle Pioneer Chld" and l..:thlcen paulllosei tJr.
ceremony with a prayer.

rt is the intention of the Jasper county cemetery commission to
place more ofthese "rost" stoneJin the future. rhey will continue with
the restoration program and ask anyone who is willing t" ci;; th;;
a helping hand. Work days and locations will be 

"rrooirr."?. 
- ----



URLI

*** SITE OF THE NEXT SAPIG MEETflNG ***

H1, Pat:

OIcaX, here's the scoop for the Aprll meetlngt

Brrrllngton}IedlcalCenterCenterforRehabl}ltat1on
LltOI lI. AgencY Rd.
Burllngton IA

ln the Greyhor:nd. Roorn, lorer leve1 (elenator avallab1e) of the pecond'

bulldlng ln the conplex (#t on ir',"'*p - #z ts in" r.ifly kact-iFd.nter).

Tf conlnc fron the west, elther take Hlway l+05 to Gear Avenue (col1ege

;; ;;ffi""il;i i*" "ieht 
(south) and youire there ORcome on ln on the

freeway (tttnay igri,-tiit" in" CeL l.re. ex1t, tprn left, (south)' cross

G;ffi'nJ"i (irriay 405) an6 there It ls. tlom the north, take tttwav #61

to Agency Roa.d (Perklns on one -corner, KFC ot *oif'"r) t'lrn rlght (west)

and go to Gear i,"" "na 
tprn 1eft. Fbom the south, "o*" 

ln on HLway #61

to-G"n"y Rd, turn left (west) and go to Gear Ave'

#) on the map ls the slte of the notels for whlch I sent phone numbers

ln my flrst letter.

Klrkrood Ave slte oi sirper 8 uotel 1-8oo-8o0-80oo TolL free
Confort Inn L-319-753-0000

Ilnegard Drlve slte of Pzazz Best fpstern [otel 1-800-528-LZ)t+ To11 free

Fo!.lt
. F.h



I0lgchfnhk @ouufy
Submitted by Mike Magee

An interesting chain of events about a controversialproposed cemetery in waterloo. check the website
of the Waterloo Courierbrmore information:
www. wcfcourier. com/m etnegglggO 1 06plan. htm I

€nnrutm, f#,"fiu:filHlifl*.:"*'J,:*
ro.rEI--
Sunday, Januaryg, 1999

Weather
Obituaries
Daily Record
Call the Courier

By TIM JAMISON

Courier Staff Writer

M
POSTED:

WATERLOO

f;rirfrT':aT,",,Xing 
Musrim communitv is Iooking ro develop its own cemetery or

The Muslim cemetery Association h* i.-t:9 the ciry planning, programming andzontngcommission, io approve a special u." p*il'ro;;;; r_acrepnvate
cemetery at the northeast comer of Bishop anil Cottage c*" avenues.

Plan for Muslim cemetery buried

vehement opposition prompts zoning commission to reject plan

Wednesday, January 6,
1 999

lYeather
Obftuaries
Dnily Record
Call the f,ourter

On Fotd
Flick picks
Iona Outdoors
Under the home
Growing Ttingr

By FRANK FERN.A,NDEZ

Assistant City Editor

F
>
I.
l.
t

WATERI,OO

Plans for a Muslim cemetery_have been rejected amid a clamorfrom upset
residents who challenged officials to put tt 

" 
g.ur"y"J iilh;i;;;;rJig-huorn*

}: Xl"",O^:r= !: :!l: pj"ke d,T ue sday's pt anni n g, pro grammi n g and Zonrng
Lomrrussron meehng.to light plans to opgn a private 3_acre cemeiery at the
northeast corner of Bishofani Cottage Grou" 

"u"ou";
"We are going to get all the black people together in Waterloo and we are goinq trget our own cemetery," sard Laverne Hami, a resrdent. "ano wL a.e drg;ffi;it in your neighborhood and see how you like it.',

The city's elannitg staff had pJ*qd to recommend the Muslim cemetery be
approved- Instead, after learning of neighborhood opporitioo, ptann"rs Jugleste,
the issue be tabled.
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lYeather
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b- On Food
r- Flick pfuks
rr lowa Outdoors
t- Untkr the Dome

Expert says Muslim burial

custom is perfectly healthy

Laying bodies to rest without vault or coffin poses no threat to the
living, according to state official

By FRANK FERNANDEZ

Assistant City &titor

WATERLOO

There's no threat to the living by burying the dead directly in the ground without
vault or coffin, according to state health officials.

A local Muslim group's bid to create a cemetery in east Waterloo was rejected by
city board last week after a deluge of complaints from neighborho-ort.s. -- includin;
concerns that burying people without a vault or coffin, as is the Muslim custom,
posed a health hazard.

' t\L
.AF\"'

'^ "I\\-t'Crt,*\
uv Takinq a look

al names on
rh€ 1899
monument at
Hespet Pioneet
Cemetery is
Sverre Dahl Jr.,
one ol the
Hesper Lu-
lheran Church
Cemetery
Committee
members.
(Decorah
Newspapets
photo by
Bandy uhl)

The rnonumonl was orocled h 1899. The 6alti6st burial

occurred in 1854. Tho tnonumenl contains tho names ol
numerous inrants. (Oecorah Nswspapers Photo by Randy Uhl)

ArdrhE

- .':.;1i'. :t" ,i: ':?:tt...:

, . ..-- ji,__..--. -. ,::!r,,::.::1,,,i.r :

Have a lrappy and safe nerrv Yee!
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Uolunteer group
restoring'' Hesp er
pioneer cemeterg

small pionecr ceme-

tery near llesper, which
will turn 100 years old
next year, is being re-

stored, as is its monument dedicated to
trc memory of area residents of Nor-
wegian descent

The cemetery, which is accessed by
driving through a hayfield entercd near

the Ernie Corson farm, was begun in
1854. Therc were several burials in the
year 1869, the last known year for a
burial at the site. The monument was
erected h 1899.

