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ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULED

The Annual meeting of the State Association for the Preservation

of Iowa Cemeteries

is scheduled to meet in Marshalltown,

Iowa in

conjunction with the annual meeting of the Iowa Genealogical Soc-

iety.

SAPIC's awards for noteable work in the preservation of

the Pioneer Cemeteries will be given at the banguet on Friday

evening.

$14 if postmarked by September
At 7:30 on Saturday morning,
following a continental breakfast---check with the
The dates are October 10th for the

desk as

Tickets for the banguet may be
Later,
SAPIC will hold their annual meeting

to the meeting room.
banquet and the 11th for the annual meeting.

25th.

ordered from IGS for

the price is $17.00.
information

Election of officers

and Board members will take place at that time.

By TIM JAMISON
Courier Staff Writer

‘.. WATERLOO .

_Bill Lemke was remembered by
friends today as a man who gave of
his time, vast knowledge and big
heart to the residents of Waterloo.

Lemke, described by his
friends and acquaintances
as a walking history book,
died of cancer Thursday at
Covenant Medical Center.
The former Waterloo City
Council member was 68.

“He was just a real car-
ing individual — he cared
about people and about

able, he was always enthusiastic and
he was extraordinary in being a
resource for other people and in his
knowledge of the history of Waterloo
and farm power issues,” said Bill
Appelgate, a spokesman for the Silos
& Smokestacks agricultural tourism
group.

Lemke was a member
of the Silos’ Parade of
Power committee and
gave Silos several
lengthy cassette tapes on
local history.

Lemke served as a City
Council member from
May 1992 — when he

Waterloo,” said Rose Bill Lemke vacancy — and was
Angel, who served with avid historian elected to a full year on
Lemke on the City Coun- the council in November

cil. “He’s the kind of person that
you're glad to say he was a friend.”

Lemke had a long history of com-
munity service in Waterloo and
Black Hawk County beyond his
work as a city councilman and a
member of numerous advisory

S.

A gersonable man with a flair for
conversation and garb that usually
included denim overalls, Lemke had
farmed and, in the 1970s, operated
the Waterloo Yellow Cab Co. He
spent many hours researching Water-
loo history, farm equipment and was
an expert in rural cemeteries.

“He was extremely knowledge-

1993.

was a storehouse of knowledge and
history of Waterloo, which some-
times led him off on a tangent during
discussions. But he always tried to do
what was fair and in the best interest
of Waterloo.”

Angel echoed those sentiments.

“Bill was a "down home’ kind of
guy with no pretensions,” she said.
“What you saw was what you got.”

Private family services for Lemke
are pending at Kearns, Huisman-
Schumacher Chapel on Kimball
Avenue. :

was appointed to fill a -

" Temke.

“Bill was a pleasure to work with,” .
said former Mayor Al Manning. “He

SAPIC BOARD

MEMBER

BILL LEMKE
DIES OF

CANCER

WILLIAM HENRY LEMKE, 68,
was korn Dec.5,1928 in
Waterloo, son of Henry
William and Juliana Hornik
Bill farmed from
1949 to 1973 after which
he operated the Yellow Cab
Company.

Bill was one of the found-
ers of SAPIC serving on the
board until his death.
Bill is survived by a son
Scott of Dallas; 3 grand-
children; and a sister
Audrey.

A _memorial has been sent
to the Waterloo Historical
Society in his memory.
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From PAT SHAW:

These are the prices for signs ordered from the Anamosa State Peni-

tentiary

N. High, Anamosa, IA 52205.
24" x 24"
24" x 18" $19.50
24m - X 2h $13.00

You may have 2, 3, or 4"

ground or lettering.

If you order over $100.00,
2 weeks to fill an order.

(formerly Iowa Men's Reformatory);

letters.

IOWA STATE PRISON INDUSTRI

(Ph 319 462-3547--ask for Tammy.)

$26.00 for under 8 words

delivery of signs is free.

You have a choice of any color back-

The following COUNTIES have sent in their Pioneer Cemeteries lists:

Fayette, Dubuque, Bremer, Winneshiek, Warren, Greene, Chickasaw,
and Harrison.
(Remember---Search o0ld land records for small family cemeteries. Where

one bady is buried,

there is a cemetery.)