Hesper Luft eran Cemetery Com-
mittee members Ron Thorson, Sverre

Dahl Jr., Charles Ardinger, Alton
Losen, Kirk Christopher and Roger
Goodno, along with former committee
member Corson, have been helping to
restorc the site.

An old fence, with the exception of
two corner posts in good condition,
was removed and a new fence will be

installed to rcplace it. In addition, four
dying rees which could have damaged

the monument had they fallen, were
cut down. The monument itself, which
stands about I I feet high, was also set

straight on its found.rtion.
Iand for the one-tenh of an acre

cemetery was donated in 1899 by
*Ellef 

J. Lien and wife" to the Nonve-
gian Lutheran Evangelical Congrega-
tion of Hesper, now known as the

Hesper Lutheran Church.
Corsonsaid fte cemetery was

cleaned up about a dozen years ago but

Canetery described
A detait-filled leser to the editor

fuom Darlene Durand of Decorah ap
pearing in the lvlabel Recod talts
about ttrc cemetery. It says, in part:

'fioneers and their families were

hfid in this woodedplotbeforc the
mganization of the Hesper Lutheran
congregation in 1865. Wooden slabs
with the names of the dead cawed on
them marked the graves, but after a
number ofyears the slabs rotted and
many gaves onnot now be identi- -
Eed.-

Because of lhe poor condition c,. ..;
grave marters, a committee headed by
Ilans C. Thingvold obtained money to
build the obelisk, which includes the
names of the estimued 40 people bur-
ied in the cemetery.

The oldest person buried therc was

Peter Leseth, bom in 1797. Other
names include Peter Quam, Kari
Johnsdatter, Johanes Johnson, OIe

Losen, Lars Arneson Kollanes, Otine
Losen, Ingrid Kollanes, Peter Golberg,

Bertha Buch Peter Eggen, lvtarie Gol-
berg, Peter Olson.

Christian Stromness Barn, Johan-

nes Lein, Peteronella Berg, Elizabeth
Lien, Ole Ingbretson Berg, Lan I:r-
son, Andres Prytz, Hannah Nelson,
Ingeborg Anderson, Peter I-angen,

Simon Olson, Svend Burrcson, Gilbert
Lien, Andrew Ellestad, Salve For-
geson, Annie Rollhus and Anton

Rohlfus.

Work on the Hesper Pioneer Cemetery is being completed by, from
left, Alton Losen, Rod Thorson and Sverre Dahl Jr. and other mem-
bers of the Hesper Lutheran Church Cemetery Committee. (Decorah

What at! a.tlve g!o(,p of prerwadoalrtr!

- 1.. - a. -' --.
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From the Oskaloosa Herald

Sups end year,
prepare for 1999

By CHRIS IUALONEY
the Oskaloosa Herald

The 1998 Mahaska County
Board of Supervisors had their
final meeting Thursday. The
agenda consisted of how much
the county should pay the coun-
ty's cemeteries to care for veter-
ans'graves in 1999.

. ln the past, cemeteries have
asked for what they spent. Some
cemeteries have not asked for
any reimbursement. The super-
visors plan to set a flat rate
which the county will pay each
cemetery. ln the past, the ceme-

teries were paid between $5 and
$15 per veteran grave.

Kay Swanson, Mahaska
County auditor, said the county

. tlpically pays $15,000 per year
for this care.

Howard Groenendyk, Mahas-
ka County supervisor, said he
wondered if the county has to
pay anything toward the graves.

Swanson said Wapello Coun-
ty only pays two cemeteries for
care of veterans' graves. A couple
of other counties don't pay the
cemeLeries anything.

"We have 18 townships iir
Mahaska County and they have
18 different ways of doing things,"
Van Engelenhoven said.

He said the new supervisors

Herald Photo by Chris MaloneY

NEW SUPERVISOR SWORN lN. Greg Gordy (right)
was sworn into office as Mahaska County Supervisor
Thursday morning by Judge James Blomgren.

Saturday, Januiry 2, 1999 . Oskaloosa, lowa . @ 1998 The Oskaloosa Herald

Military veterans are some of our cemeteries' staunchest suppporters. A retired
veteran, Lionel DeRosier, organizes other veterans to restore neglected burialslfes tn
the Arizona desert' 

;,irai; ii ;'viiiii-i
A golfing Parson, badlY beaten bY an

elderly parishioner, returned to thc' club-
house dePressed.

"Cheer up," said his oPPonent. "You'll'
win eventually. You'll bury me someday."

"Yes," said the Parson' "But even then
it will be vour hole."

I Care for veterans' graves discussed
need to bring in the township
trustees and have them explain
their levies for cemeteries.

Groenendyk then moved that
the issue be tabled with the
understanding that the supervi-

'sors meet with the trustees.
Swanson said there is an I CN

township trustee meeting Thurs-
day, Jan. 21. She said the board
muld try to join their meeting.

Jan.4 meeting preview

The 1999 Mahaska County
Board of Supervisors will meet at
9 a.m. Monday in the third floor
conference room of Mahaska
County Courthouse. The agenda
includes a draft resolution for
fi*ding for 267th Street, Bob
Elder representihg Emergency
Management, John Voss of
Oskaloosa representing Bill Bone
Lane, and appointments to vari-
ous boards and committees.



lama uounty heglns worK to
restore pioneer cemeteries

... By SUE ROII
St:rte Editor

IvIONTOUR - At tlrc rop ol' a

-erassy hill ovcrlooking tlrc Iorva Riv-
cr vallcy just s<luth o[ Montour is n

place rnost pcollle don't know abclut.
To get thcrc, taking thc "cowparlt" is
thc best rvay, but onc could alrvays
opt lor thc plorvcd, rtruddy ficld and
then loilow tlie lence 1:ath to thc loot
oI tlrc hill.

This is thc oncc lorgotten But-
lervillc Cemetcry in Indian Torvn-
ship. But statc Iegislation has provid-
ed a way lor this pioneer celnetcry
and somc 3,000 othcrs in the state to
be rernernbered and saved.

Thc Butlcrvillc Ce rrretcrv is orrc
of ncarly 30 in Tama Couniy alonc
which rre classilied as pionecr cerrre-
tcrics or having lerver tharr srx truri-
als in thc past 50 1,crrs.

Upon first glance many of these
cemeterics look like grassy, weedy
areas, but a closcr look shorvs they,

rrc the linal rcsting grouncJs lor
rnan.,, ot' Tlrnt Courrty's lountJine
llrr:ilics. "Yctu can alrirost irrraginE
vci.rrs ago rvlrat it rvas iikc wherr it
rv;rs prriric." said Joycc Wicsc. rtrrrl
lllcdo, rvlro is rrnorr.'q thosc irrtcrcst_
cd in rcstorinu thc county's ccmctcr-
ies.

At Burlerville, wlrich rvas rhe
rralnc of a town in the county in the
1850's, rlre lone sranding gravesronc
is datcd I 857. Several otlrel. stones or
pieces ol si.ones are sprcad arouncl
the two-acre cemeterv_

. Wiese has a greai-great-grand[a-
tllcr and sorne cousins buried in lhc
Butlcrviile Cemetery. She cjoesn't
know where they are, and shc l:asn,t
lountJ any oI lheir grave markers, but
county records say they're tlrcre.

"Whar I'd like to know is how
rnany stonc.s are buried here,', Wi'ese
said. "This is one o[ the iew which
have a lcnce."

A rccent nrceting of township

trustces and other intcres(cd l)ersons
I'rorn around the thc coun(y go( thc
Pionccr Restoration Cornrn iitcc starr-
cd with Wicse as clrairrnan. Thc
cornrni(tcc-lropcs to hcgin thc l<lng
proccss of restorirrg e:rch ol thi
cerleteries by iirst assessirrg the corr-
dition ol them.

"We want ro burn ol'l the wecds
and therr see about replacing or re-
pairing the stones and their l'ourrda-
tiolrs," Wiesc said. "Thcn wc lvanI to
make sure the-v get rn<irvecj three or
four trrnes a ycar. We rvant all oI
thern fenced in."

Sorne of tl:c cernctcrics are rcccs_
sible. by road, but mosr are only rr_
rived at through a lield or rirnber.'They're.lor T verv good shape."
Wiese said. "C:rrrie lrave gotreri irr
sorne and knocked over (he stones.
lvlost of t.hem have so rnuch under_
gr.qyth: The brush alone is a [rig
iob." ''

Evcntually, the coinrnitiee would
like to mark each cemetery as a pio-
necr cernc(cry. Tlre cornrnittec is
consideling askins Cirl arrd Boy
Scouts,4-H clubs and other service
groups to help with the restorttion
and upkeep. "We might be surprised

.lio_w many farnilies would help,"
Wicse said. "lt rvill rake quite a few
volunteers to help."

The Tarna County Board oi
Supervisors has given its support to
the rcstoration after the state legisla-
turc last year approved Ievying up to
56.75 per S100,000 of properiy val-
uation. For Tama County, that
would mecn about $35,000. "When
we get these repaired what it takes to
keep thern up would be rnuch lesi,"
Wiese said.

If a levy were to be imposecl,
money wouldn't be generated until
July 1998. Ta.xes [or ccmereries are
now collected only on farm land.
The levy would tax all property in
the county.

Most o[ Tama County's cerneter-
ies are iocated in the southern half,
reflecting the migration patterns tak-
ing by the early travelers along the
Iowa River. A few townships have
no pioneer cemeteries listed and
some have bcen already maintained
by township trusrces or families

wh<lse ancestors are buriccl tlrerc.
But Wiese is hopirrg all county rcsi_
derrts will bc inrcr.cstc<J lnri hellr
witlt tlre rcmaining cernetcries. ,,[['l
wcre buried herc I sure rvouldn,t
wllnt cows runninq over tttc," slre
S:t ttl.

For people re.searching their
encestry. restorinq the cerneteries
could yield valuabie in[ormation.
"There's a lot of inforrnation on
sorne of these stones," Wiese sard.
Often, stones indicate rvhere and
rvhe.n a person was born arrd par_
ents'narles.

"[ wish we did this yeers aso so
t.hey rveuldn't be iri rhe s)rape
lhey're in." Wiese said.

fu#&'lOiedz,,utfl,al g.oltd,&, ia. a gruat
al SII9JO. tUntonlry didrfre

WilaAe a ti(dime menfienaAip, &ur

^fre 
eouqfrr anc (nnfrefl g^anddaaghktl!

'l0fraf autandexful ituteahnent lon a
Waqt pptltn tfrat utill irutill in
tfrat WngAfzn an apyuiatian l^an
frt^tt ul and. a conmibnsl ta
yeaowaltun. gfranfr^ tt- ,oW md.
ta qll oun qrfimz mem&eru.

+,++,++,++++++++*,+,++

e hand held mirror can help Uou decipher
luorn, hard-to-read inscriptions on stones.
Use a full-length mirror for photographs.
The latter requires another person to holrt
the mirror. lf the stone is in full sunlight,
at must be shaded and then the mirror can
be used to hightight the caruing. Rnother
person is often needed to shade the stone.

The flashlight method can be used on cloudu
dags or in the shade. The beam of the
flashlight can be directed at the same steep
angle across the face of the stone to
highlight the caruing. Both of these methods
are far less messg than shauing cream or
chalk and there is not euen the possiDilitU
of causang damage to the stones.
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Howard Rel stan& ln tho Schltb or Bollck farm plot, one of many Des Molnes County cemeted6 deslgnated as
ploneer cemetedes. Relf ls a member of the new Ploneer Cemetery Commtttee, whlch wlll be ln charge of maln
talnlng and Fotestlng th€ cemeterles.

Pioneering group will tend
county's pioneer cemeteries
ByJeanny Sharp
The Hawk Eye

I gmup ofvolunteere hopes to bring respect and
Il dicnitv back for earlv settlers buried in Des
Fl*o,.o aoun'y ploneer cemef,enes.
' "I have an nffinifi foi cemeteries," said Phyllis Roth-
lauf, a member of the new Pioneer Cemetery Commit-
tee, egtabliahed last week by the Des Moines County
Board of Supervisors. "Everybody is interested in their
iauy. i,,.i o-r* L.. *r'.o .li*Lo *r" r.u' utwrtDL
has grown in family history."