A Continental Breakfast will be served at the Annual meeting of SAPIC
on Saturday morning at 7:30 AM in Marshalltown at the Community College.

Your cost

is a free will donation.

See you all there!)

*t**********************************************************************

HISTORIC MAPPING

L will map cemeteniea and histonic ailtes to loc

onmen 6udldin9 locationa.
[WENTY yeans expenience.

i

Fon youn Lnfoamat lon--

Therne ia a national Asrsroclation

Suite #207, Gneen{[_ela’, MA

525 per yean--it includes a magazine
and neduced negiatration at the

in June.)
Nelson helps clear
Pioneer Cemetery

Deeorah Pdlie OV(nun - &y 1999

A pioneer cemetery of the Iowa River
Church has been cleaned and mowed,
with a new fence and flag pole erected.

Bud Nelson, Milton Iverson and
Emest Gavle were involved with the
project. A previous story incorrectly
stated Nelson’s name.

Iverson also was instrumental in ob-
taining a marker for the Pioneer Ceme-
tery, donated by the Lewiston Mon-
ument Co. of Lewiston, Minn.

The Pioneer Cemetery is located on
Iverson Road in Allamakee County.
Another cemetery sits at the former
site of the church, just over the Win-
neshick-Allamakee County line on Big
Canoe blacktop. The church, built in
1885, was totally destroyed by fire
:liggr being struck by lightning July 3,

7.

ate unmarked graven and

Write to: MICHAEL Laha, 25/ ﬁ&ndén?

Avenue
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0/30/

timesr a

on Graveatone Studieas

(tel. 413-772-0836)
yean, lenddng [Lénany,
gean[g canfenence held the thind week

flankina, Ainawonth, [A 5220/
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, 278 Main Stneet,
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Century-old tombstones

vandalized in

The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Sat., July 19, 1997

By Steve Stepanek
Gazette news intern

WYOMING — Vandals who de-
scended on the Wyoming Ceme-
tery early Friday did more than
topple 27 headstones — they dam-
aged some valuable pieces of his-
tory.

“This cemetery was established
in the mid-1800s, and several of
the stones that were broken
marked the graves of soldiers who
served in the Civil War,” said
caretaker Rick Frankfurt.

“In fact, the large 7-foot stone
they turned over marked where a
veteran of the War of 1812 was
buried.” Jaiead TRl :

The vandalism was reported to
authorities around 10 a.m. Friday
by motorists who had noticed
pieces of gravestones along High-

T AR

Wyoming

way 136 just north of town, where
the cemetery is located, said
Frankfurt.

The Jones County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is handling the case, and the
investigation is expected to con-
tinue over the weekend, said
Sheriff Mark Denniston.

No estimate of the damage has
been made, but immediate repairs
will be accomplished using the
cemetery’s backhoe to reset the
toppled monuments. “I will also
have to use some epoxy to mend
some of the broken stones,”
Frankfurt added.

- The cemetery board is offering
-a $100 reward for information

leading to apprehension of the
vandals, said Frankfurt. Anyone
with information should call
Frankfurt at (319) 488-3985.

It will take about
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Four Rivers Senior Joumal April 1997 7

At 82, he rescues
graves from state

Greg Comstock in cemetery he saved.

Rescued Comstock family cemetery now is surrounded by a fence and
features a new headstone. — Photos by Rex Williams

By Rex Williams

M any of my ancestors came from the

southern part of Iowa and some still live
there. Thus, when we discovered that the
Iowa Department of Transportation was
planning to rip up a family burial ground,
we got mad.

Thanks to a senior citizen with a fighting
spirit, the plot was saved. Greg Comstock,
82, of Eddyville, spearhheaded the effort to
preserve the little cemetery dating from the
mid-1880s. He fought the state — and won.

The Comstock plot on the old family
homestead has only five graves, insignifi-
cant in the eyes of the state. But the site and
the loved ones buried there are important to
the family.