Pioneer cemeteries, by definition, mwt have had six
or fewer burials in the past 50 years.

Rottrlau{ one ofseven people appointed to the com-
mittee, ia a researcher and corresponding secretary fbr
the Dee Moines County Genealogical Society.

She decorates 22 graves in six di.fferent cemeteries
each year for family members who either never had chil-
dren or whose children are deceased.

Des Moinee County, which was settled in the 1830s,
has more pioneer cemeteries than.other counties in the
state not adjacent to the Mississippi River because it
was settled firct, said Bill Walker, committee and ge-

nealogy society member.
Forty+ight cemeteries, ranging from small family

plots ofthree or four graves to large cemeteries with 100
headstones, were classified as pioneer cemeteries out of
90 surveyed by the genealogical society.

ihe cemerenes rue in varlnng conotlon, rangrng rrom
marginal upkeep to total neglect, Walker said. The bal-
ancn of 42 cemeheries are active and not eligible for pio-
neer status.

Some graves contain Revolutionary War veterans, but
most are family plots. Famfies wanted their loved ones as
close to them aa possible, Rothlaufsaid, and transportation
was so diffiflrlt at that time that people were buried



Q€meteries atodds with time, weather
dy Jeanny Sharp
Tlre Hawk Eye

I Tirne and weather and have tak-
efr their totl on many headstones in
I)es Moines Countyb pioneer ceme-
teries.
5fhe SchlibrBolick Cemetery in

dtnt River Tbwnship, with graves
.{iling from tszs to ibss, is one of
rf2ny pioneer cemeteries dotting
Qes I\Ioines County's countryside
tfttt has fallen into disrepair.

5!tre neglected cemetery contains
thc norv fallen headstone ofan in-
tiit girt that still stirs emotions.
iil rvalked out ofthat cemetery

$nd of crying," said Howard Reif,
B{ a new member of the Pioneer
Crmetery Committee. Reif said the
h&dstone with "BABE" etched in it
rits for a 3-day-old infant daughter
of{il. and E. Wagner.

iJt has stuck in his mind since he
s6w it the first time.
FLot of ti-"., cemeteries started

rfen a family lost a child,- Reif
si!d. Reif said if someone got sick, it
c@ld be a long time before a doctor
cgald come to their home, so many
adults and children died for lack of
ritdical care, particularly in the
rf,inter. More than 47 pertent of the
€rths in the Schlib cemetery oc-
ctrred during the winter months of
J&ruary through March.
,:witUam Blair, a soldier in the

American Revolution, elder in the
Qresbyteriar Church and Iowa pio-

Pioneers ."ffi[x1i3H:s"ifm:?q"ffi:]J,Hx3'J#;
ddntlnued from page 1A . The group received $1,500 their first year and $8,000
ciqse to home. Many of the pioneer cemeteries orisinally the,next two Years' Humpal said'
rj31e adiacent to lone-eone church"". ' Much o[ the repair expense has been taken on by or-

]"tttlJrlJtfi" ffiup i.n't f*ely to attempt to re- ganizations that adopted a cemetery she said. The for-
pEce headstones, buiwiTh volunt""i fr"fp ,,,"i.t""J mer president of their committee, Pat Shaw, made per-
ii&d"tor"r up, piece them togethea morianJ"*""Ji," sonal visits to FFA" 4-H and chyrch group-s for support.

;YThey nied fencing toirotect them from stock or deer ies, she said.

rf$ting against the ;ton;s," Rottrlaufsaid. . . 
Humpal said the grouptras discussed getting some

Qhe ftoieer Cemetery Committee ultimately will be- kind of marker for unmarked graves, but have yet to-.c{frre a commission within the 
""*t 

y""., 
"t 

rrg"a ,"iih make a decision' She credits community support and
t@ responsibility of maintaining ,lra pilt"*iig pio""". Shaw for the success of their committee.
c{nebries. The group wi-ll meeiMonday to estib'li;h -_-'"That's 

what we're hoping for here, too," said Wa.lker.
gridelines and prioriiies. We need to determine how much work needs to be done
in new state liw allows counties to levy a tax to pay for and how much it will cost. We don't know what we'll get

t[4 upkeep ofpioneer cemeteries. - for cooperation."

flt is something that is needed," said Supervisor Tim Walker spent about three months converting old di-
Floschek , but, "don't expect a huge tax increase until we rections to the old cemeteries to the g11 rural address-
gpl our feet on the ground." ing system, with maps by township.
Jhe levy would be assessed against the general fund, '"The old directions said turn right at old barn, and

n[, anagrrcultura] fund - so rural and urban proper- theret no old barn there any more," Walker said. He
t(ts alike are taxed, Rottrlaufsaid. said about halfofthe cemeteries are on privaie property,

'JEverything hinges on money," Walker said. "We need but most owners grant permission to visit the cd-"L.y
trrsurvey the pioneer cemeteries this spring to deter- portion oftheir land.
ntine,how much care, restoration and expense it will 'Ihe biggest majority ofpeople have a feeling about
t i&e." cemeteries and wouldn't deny letting people pay thei.
pnce the initial cleaning and repair work is done, respects to relatives," Walkei said. 

- -

srne isolate<i cemeteries may only require mowing once The seven-member committee grew by three T\-resday.
aiear prior to decoration day, while others along r-oad- Supervisor Ben Diewold will be county liuisrn'to the
sides may require cleaning ofdebris and mowin[ four or group. John Danielson and Howard Reifare the two
firie times per year, committee members said. - newest members.

. llones County, also along the Mississippi River, has "I'm happy to be part ofit. It's good our state cares

z

I

neer, isjust one ofmore than 500 pi-
oneers buried in ltrcal pioneer ceme-
teries whose headstone was legible
the last time the cemeteries were
surveyed in the mid-1970s by the
Des Moines County Genealogical
Society.