The battle to preserve the plot was fought

for more than a year. The DOT intended to
bulldoze it away in a Highway 23 rebuild-

ing project. The plot is near the Chillicothe
turnoff between Ottumwa and Eddyville in
Wapello County.

The cemetery is particularly significant
because it is the resting place of an early
Southern Iowa country doctor, Dr. A.D.
Comstock, who road horseback throughout
the region caring for the ill and injured.

Greg Comstock has his great-grand-
father’s old medical satchel.

Greg’s determination to save the plot is
not unusual. He has long had a keen interest
in the family’s affairs. He has always taken
care of family members and has collected
family history facts and artifacts dating
back to pre-Civil War days.

Rex Williams lives in Hiawatha.



MINUTES of the SAPIC
NEETING
Julyg {9 1997

The Baond of the State ﬂAAocLatéon'foa the Presenvation of
lowa Cemetenieas met at the Silven Fox Reataunant in Watenloo,
lowa on gu[y 19, 1992.. The meeting waa rneaided oven 6y Vice-
Preaident Lonen Honton in the abarence of Presaident Ted Siech.

lhe meeting waa called to onden at (0:1/5 AN with the minutea
of the previous meeting rnead and ap noved.

The [Treasrunen Kelth Stneet nepontadpa balance of $51290.02. Hia
rneport waas appaoved asa pnénted.

Due to the rneaignation a{ John Daehlen, Pat Shaw was elected
unanamoua[g to {L[l out John's tenm on the boand.

Pat Shaw neponted on activitiea in Jonea and [owa Countg. Pat
aug eated that volunteen gnroupa adopt a cemeteny to cane fon.
FFA chaptens as well aa Scout troupa wonk on civic projecta fon

crnedita/badgen.
Calvin MCVag nepoated on Madison County. Thiar waa fo[[owed 63

a diacuasion on algna fon cemeteniea, and on vandaliam.

Dean Gi ple neponted on hia activitiea: MOwLn9 and coata on B
a2ome of the cemeteniea in Louisa County coat 51200 pen yean. [he
coat (a down to $/00 pen yeanrn uaing mone efficient methoda.

Paul Maddy neponted on wonkahopa in Jackaon County and at Dawason.

Fran gegfena nepoated on the SAPIC exhibit at the lowa ﬂenéta;e
EXPO. The SAPIC dd4play and matenials handed out wene well

neceived 6y "booth vialtona."”

The follawéng reaolution waa unanamoua[y pa44ed éy the Boand:
Bill Lemke haa srhown continuous and vigonoua concena fon the
condition of lowa Cemeteniea. He fou At battlesr oven many

earna to gnotect and presenve them. %e wildl be gaeatlg miased
iy the SAPIC Baard.

A motion wasr made that Mike Magee give the gift of 8§50 to the

Zéatonéca[ Society of which Bill Lemke had been an active memben.
P

V-P Hornton appoégted MNike magee and Kelth Stneet on the nominat-

tng committee. lhe {ollowéng poailtiona need to be félled: Lemke,

Macy, Stneet, and Zaha.

Keilth and Dean neponted on the nominee fon the Canten Awanda.
Mibe Zaha will contact Mra. Canten negandén; pneaenténg the awand.

MNike Magee will check on getting SAPIC on the Web Site on Home
Page---coat and possibilitiea.
The meeting was adjounned at [2:25.

Reapect{ully aubmitted,
Fran Jefferns, Secy.

{Someone fonget to notify the Watenloo Tech. School to open up
fon oun meeting....s0 we all enjoyed the hoapitality of the SILVER
FOX RESTAURANT and all Atayed fon lunch thene éefone depantuae./



STATE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION OF IOWA CEMETERIES
TREASURER'S REPORT
JULY 19, 1997

Balance Reported on May 3, 1997

Deposited May 9, 1997
Deposited May 16, 1997
Deposited May 19, 1997
Deposited June 26, 1997
Deposited July 1, 1997
TOTAL DEPOSITS

TOTAL OF PREVIOUS BALANCE AND DEPOSITS

EXPENSES FROM MAY 3, 1997 TO JULY 19, 1997

Check # 513, Fran Jeffers, EXPO

BALANCE ON HAND, JULY 19, 1997

$1189.26

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$ 40.00

$200.00 $ 200.00
$1389.26
$ 99.24
$1290.02

EARLY CAPITAL CEMETERY NEGLECTED

*“The plight of the early Washington, DC, Congres-

sional Cemetery, originally known as the Washing-
ton Parish Burial Ground, was detailed in a 12
January article inThe Seattle Times.

The cemetery dates fromat least the early 1800s and
is owned by Christ Church. Its 35 acres, now in an
undesirable area several miles southeast of the Capi-
tol, hold an estimated 69,000 burials, mcst obscured
by the tall grass and weeds of the berign neglect of
a too-small budget and many showing damage from
vandalism and age. The federal government and a
few groups maintain some 250 graves of congress-
men who died in office and some others, among
them John Phillips Sousa, J. Edgar Hoover and Civil
War photographer Mathew Brady. It lost faver as a
burial ground when railroads made possible trans-
port of the deceased to far-off cemeteries and when
Arlington National Cemetery was opened in Vir-
ginia in 1864.

According to thearticle, the onededicated employee,
John Hanley, does his best with the funds available,
funds including fees for use of a small chapel for
weddings, parties, funerals and other events, and a

Seattlle Senealogical Hociety Bulletin

$100 annual charge he makes to neighbors wanting
to walk a dog there. His approaches to historic
organizationsand the SmithsonianInstitution (which
sponsors a Halloween tour in the cemetery) for
financial help have been unsuccessful thus far.

Genealogists with ancestors buried in this historic
ground might lixe to support efforts at taking bet-
ter—and more dignified—care of it. &

LOOKING IN LOUISIANA?

A researcherin New Iberia, Louisiana, has offered to
assist others seeking ancestral information in that
area by searching her card file of cemetery transcrip-
tions from Iberia and St. Martin Parishes. Write
Karen Miller, 603 Dodson St., New Iberia, LA 70560-
1825—PAF Users Unlimited.

R o

Membeaaﬁdp duean fon the State
Aasrociation {04 the Presenvation
0{ lowa Cemeteniea (a4 520 pen yean

foa individuala and 520 pen yean

{on assroclationa allowéng one vote.

Send membena/ulp duea to:

Keith Street, 325 Franklin, Wapello

IA 52653-/51/5,



REMEMBER - --ANNUAL MEETING Octoben [/,

IA Valley

Continuin

-

Contanemﬁal Bnea/e,[a/lt will be nrenved prion to meeting.
rom [GS,

2.0. Box
SAPIC "Canten Awanda”

Fonr fﬂLda% eventng 6anguet ticketsr @ $/4
7

35, Dea ﬂ?ouze.xl, [A 50322-7735 6£ 5ept 25¢thA.
See you alll!

E. Jeffers;
St .
of Iowa Cemeteries
507 Jefferson St.

Decoran,

Editor

will be pneaentec{ thene.

Stones damaged in New
Hampton cemetery

The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Sun., May 25, 1997

NEW HAMPTON — Vandals
damaged several gravestones and
religious figures at St. Joseph’s
Calvary cemetery, 700 N. Pleas-
ant Hill, sometime Friday or Sat-
urday.

Cemetery custodian Kevin Ira said

* seven stones were damaged. Some

were tipped over and others were
chipped when items were thrown at
them.

The damage was reported by a
patron to the cemetery Saturday

Assoc for the Preservation

IA 52101-1711

ADDRESS

“We were surprised, something
like that doesn’t happen all the time,”
said Ira, who has maintained the
cemetery for 17 years.

He did not have a cost estimate for
the damage, but added alcohol bot-
tles were found at the scene.

Police are seeking help from the
public in the case. Anyone with
information is asked to contact the
New Hampton Police Department at
(515) 394-3241 or their local law
enforcement agency.

“ *

Larny D. Davis
5716 Kineman Ave.
Des Moines, 1A 50311

onden {

ANNUAL

1997 in Manarkalltown, [A at the
(Educatt_on Con{enence Centen at 7:70 AN.

[he