Blair, born in Lancaster County,
Pa., in 1760, was a pioneer in Penn-
sylvania, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois and Iowa. He settled in Des
Moines County and was buried in
Round Prairie lnckhart Cemetery
inYellow SpringTbwnship after his
death in 1840 at the age of80.

Several ofthe cemeteries have
both an official name and the name
the locals called it, said Beth
Schwenker, president ofthe Des
Moines County Genealogical Society
and library assistant with the
Burlington Public Ubrary

Sometimes the cemeteries were
named after a church, then re-
named for another feature or familv
name in the area, she said.

Des Moines County cemeteries
desigaated as pioneer cemeteries by
township include:

lBenton: Dravis, Freitag or Fri-
day, Hinson familyplot, Kingston,
Newberry or Haight, Pegtown,
Walker farm plot.

IConcordia: Cowles farm plot,
Stewert family or Prugh farm plot,
Sourwine and Talbert family plot.

IDanville: Old Danville, Jester
and Renner farm plot.

IFlint River: Flint Rivcr, John-
son family pkrt, Old Middletorvn or
[,r-,uins Point. Schlib or Bolick and
Inghram family or Schnupper farm
plot.

lFranklin: Franklin Mills or Bur-
ris and Berry family plot.

IHuron: Driskell family plot,
Hukill family plot and Swedish
Lutheran.

. IPleasant Grove: Butcher or Old
German, Carter, Gallaher or Zion,
Millersburg, Ramsey and Siefkin
family plot.

ITama: Criner larm plot, Meyers
family plot, Wykert and Steingraber
family plot.

IUnion East: Chandler, Mohnike
and Porter.

IUnion West: Carterfamily ploi,
Elliot, tee, Morman and Swede.

lYellow Springs: Covenant€r or
Presbyterian, Hazel Grove, North-
field, Round Prairie, Lynn Grove
and Welsh Chapel.

Jackson and Washington: no pio-
neer cemeteries in these townships.

MORE INFORMAIION:
The Burlington Public Library

has many print resources for those
looking for historic Des Moines
County information, said library as-
sistant Beth Schwenker.

IFederal census data 1780-1920.
IVital remrds - birth, death and

marriage records.
llmmigration and naturalization

records, ship passenger lists
IBurlington newspapers.'
ILarge magazine collection, in-

cluding genealogy society maga-
zines from other states.

IGeneral genealogy reference
works.

People llom 23 states have visited
the genealogy department ofthe li-
brary specifically doing genealogy
research. The library ollers some as-
sistance on how to get started using
the available resources.

The Des Moines County Ge.
nealogical Society meets monthly at
7 p.m. on the first T[resday at Mid- ;
west Federal Savings on Roosevelt
and DivisionAvenues. Nerv mem- '-''

bers are welcome to attend.

i

I



Washir( rn teacher
leads his students
on tour of county

8y l)ave Gosch
Gaz tte sta{f writer

WASHIITGTON, Iowa
With his fl:wing salt-and-pep-
per beard and his rvooden
staff, Nlike .1ahs resgmbles IVIo-
ses leadinlt his people to the
promised l.rrrd.

In Zahs' , ase, the people are
his seventt grade students and
the promis,rd land is the world
of history.

Four tir:es a year, Zahs
takes a bu. load of Washing-
ton Junior High School stu-
dents on i, 200-mile, daylong
journey a ound Washington
County. It s a showcase ior
Zahs' extetrsive knowledge of
county history as he describes
the signific:rnce of cemeteries,
ghost to\,. ns, farms and
churches along the way.

He guide :; a historical trip
across the ritate every summer
rvith Loren Horton, retired se-
nior historran with the State
Historical -ociety of Iowa.

Zahs bel:,rves history is of-
ten taught backward.

He beliel,'s children can re-
Iate more : history when it
starts on rr local level and
expands frm there into na-
tional and ,rrorid events.

"They gl interested rvhen
they can r.:e where it hap-
pens," he s:ys. "lt gives them
roots. Peol e don't feel like
they belonl: It gives them a
sense of hl:;tory."

Zahs, wh, has taught social
studies at the school since
1975, has a personal stake in
Washington County, where his
ancestors s, ttled in the 1830s,
belore lorv; was a state.

Before th field trip begins,
students ta1,1 plut maps to the
seat in fronr of thenr. 'Ihe bus
departs at 6 t5 a.m. They won't
get back to ,;chool until 3 p.m.
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the Washington-Johnson coun- ABOVE: Washlngton Junior
ty line. Zahs said the Chicago High teacher Mike Zahs, with
Sun-Times published an arti- staff ' ln hand, talks to his
cle saying it is the only known students about the hlstory of
spot where three cuitures are Oak Rldge Cemetery ln south-
buried. ': west Washington County.

IvIidd]e Woodlands Indians

lJ" *5:rk'rH.:'tiuo"jl"l;: RIGHr:. Ka,issa parker (ro,e-

area known as Gravevard ground) and Sonya Davolt look
point. Sac and Fox Inriians at a plat map of Washington

from the late l700s an6 earlv County. The students were on

1800s also are burierl therl a hlstorical lield trip of the
alongside settlers who die6 in 9-9rl.nty 

wlth.Washington Junior

the l850s. High soclal studles teacher

AJong the route, Zahs occa- 
Mike Zahs'

(



Washington Junior Hagh students Ashley Bertling (ctosest to the monument) and Kayla Kling read
about the hlstory of St. Vincent Mission Catholic Church where Bishop Mathiis Loras.cetebrated the
{r1t- M1ss in Washingfon Gounty. The cemetery ls west of Riverside. The students were on a historicatfield trip of the county with Mike _Zahs, their social studies teacher.

Washingfon] Amish setrled near Kalona in lg46

Gazette photo by Dave Gosch

I From page 18
sionally stands up and points to
a historical landmark. He says
that many old barns in the
county were destroyed by the
June 29 windstorm this year.

In the Kalona area, Zahspoints out several Amish
schools, businesses and farms.
He says it is the largest settle-
ment west of Ohio and that the
Amish settled in the area in
1846.

In the far eastern part of the
county, Zahs points to a farm-

,house just across the Louisa
County line. Ile says Jesse
James once visited a farmer
there and asked to trade horses.

When the farmer refused,
.fames forced the'tranbaction at
the point of gun. He then carved
the name of his horse on the
barn. The name is still there
today.

While passing through
man, Zahs mentions that
outlaw had a girlfriend
lived in town.

Seventh grader Brett Pierson
said he was amazed by the
history in his county.

"I had no idea (Jesse James)
was ever here. That really sur-
prised me," he said.

Brett says he likes the way
Zahs teaches history.

"He's a great teacher," he
Well- says. "I never thought the coun-: the ty was that special, but when I
who learned what Mr. Zahs told me,

I found it was special.',

Enclosed on the next page is our SAPIC brochure, recently updated by Valerie Ogren
of Jetferson, lowa. Please detach the bro,:hure, make at least ten copies of it, and
distribute it to the public, genealogical, and historical libraries in your area. lf your
local food market or convenience store has a community bulletin board, put one up
there, too. You can help promote SAPIC's goals and make the general public aware
of its existence! Thank you!



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

New Renewal

Address

E-mail address

State Zip Code (+4)

Telephone
I

?

I

I

\-l

I

Individual $10 _ Family $15 Organization $20 _ Lifetime Individual $100 

-Donation or Memorial $- (List name of honoree, if desired)

Mail to: SAPIC, c/o IGS, P O Box 7735, Des MoinesIA 50322-7735

State Association for the
Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries
c/o IGS, P O Box 7735
Des Moines IA 50322-7735
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Meetings

Meetings are held on the second

Saturdays of Janaary, April and

July. The last meeting of the yea,

is held in conjunction with the

Iowa Genealogical Society Annu,il
Conference in October. Meeting,:

are held in various locations in tl,'e
state of lowa. Places are an-

nounced in the qaarterly newslet-

ters.

*******

Membership
Membership is open to anyone inter-

ested in the restoration and maintenance of
pioneer cemeteries in Iowa.

Membership entitles each membersh p

a subscription to the quarterly newsletter.

rights to hold offrce and vote at meetings.

*rl.rk,f*rt

QUESTTONS???

Phone 319-293-3899

E-mail : patshaw@netins.net

(or)

Visit our Web Site at

http://www.sapic.org

o To act as a monitor for the adminis-

trative and management personnel

of these cemeteries, to ensure that

the legal measures for the protec-

tion, preservation, and maintenance

of these cemeteries and the monu-

ments contained in them are en-

forced.
*,t,********

SAPIC Historv
The State Association for the

Preservation of Iowa Cemeteries

(SAPIC) was formed in 1996 as a result

of legislation that allowed for each of
Iowa's ninety-nine counties to create a

County Cemetery Commission. The

focus of these Commissions was to res-

cue untended pioneer graves and ceme-

teries and to take responsibility for the

upkeep ofsuch sites.
****!i,t**

Each year, the month of May is pro-

claimed "Cemetery Appreciation

Month" by the Governor of the State of
Iowa.

******,t!t

)

Goals of our Organization
o To identiff allcemeteries in Iowa.

To take such measurers as are nec-

essary, possible, and reasonable to

protect these cemeteries and the

monuments contained in them from

danger from natural causes and

from human encroachment.

To provide guidance and educa-

tional materials for use by the peo-

ple entrusted with the preservation

of these cemeteries and the monu-

ments contained in them.

To compile and distribute informa-

tion about the proper maintenance

techniques for these cemeteries and

the monuments contained in them.

o To provide advice and information

to legislative bodies empowered to

pass legislation creating a legal

framework for the protection, the

preservation, and the maintenance

of these cemeteries and the monu-

ments contained in them.
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you,can help out preservationists in lndiana by making copies of and/or signing and returning the following petition

to the address at the bottom. Many of their problems are similar to lowa's. Most of us have ancestoG whose graves

are in lndiana -- let's make sure those burial sites are not violated.

pE TITIOIT{ TO TFIE INI}I A r{A Lp,C rS.r_,A TI_rp.E
Pioneer cemeteries throughout the Hoosier State are vanishing almost before our very eyes and our laws offer them little

or no protection. As development continues to spread and real estate escalates in porcntial value, little pioneer family
cemeteries become more and more'disposable".

IndianawillsoonbecelebratingitsBicentennialasaSate(2016). Bythattime,manyofourpioneercemeterieswillhave
ranished altogether. The majority of the thousands of pioneer cemetsries that dot ttris Sate are located on previously
undereloped real esarc or are isolated plob in the midst of cultivated lamd.

Indiea Code 23-14{8 offers only token'protectior" to pioneer cemeteries. Though the statute very specifically sets

ot$ the duties and responsibilities of the Township Tnrstees with respect to the identification and care of abandoned and
neglected cemeteries, tlrc recent revision of that statute has eliminarcd most pioneer cemeteries from the care and
responsibility ofthe Trustees and prevents Trustees from expending public firnds on cemeteries located on private property.

Indiana Code 23-14-67 ostensibly offers firther protection to abandoned and neglected pioneer cemeteries by giving the

Cormty Cnmmissioners &e OPTION ofcreating Cemetery Commissions. However, the Counties are not required to establish

Cemeery Commissions and, even more damaging, nothing in the satute compels the County C;ouncils to FUND the Cemetery

Commissions, even if establi$ed by the Comy Commissioners.
Under current Indiana law, owners of property cmtaining pioneer cemeteries that were never'deeded ouf can neglect,

abuse and even blacktop such sites with impunity, so long as they do not *disfirb the soil". Fanners are permitted to run

livestock in cemeteries and can remove the marters and plow those sites. Orners of these tracts have no legal obligation to
hono the final rcsting places of our pioneer ancestors.

Simple commm decency demmds that we r€spect the final resting places of our pioneer predecessors by:

' Revamping trndiana's statutes to cmpel owners of real property conaining abandoned and neglected pioneer

cemeteries to allow Township Trustees and County Cemetery Commissioners to inspecg restore and mainAin such

sites;

' Compelling the Counties to ESTABLISH AI.ID F{,JND County Cemeteries Commissions;

' Compelling fte Township Trustees and the County Cemetery Commissions to identiS, protect and maintain a//
Indiana pioneer cemet€ries that were established befue 1939 and are without firnds for maintenance;

' lvlaking it i[egpl to destroy, neglect or abuse any cemetery, with effective sanctions for violations.

' Ernpowering Township Trustees and Cormty Cemetery Commissions to expend prblic fimd on any abandoned and/or
neglectedcemetery,regardlessof'ownership",becauseeflricallynoonecan'own'aburialplaceforhumanremains.

The status of current Indiana law in this regard is a travesty. By signing this Petition, the undersigped wish to advise our
Starc Legislators that we consider this situation unconscionable and urge that the laws be revised, arnended and/or rewritten
to offer genuine protection to these historic sites.

Signature PrintedName
County of
Residence

Mailing Address

Please return sigted Petitions to:
CIark County Ccmetery Prcsenetion Committee

P.O. Bor 4015,.trcffcnotri[c' Indiana 47130
For more infornration, conbct LnisMauk@tsa.net

IndirnaPioneer Ccmeterles Rcrtoratlon ProJect http:/ftrwr.rcotrwebcom/-inpcq/



"Gravestone Restoration: 101 , " a video produced by the State Association fA\
the Preservation of lowa Cemeteries featuring Paul Maddy and Pat Palmer, is still
availahle hv mail at a eost of S?O OO Order frnm Pat Palrner. 114 ?rd Arra Ntr. l{arnntnn
lA 50441. lt was reported at the January meeting that a group of +-H girlr *rt.h.d the
entire video and are now filled with enthusiasm to volunteer to work in lowa's pioneer
cemeteries!

ffiffi*******

Onotfruentftuiaaruryaleildpttt ieefuiLt tiatto.olWtilceuiloyuontenfri&?tantofrold.a
ean*q. cu4silce in Dia. -filatuEn. oa. finp. ,9. efrrie frae ua'Gpd fraild b efirrg tg{dfrEn ea,pate U, eutist uatoma. and
lilse, Prt Aznt dfuerue, ailIuur qnd rnafu u^o auato al, frau yanpatonca. a4 6fr* ,rttl"d" "* tarrg d"bry"d- eao.t't

W:ry-@Ae gnad,qndthcconlouteir'cztthall*bcqrcn gtanteaundffieW;anlperntdrlt*n
oolrlyrbfio +apic o{Moi* erqtubrnhon lgm it sn frc, kll"rrtt"* pqga

/"! . ,^11 ,q1p r'',\2 
h,\"

Landscaps of Memories A Guide for Conseruing Historic Cemeteries: Repairing Tombstones
N Apubliationftwn qtnOamdrian neigfrbot,s

^[nP'{'"
For further information on this publication, you maycontac[ I

TamaraAnson-Cartrvright i nErrun SEQUENCE FOf, 
^,Heritage Toperties and Museum kograms Unir I A FLAT SIAB MARKEI ,oY.

Telephone:@16)31+7133 Ly
Fax: (416) 3l+7175 t /
E-mail:tmara.an;ncartwright@mczcr.gov.on.ca I O/
Copiesareavailableatacostof$10.00eachandcanbel::.,/t,
purchased from Publl:qtio=ns=O=n]ario, l-800-668-9938; | / '' \=+ .

lhis tully illustrated guiile offers step-by-step I / \* //instruction on the cleaiing aiil minor'refair 6f ' 4., *t:-/
historicmonuments. 

i / \,it:'-
A book from our neighbors to the north: I I .\ ^i' 

O
LandscaEs of Mernones: A Guide for I \.- . i' W^
t ,rco I -a-t:=, if. O . :

an- right, I \,7F/1997, published by the Ministry of Citizen- I \Er
ship, Culture and Recreation, 2nd Floor,^ I !.; gg-*rtog*rher h,vo bottom pecesot r.nrrr6.
7z Bloor street w, Toronto oN M7A 2R9, I t ' i;*i1"[ J,t"ri;;,*e,i; r.;;;;, .
Canada. Phone Publications Ontario: I l. Dowsl top to hottom o{ rfiire-, -. :

800-658-9938, or in Toronto: 41 5-326- : I 1: tr:t hegrntnt wi$r o sqe[kr dowql. 
,-, -' ,,^'^,,,-.'I';; I S: prck ln ,f,rtn, on bosr sicitr,ol $tanr t$ t*t <r,i,cl i5300. cost is $10.00 plus s & H. I --,. -^__r_L ___'-- Ed- r _1,-1.il.;;,:';iiaiztirl^"sr,lv*r,)i"ritaee/memories.htm I ^ ill::*T,T:'T.t.::fAf_ryilTi'rv&vrv Err!,,rru vururv, rrsr rrqgs/ rErrrvrrsD,rllr' 

. ., I . 6. Thp mo1tgl fill is in I ,+Gry vdncrailt- location lnr
I , rndy not *nvive long h*re. White itwuukl "mmp****M******* I : .^L_-.

IIPAIE SEQUEI{G rot
A FI,.AT 5I.AB MAftKEA

Website to try: www.graveyards.com

dre rtonr,; it h prpfut y httt omittocl.



TCI[.JA CEI"IETERY COf,IFEREI.IC:E

' 
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I*,HEN: SATTJRDAY JTJNE 1.t, 1git2,
, lll,HET(E: UT{IVERSIT'/ PARI-I HOLIDAY IT.II,I IEI]O 5OTI..I gT. DEE f'IOINES, IOI,JA

t*tl'10: THE COr.IFERE|{CE I5 SFOI'ISOF(ED BY Tl-lE VILLISCA, IA I{ISTORICAL' r:nMM r 3$ I nhl

\- uJt-ty: To ERING l,toRE A|,JAF{ENE.SS TO THE COl,lt'lUI'IITY 0N THE COI{CERNS,

[,Xh'SJf;i-[ffJfr-$l'E#-g]3-ffi5'ffi'?J,lf iil: I5',:-:EEI-YfiIJE-
t{,it-L DI'.}CU:3S (|{AGPRA) OR Tl-{E f,IATIVE AI{ERICAN GRAVEG
PF{E:IEITVATION AI.ID REPATRIATIOl'.I AE;EOCIATIOT.I AT,ID ALBO TI"IEIR
T.IEUJ T'IATIVE AI',IERICAT'I LJEB-.5ITE.

Cog'r I $l 5 . oflIFERSON $15. 0OIC0L,FLE

EVEI{T 5CI"{EDULE:
g; t)O A . H. -? :0O A. H. PRE-.CONFEREIICE Cl{EC},i- Il,l
3:OO-'3 : 1 5 If,|TRODUCTI0r{6
9:i.E-3;4.5 FI..IYLLIS CARTER-IT{VOLVEMENT OF CI-IILORET'I AND YOTJT}{ IN

TI-{E PRESERVATION AT{D RESTBRATION BF CET4ETERIEg;.
9:4.5-l (l: I5 DAVID GRA0IJOFIL-JEI.,IaiH CET4ETERIES If{ IO"r,A. Tl-lEIf(

sIGt'15, SYHBOL's, AI,ID l{IET0RIE5; .

I rl: 15--l i) iSil COiIFERE|ICE BREAII
lOi3r-)-'11 iC,O EHIRLEY SHERI4ER.BURIAL LAI,,S AND ARCI{EOLOGY IN IOTJA

TtrDAY.
] I :r)t)-I ] ]:]O IOL.JA-SAC TRIBE-IT{TERI.IET I,JEE-5ITE L,ITIJ NATIVE AT4EF{ICAN

IT{FORI"IATION AND HOLJ IT UJILL BE t.'f,EFtJL TO YCIIJ.
1 'l :30-l :o(r Ll-lllCH BREAI:
1 :OO-1 :40 ItrIJA-SAC TRIBE-OICI.i ELACh:_|.'IAGPRA FI.,LES I.JITH }.IATIVE

A|{ERICAl.l COIICERI'|g Al.lD RESOLUTIOf'15.
] : 4O-: : :3O CHRIS FEISTNER-CEI,IETERY DESTRTJCTIONE; A|,ID DEBECRftTIONS

IJITH INFORI4ATIEN AEOI.,T TI-IE BLAC:I.: T,IARI-IET OF FIJT{ERARY
ITEMs

i:3O COI,IFERENCE CLOSE U'ITH QIJESTIO}{s AI,ID AI.I5lJ.lERs.

EVEN Tl-lCIt,GFl Tt"lIS CONFERENCE I,,ILL BE SHOFIT COPIPARED TE 5OME, l,rE

AF{E PLAI{NING Otl HOLDIIIG A CEHETERY CONFERENCE 1p -TLrl\lE OR JTJLY BF
3OCIO. THIIJ CENFERENCE UILL BE HELD IN CI-.IARLE6 CITY, IEI,,A AI,ID I5
BEIT{G CFONSORED BY THE CIT'Y AND TI{E CHANBER BF COT4NERCE OF CI..IARLEE

CITY. UJITH EI.'R SECOND CONFERENCE I }.IEF'E TO I.IAVE T4ORE HAND$ ON

ACTIVITIES AT.ID f"IORE EVEI{Ts. IF YOI.' I-.IAVE AI,IY 5L'GGE'STIOI{5 YOU CAN

ll}F(ITE OR CALL NE AT TI"IE ADDRE5S ON THIS YEARS CONFERET{CE RETURN
,:;LIP. THANI{ YOIJ.

- --- RE?[RN-?HT B- BoT?otl- 5t] P- t, ffi n- ? ot"'n mot'rg?7 s-FoE-Vou REEER0AT I oN-?o--
TI.{E JL'T{E I5,99 CEI,IETERY COT{FERE}.ICE .

---YES I I PLAI.,I TB ATTEI{O TI.IE COI.IFERET{CE.
I,IY NAIIE IS (FLEASE PRINT)
r.1Y _ADpSES6 Ig

TELEPHONE
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING
TCITAL FEE

I'lY ADDRESS I$: CHRIS S. FEISTNER P.0. BCIX 71 VILLI$CA, ICIUJA

50864 TELEPI{0NE l.-7'l?*8?6*3440



.,,taru1fiom vfrfro ,{qrp: ,.,&|fro tl\oto to dlo
'l{'oait o Jan* fr*tq* -frdeoi,gndrcrr4g or}

ryry-@tu-d*: tlbfuocotto-
Plebd-do fii.c$ford ard l0atlrn'qtlriqtar, 6Aafd

m flemat SW6ena^b* a.d /ras, eot*l o*
alw taugr* duahtgt all to ghea.r*, 6ougr,

Quote from Shirley Schermer, Burials Program
Specialist at the Otfice of the State
Archaeologist:
"As I see it, the main advantages of listing a
property on the National Flegister of Historic
Places (NRHP) are recognition of its
significance (and) compilation of
documentation into one document. Listing on
the NRHP (or being determined eligible for
listing) is required to quality for many grants,
and the potential impact on a NRHP property
must be evaluated if a construction project of
some kind is proposed that has federal
involvement (funds, technical assist, ance,
permits, etc.)."

State Association for the Preservation of
lowa Cemeteries
c/o IGS
P.O. Box 7735
Des Moines, lA 50322-7735

Check out this site to see if a federal
grant is available for cemetery
restoration in your area:

http://www. idi magic.com/htmls/grants/f unc0002. htm

&ofr, gottt bcaC luner,a,l d,h,echor,o ond.
,rrorrumant dooleryo to ,iotn SA9,ge, fie
outoe to Ceoue one ol tfrp S&8,9e
&tochureo (in Cfr.io iaou.e) ot tfiait
placeo ol huoineoo.
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Larry Davis
5716 Kingman Ave.
Des Moines lA 50311


